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Well, folks, it’s been a nice 6-year run for me as editor of the 
Darkroom Door newsletter. Our editorial staff started out in 2007, 
with myself as editor, Michele Abraham, doing layout, and Mary 
Kay Coletta and Rob Erick doing the proofreading.  We set our 
goals for the DD and were off and running to get out the first 
edition. Since that beginning, the Darkroom Door has continued 
to flourish and its goal of being a showcase for CPS on the web 
has been achieved. Now, it is time for me to turn over the editor’s 
job to someone else. I have enjoyed getting other members 
engaged in writing articles and sending in photos for both 
competitions and events. I got to know many of you through that 

exchange. It was always a relief and joy when each issue was put up on the web. Every 
issue looked super and showed the variety of things this club does and the excellent quality 
of our photographers. In fact, in the last three years, I am proud to say that the Darkroom 
Door took various awards in the PSA international newsletter competitions.

Also leaving the editorial staff at this time is Sue Curtis Ford. She spent the last four years 
as layout editor after Michele left that post when she became a new mom. Sue brought 
a new dimension to the Darkroom Door using her superb skills as a graphics designer.  
It was my great pleasure to work with her. She could almost read my mind as to what I 
wanted in her layouts. You can read more about Sue and her contributions to the club 
further on in this issue.

Taking over for Sue is Karen Warkany, who accepted the difficult task of layout editor. This 
will be Karen’s first issue on her own. She joined CPS in 2010 after finding the website 
during a random Google search for a photography school in Northeast Ohio. Her passion 
for photography goes back to her childhood and she especially likes macro photography.  
You can see this in her competition photos that capture the minute details of bugs. Karen 
jokes that she should have majored in Entomology.  She enjoys CPS and the fun photo 
opportunities it proffers its members.

Gerard (Jerry) Hilinsky will be the new editor starting with the next issue.  Many of you 
know him for his fine photography, frequently placing in our competitions and his photos 
have shown up on Darkroom Door pages. Jerry has held a camera in his hands from 
a very young age. He is now eagerly awaiting the arrival of his new full-frame NikonD-
SLR. He tends to shoot everything “equally badly.” He’s enjoying semi-retired status as a 
Registered Nurse and Health Care Consultant. Jerry lives in Macedonia and tries to travel 
as often as possible.

Please welcome both of these volunteers who will be devoting many hours working on the 
newsletter. 

As I retire from the Darkroom Door, I want to thank the many people who have helped 
me over the past six years. I now look forward to reading the issues that the new staff 
produces.
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President’s Message

Happy New Year to CPS!  Since our club year starts on June 1st, and this is the first day on the job, it seemed 
appropriate to start off my first President’s Message this way. Time to start making history for the next 125 years. 
Hopefully, this year will be an even better year for CPS. And we are already off to a great start. More than half of 
our current Board are recent members and the same for the officers. Special thanks go to retiring Rick Wetterau, 
Peggy Miklus and Jen Toth for their many years as officers.

New officers are:
Joanne Damian, President
David Brooks, Vice President
Troy Vodila, 2nd Vice President
Rob Erick, Secretary
Mark Coletta, Treasurer

New to the Board are Barb Cerrito, Darlene Jacobson, George Readus, Ron Werman, Vicki Wert and Dona      
Zupancic.  Returning Board members are Karen Hoinke, Dan Kozminski, Karin Krugman, Dan LeHoty, Peggy 
Miklus and Steve Snitzky. In addition to the above-named members, there are countless of other members who 
donate their time and talents to our club. Without them, we would not be able to run our club as the well-oiled 
machine it has become over the last several years.

The club is now a 501c3 tax-exempt non-profit organization, due to all the efforts of Mark Coletta. We have added 
a new officer position on the Board and have added a new class to our school line-up. So we are, truly, off to a 
great start. In addition, here is what else that is new for this year.  Dave Brooks, along with Barb Pennington and 
Darlene Jacobson, have launched our successful Member-to-Member series. Steve Lucsik has taken over our Ex-
hibits Committee from Dan Kozminski. Peggy Miklus and Betsy Janda are working hard to make sure our Friday 
night meetings are covered for refreshments. Any help you can offer them would be greatly appreciated.  Maria 
Kaiser and Kolman Rosenberg have revamped our People’s Choice nights. (If you have not checked them out, 
do so!) Rick Wetterau has taken over our Competitions committee from Rob Erick. The new B Competition is a 
great success with our newer members and students. Roger Moore has teamed up with Dan LeHoty and between 
them, have filled our calendar with new and exciting field trips.

So what can you do to make our club even more successful? VOLUNTEER, VOLUNTEER, VOLUNTEER!! CPS 
is always depended on the kindness of others. There is not one area that we could not use more volunteers to 
help. Therefore, we have created a central person for you to contact who will be able to assist you. Dave Brooks 
is now the Director of Volunteer Coordination – pretty fancy title. Joking aside, please consider volunteering to 
help out in any of these areas by contacting Dave to discuss it further. 

Finally, if you have not been around in a while, come on down and feel the new energy, share the excitement and 
participate.  Let’s make this the best year yet by starting some new traditions, while honoring the past.

Joanne Damian



4

Field Trips

CPS Roams Northeast Ohio
Marcia Polevoi

CPS loves Nature and finds many locations to do nature 
photography. This fall, winter and spring found our members 
wandering from Ashtabula County to Sandusky County.  
The covered bridges of Ashtabula are a perennial favorite 
as is the trek to Sandusky. In Sandusky, the Back to the 
Wild trip is filled every time it is offered. This private, non-
profit rehabilitation organization aids rescued birds and 
small animals with the goal of returning them to their natural 
habitat. Our photographers are treated to up-close photo ops 
of many of these subjects.

 

Field trip leaders Dan LeHoty and Roger Moore, who 
recently took over for Dan, continued to search for new 
spots that are suited to photo shoots. A trip to the Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park was found to be so productive that it 
was decided to visit there each month to track the changes 
of the seasons. Sandy Ridge Reservation, a Lorain County 
Metropark, provides another area, especially to find birds 
stopping off during migration times. Lake View Cemetery, in 
Cleveland Heights, spots CPS there every spring to get shots 
of the annual blooming of thousands of daffodils. 

 

In addition to the many nature trips, the Cleveland area 

presents many places of architectural and historic interest.  
Among them are three churches, noted for their amazing 
interiors.  Our members dropped in to St. Michael the 
Archangel Roman Catholic Church, in Tremont, St. 
Stanislaus Church in Slavic Village and Trinity Cathedral 
in downtown. Each of these churches opened their doors 
where our members wandered unhindered and took full 
advantage of the limitless photo possibilities. 

 

CPS could be found at return trips to the B & O Roundhouse, 
the Northern Ohio Railway Museum in Seville, the Cleveland 
Trust Rotunda and the Military Aviation Preservation Society 
Air Museum in North Canton. The Mansfield Reformatory 
in Mansfield, as usual, was a sold-out trip.  Members get a 
glimpse into prison life, as they photograph the rusty and 
decaying insides of this jail. Another sold-out event was 
to the Observation Deck, on the 42th floor of the Terminal 
Tower, which is offered at several different times.  There, 
members can take astounding images of downtown 
Cleveland and the Lake Erie shoreline.

Other noted field trips included the Monster Truck Jam 
and the Lake Erie Monster’s game, both at The Q, plus the 
Buckin’ Ohio Rodeo located south of Lodi.

                                                                          Vicki Wert

                                                                      Dennis Wert
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Arcade, Circa 2012                                                                           Gerard Hilinski
Pictorial  B&W – First Place

Better Days                                                                                              Bill Keaton
Pictorial – Third Place
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Letting Off Steam                                                   Jim Johnston
Pictorial  B&W– Second Place  

Winter’s Coming                                                 Jackie Sajewski
Pictorial – First Place

I Got My Eye On You                          Doug Hupfer
Pictorial – First Place
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Member Interview

Darkroom Door Loses Sue
Steve Lucsik 
 

You say, “Goodbye.” I say, “Hello, Hello, 
Hello.” You say, “Why?” I say, “I know, I 
know, I know.” So go segments of The 
Beatles song...and so it goes with Sue 
Curtis. We are highlighting her in this 
issue because she is saying “Goodbye” 
after more than three years working 
as layout editor for the Darkroom 
Door. Her contributions to the club are 
varied and many. Sue designed the 
125th Anniversary logo and patch plus 
worked as layout editor for the 125th 
Anniversary book. She has placed in 
numerous club competitions. She is an 
extremely talented woman who works 
behind the scenes. 
Sue was born and raised in Findlay, 
Ohio, to a mom and dad who were 
dedicated to family. Dad, who aspired 
to be a pro-baseball player, instead 
made his career working at Marathon 
Oil Company to raise his girls. He 
always put family first. Before marrying 
and having children, Mom worked as 
a “colorist” for a photography studio. 
Sue was the third of four daughters 
and shared a birthday with her paternal 
grandmother. She graduated from 
Findlay High School and received a 
BA in Studio Art at Morehead State 
University in Kentucky. Among her 
many talents, Sue claims to be a 
“sex expert.” That’s right. You read 
correctly, “Sex expert!” However, she’s 
not a therapist like Dr. Ruth. Her first 
job was working in the cornfields for 
DeKalb, de-tasseling seed corn. A 
worker needed to know the sex of the 
corn plant before de-tasseling rows 
and rows of plants in the fields before 
pollination. She quickly moved on to 
waitressing at a truck stop, then every 
fast food joint in the area. 
Her path to graphic design started 
with an internship in the photography 

department of Marathon Oil 
Company. Today she is a 
design manager at Deloitte, 
an organization that ranks 
in the top 100 best places 
to work and is the largest 
professional service firm in 
the world. There she designs 
proposals and presentations. Since her 
clients can be anywhere in the world, 
Sue has become quite adept at virtual 
design and printing. 
“Besides my fun business trip to Cedar 
Point to shoot photos all day in 2002, 
a recent project was my first iPad/
interactive PDF presentation. It shows 
that an old designer can still learn new 
tricks, because it was an amazing 
learning experience for me. As a 
designer at Deloitte, I’m required to 
learn animation and interactive media, 
so this was a great opportunity to use 
the skills I’ve recently learned in my 
Lynda.com training.” 
Sue’s interest in photography started 
back in high school. Her first 35mm 
camera was a Pentax 1000. In college, 
her photography interest expanded 
with film and dark-room experiences. 
While interning at Marathon, she 
was taught studio skills that included 
lighting, advanced dark-room training 
and an introduction to a variety of 
cameras. Later, when everything went 
digital, Sue bought a Nikon 5000 the 
day before leaving on a road trip to 
California. Her most gratifying project 
was a photo book she created about 
her 95-year-old grandfather-in-law. 
He lived in rural Kentucky in a home 
with no indoor plumbing. She and her 
former mother-in-law spent a rainy day 
and night taking photos that produced 
a family keepsake that will be treasured 
for a long time. 

On a personal note, she likes cooking 
French cuisine. Her favorite books? 
The Harry Potter series and she finds 
Janet Evanovich’s character, Stephanie 
Plum, a humorous diversion. As for 
films and music? Just mention “The 
Music Man” and she will burst out 
singing, “Oh yes, we got trouble with a 
capital ‘T’.” She knows all the words to 
the musical. 
Favorite group? Hands down  ̶  The 
Beatles. She once found herself right 
in front of Ringo Starr with a camera 
hanging around her neck, but she was 
so excited she couldn’t take a picture. 
Favorite TV program? “No time for 
TV. Too busy.” The most interesting 
person she ever met? “When I lived in 
Columbus, my former husband played 
tennis with Dr. Howard Sirak. He, along 
with his wife Babette, owned one of the 
finest private collections of art in the 
world (according to ARTNews). I had 
the opportunity to have a private tour 
of the paintings hanging in their home, 
along with personal stories of how 
each was obtained during their many 
visits to France and Europe.” 
What’s on her bucket list? The Great 
Wall of China has now been crossed 
off but she’s still hoping to someday 
see the Northern lights in Iceland. 
Sue’s love of travel has taken her 
across the U.S., into Canada, China, 
and throughout Europe.

                          Joe Polevoi
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CPS Exhibits

Member Interview Continued
Guilty pleasure?  Shopping…no matter how hard she 
was pressured, Sue would not give up Victoria’s Secret.  
On her bucket list? In the near future, she plans hiking 
and camping through the Grand Canyon’s northern rim.
By the time this reaches print, Sue will have made a 
huge announcement. We say “Goodbye” to Sue Curtis 
and say “Hello” to Mrs. Sue Ford. Harry Ford works 
with heavy equipment but you’d never know it on the 
dance floor. Harry loves to dance, in fact, that’s where 
Harry met Susie. Harry and Sue love to backpack and 
camp. Hmmm! Wonder where they’ll be going?
Congratulations, Sue, and the best of luck.  “You say 
Goodbye and I say Hello, Hello, Hello, Mrs. Ford.”

If you are not an old dinosaur and are too young to remember – summers
were once spent on an inner tube instead of the Internet.
Below describes life before computers:

·       Memory was something lost with age
·       Keyboard was a piano
·       Virus was a flu bug
·       Web was a spider’s home
·       Screen was a mesh window covering
·       C.D. was a bank account
·       Mouse was an animal
·       Apple was something you ate
·       Surfing was done in the ocean
·       Hard drive was a long trip on the road
·       Application was paperwork filled out for employment
·       Network was ABC, NBC or CBS

CPS Exhibits in January 2013
Marcia Polevoi 

In January, CPS exhibited in two venues in the 
University Circle area. The first exhibit opened at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music, where CPS has exhibited 
several times in the past. It ran from January 11th 
through March 7th.  Sixty prints by 57 CPS members 
were accepted for display. The opening reception 
was held on January 19th with about 60 people in 
attendance. Piano music was provided by a CIM 
student as background entertainment. Five images 
were sold. 
On January 11th the exhibit at University Hospitals’ 
Humphrey Atrium Gallery opened with 40 prints on 
display. These were the works of 40 members.  An 
opening reception was held on January 12th with about 
50 people attending. There were 21 images sold.
Dan Kozminski, in charge of these exhibits, thanks the 
volunteers who helped him with the set-ups.
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Selection of People Competition Winners

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Childs Love of Flowers           Jane Rosenberg
People Candid – First Place

Civil War                            Mark Bassett
People Candid – First Place

Physical Strength         Karen A. Hoinke
People Studio – First Place
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Selection of People Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Bill                                            Debra Rozin
People Posed – Second Place

Tory                                    John Earl Brown
People Studio – First Place

African King                          Mawele Shamaila
People Posed – Second Place
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Selection of People Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Fountain Fun                                                            Christine Rasor
People Candid – Second Place

Riding a Wave                                                            Debbie DiCarlo
People Candid – Third Place

BFF                                            Lisa Adcock
People Posed – Honorable Mention
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Member Recognition

Ron Wilson is listed in Photographic 
Society of America’s “Who’s Who in 
Photography 2012, Color Projected 
Image Division.” An exhibitor has 
to have 45 or more acceptances in 
international exhibitions to qualify. An 
acceptance would be equal to a CPS 
Honorable Mention. Ron had 103 
acceptances in locations that included 
Australia, Germany, England, Spain 
and Taiwan. He is also listed in the 
3-D Division.

ef

Kolman Rosenberg had eight of 
his photos selected for an exhibit 
in March at Cleveland International 
Airport. The exhibit is titled “CLE 
Salutes Our Military.”

ef

ef

Erik Heinrich was a winner in the fall 
of 2012 Downtown Cleveland Alliance 

Photo Challenge. This Challenge is 
open to all amateur photographers 
18 years and older from all over the 
region. There are three categories that 
show unique depictions of Cleveland 
captured through the camera lens.  
Erik took First Place with one image 
and the another image was in the Top 
twenty. The category was Old Is New, 
Urban Revitalization – A second shot 
for a city’s life.

ef 

Congratulations to CPS Member Sally 
Brown for her Honorable Mention in 
the Botanical Gardens’ Orchid Photo 
Contest.

 

ef 

Susan Bestul took Third Place in 
the Sense of Home category in The 
Plain Dealer Travel Photo Contest and 
Doug Hupfer took Second Place, in 
the Close to Home category. 

ef

The 2013 Solon Focus Competition 
was well represented by CPS 
members. The following people took 
awards:

Nancy Balluck – Best of Show 
(Seasoned/Professional)

Roger Moore – Architecture/Cityscape 
(Amateur)

Debra Rozin – Botanical (Amateur)

Joanne Damian – Animals (Amateur)

Bill Rittman – Community Choice 
Award (Amateur)

Bill Berger – Community Choice 
Award (Amateur)

These members had images displayed 
at The Beck Center for the Arts:

Nancy Balluck
Joanne Damian
Debbie DiCarlo
Roger Moore
Bill Rittman
Kolman Rosenberg
Stephen Snitzky

These members had images displayed 
at The Solon Center for the Arts:

Bill Berger
Debra Rozin

                                Paul Rampe

                       Sally Brown

The fall edition of The Hamlet 
Villager, a publication of the Hamlet 
Retirement Community in Chagrin 
Falls, used three photos taken by 
Paul Rampe. Two were on the front 
and back covers and one was inside 
to accompany the story.
Paul also took sixteen 8x10 photos of 
actors in the play, “The Hot Mikado,” 
which was presented by Mayfield 
Church. These were on display for 
the two-week run of the show.  Paul 
says, “I avoided the traditional B&W 
head-and-shoulders shots by using 
color to enhance each performer’s 
personality.”

                                         Erik Heinrich
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners

Historic Rose Building                                                                              Erik Heinrich
Projection B&W – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Roofs of the World, Heidelberg                                                   Bel Martins-Vaccaro
Projection B&W – Second Place
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Hand Off                                                    Benjamin P. Hornstein
Projection – Third Place

Solid Safe                                   Charmane Lucsik 
Projection – Second Place

Been Here Too Long                                                                               Justin Kaufer                                                   
Projection – Honorable Mention
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Community Service

Community Service Serves Many
Ron Werman

The Community Service program at CPS is highly 
active. We have 130 CPS member volunteers, 
who get requests to photograph events for many 
Cleveland area non-profit organizations. I took over 
as Community Service Coordinator in October of 
2012. I followed in the footsteps of Jim Frazer, who 
developed this committee and brought awards from 
the Photographic Society of America for its works.  
Since coming on board, 45 of these volunteers have 
photographed 69 events. Karin Krugman assists 
by keeping track of the hours of the volunteers’ 
time at the event, travel time and image processing 
time. These functions are varied and include walks 
and runs, Special Olympics events, golf outings, 
awards ceremonies as well as gala fundraisers. The 
organizations can vary from the Kidney Foundation 
of Ohio to HandsOn Northeast Ohio volunteer 
events.

Here are some examples of events recently covered:

• In March, the Cleveland Eye Bank held an 
Open House for its new offices on Euclid 
Avenue. Visitors were photographed as well 
as the speakers, while a loop slideshow of the 
construction was shown that was taken earlier 
by CPS volunteers. 

• The Asian Festival, held in May, found five CPS 
members working in shifts over the two-day festival, 
taking photos of the entertainment as well as the 
crowds, activities and food booths.

• The American Lung Association in Ohio held its 
“Fight for Air Walk” in the Flats. This was covered 
by a volunteer, who took photos of the walk and the 
teams that were walking in honor of someone.

• In June, the Gathering Place in Beachwood had 
a “Race for the Place” walk and was covered 
by a CPS volunteer, who was assisted by two 
photographers from the organization.

I always enjoy photographing community service events 
because I meet fascinating people, the events are 
always interesting and I am helping these non-profit 
organizations.

Anyone who is in interested in helping out for one event 
or more please contact me at rwerman@sbcglobal.net.   
You may find it richly rewarding.

Special Olympics Basketball                 Ken Latman
Competition

Superior Family Garden                         Jeffrey Yancey
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Selection of Nature Competition Winners

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Columbine Beauty                         Debbie DiCarlo
Nature – First Place

Is Spring Here?                                   Michele Schneider
Nature – Second Place
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Selection of Nature Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Brandywine Falls                                                    Erik Heinrich
Nature B&W – Second Place

Magee Marsh Warbler                        Dennis Wert
Nature – Third Place

Jumping Spider                                               Chuck Bentivegna              
Nature – Second Place
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Selection of Nature Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Green on Green                                                           Tom Knapp
Nature – Third Place

Blue Bells                                    Donna Schneider
Nature – Third Place

Dahlia                                                               Michele Schneider
Nature B&W– Second Place
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Events

Annual Banquet Highlights
125th Anniversary

Marcia Polevoi 
 
In May, 2013 the annual 
Year-end Banquet was extra 
special because it was the 
culmination of CPS’s 125th 
Anniversary Celebration. High 
point of the evening was when 
Anniversary Chairman David 
Brooks unveiled a copy of 
the 125th Anniversary Book.  
This book was written, edited, 
proofread, with selected 
photos as a result of the entire 
anniversary committee’s efforts. It has a hardbound 
cover and features a time-line of the club’s history 
from its beginning in 1887 to 2013. Available for those 
attending was a disc of the Anniversary Book. Dave 
told the audience how the book was put together and 
how hard the committee worked on it. He explained 
how Sue Curtis, who put in many hours, took charge 
of the layout, arranging the written material along with 
the photos and making many suggestions. He then 
asked the entire committee to come on stage for much-
deserved recognition. 
After that, President Rick Witterau introduced the 
new Officers and Board members for the coming 
year. He then announced his President Awards, 
which acknowledged several folks who were given 
outstanding service to the club. They were presented 
to David Brooks, 125th Anniversary Chairman, Marcia 
Polevoi, Editor of the Darkroom Door, Mark Coletta, 
who managed the club’s application for 501c3 non-
profit process. Competition awards were given out and 
the year-end winners were disclosed.

As these presentations were finishing, the audience 
was surprised by some distraction and music coming 
from the entrance. Waltzing through the tables came 
four dancing maidens, dressed as Ice Queens, who 
made the now ex-president Rick come up front and 
be seated. There, he was “serenaded” with a song- 
and-dance routine that had the audience roaring with 
laughter. The four maidens, dubbed the 

“Rickette’s,” were Barb Pennington, Elisha Cerino, Debbie 
DiCarlo and new president, Joanne Damian.

It was a delightful evening, with lots of good food and fun and 
conversation among the members.

(See page 22 for Year-end Award listings).

                                    Joe Polevoi

                                    Joe Polevoi
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Events Continued

Party Times at CPS
Marcia Polevoi

(Editor’s note: These parties took place in October 
and December of 2012)

(Photos by Joe Polevoi)

The late-October days brought out the devilish and 
ghostly time of Halloween. After much planning by 
the committee, Barb Pennington, Peggy Miklus and 
Marcia Polevoi, all was in readiness for the annual 
Halloween Party. Members showed up in a wild 
array of costumes, ranging from prison convicts to 
nuns and with Ray Humphries impersonating our 
own Bert Klein. Ray took first prize for his portrayal 
of Bert. Many members took part in ridiculously 
funny games, all in good humor, winning “fantastic” 
prizes. The committee cooked up a good 
Halloween feast and a fun time was had by all.
In December, the year-end Holiday party was, 
as always, a great time for CPS members to get 
together just for some camaraderie. The Hospitality 
Committee, led by Peggy Miklus, went all-out to 
decorate the hall, to make sure the potluck food 
was organized and that all was ready for the annual 
Robber’s Gift Exchange. George Readus served 
as Master of Ceremonies for the exchange and 

kept the “gifting” going. Those who attended could 
bring a gift that was neither expensive nor new.  
Then, during the exchange, they could pick from the 
gifts that were stacked on the tables. If they liked 
their gift, they kept it, if they didn’t, they could “rob” 
someone else of his gift. This often sees gifts being 
passed around among many people, resulting in 
some hysterical laughter. Members went home full of 
good food and mostly, happy with their gifts.

Bert Klein and Ray Humphries

Kris Bosworth Loves His Gift

There are many styles of photo-
 graphy– portraiture, nature, street, 
abstract… the list can go on and on. 
If you’re getting too embedded in 
your usual style, step out of it and try 
something completely different. If you 
usually photograph people, photo-
graph animals or still life instead. If 
you’re into landscapes, you could try 
your hand at street or architecture 
photography. You could even shoot 
exclusively in black and white for 
a while. Just do something you’ve 
never done before!
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Events Continued

and further promote the contest.  
Most field trips began at a primary 
prize sponsor's location and were 
also coordinated with services and 
organizations within Downtown in 
order to spotlight their programs: 
the DCA Goodwill Ambassador 
program, the Bike Rack facility 
for downtown bicycle commuters, 
PlayhouseSquare, the Gateway 
Neighborhood Association's Take-
A-Hike tours, etc.  At the end of the 
Hunt, over 7,000 pictures had been 
submitted.
Those who found at least 100 images 
were invited to an Awards Night in 
November. Over 100 people were 
present. The evening began with 
dinner and then moved to a packed 
private room for the awards. Rob 
Erick presided over the festivities 
with the help of Dave, Maria, Randy 
and Anita.  John Janda recorded 
the evening in photos for posterity.
Rob recognized all who helped make 
the campaign a success and the 
dedicated Scavengers who spent 
hours scouring the locations for those 
elusive images.  Special awards were 
presented to those who had gone 
above and beyond to help make the 
contest memorable. The evening 
concluded with a slideshow that 

125th Anniversary Scavenger 
Hunt – Huge Success
One of the premier events of the CPS 
125th Anniversary celebration was the 
Photo Scavenger Hunt. Conceived in 
2010, Rob Erick, Maria Kaiser and Dave 
Brooks began touring and photographing 
scenes and details in downtown 
Cleveland, amassing approximately 2500 
images from which the final 125 were 
selected. Downtown was chosen as a 
way to celebrate CPS history. Scavenger 
locations were chosen to include as 
many former CPS meeting sites in the 
downtown area as possible. 
Support for the project was obtained 
from the Downtown Cleveland Alliance 
(DCA), whose endorsement provided 
the legitimacy needed in order to gather 
prizes from downtown merchants 
and others. Promotional sponsorship 
was also provided by coolcleveland.
com, a weekly e-newsletter that was 
instrumental in helping publicize the 
event to the community at large.
The Scavenger Hunt ran during 2012, 
from March 11 through November 4.  
Scavengers registered on a website 
created by Randy Beiter specifically for 
this use. The website provided access 
to the Scavenger images. There was no 
cost to participate and all development 
and administration time was donated 
by CPS volunteers. It was the job of the 
participants to find the images from a 
defined area of Downtown, then upload 
their own version of the same image to 
prove they found it. Over 500 people 
registered as individuals or teams, two-
thirds of which had no relationship to 
CPS.  
Promotional materials, including buttons, 
banners, literature and signs developed 
by Anita Orenick, used the Scavenger 
Hunt logo she had developed to tie all 
aspects of the program together in a 
professional manner. Field trips ran 
once a month in different areas of the 
'Scavenger Zone' to maintain interest 

revealed the location of all the 
Scavenger images.
Over $5,000 in prizes had been 
accumulated due to the efforts of 
CPS volunteers. Winners were 
given the opportunity to pick their 
prize in descending order, based 
on the number of images they'd 
located. The evening concluded 
with a slideshow that revealed 
the location of all the Scavenger 
images. One image that had 
remained elusive throughout 
the contest and its location was 
revealed last to a chorus of 
groans.
At the end of the evening, 
everyone left with both a sense 
of accomplishment and a sense 
of sadness that the Hunt had 
ended. Calls rang out for a repeat 
performance and a similar event 
may surface again in the future!   
In all, the Scavenger Hunt 
accomplished everything it had 
set out to accomplish and more.   
Another feather in the cap of the 
entire 125th Anniversary Project! 

Scavengers on the Hunt                                                        Clayton Rung
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YEAR END AWARDS

Chuck Bentivegna  Creative, Through the Lens
Erik Heinrich   Creative, Through Processing      
               
Chuck Bentivegna  Nature, Color                          
Jon Theobald   Nature, B & W
               
Chuck Bentivegna  People, Candid
Jon Theobald   People, Posed                                      
Karen Hoinke   People, Studio 
                        
Chuck Bentivegna  Pictorial, Color
Dennis Wert   Pictorial, B & W

Debbie DiCarlo   Projection, Color
Robert Boyle   Projection, B & W

PHOTOS OF THE YEAR

SPECIAL AWARDS

Dennis Wert   Charlie Caseau Award

Erik Heinrich   William Meyer Award

Chuck Bentivegna  Ruth Morrison Award

John Earl Brown  Charlie Cervenak Award

Erik Heinrich   John Moddejonge Award

Chuck Bentivegna  Henry Mayer Award
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Selection of Creative Competition Winners

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Upward Spiral                                             Vicki Wert
Creative, Through Processing – First Place

Lonely Night                                             Erik Pickering
Creative, Thrrough Processing – First Place
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Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

City Under Glass                                               Scott Theus
Creative, Through the Lens – Second Place

Patriotic Fireworks                                      Joe Polevoi
Creative, Through Processing – Third Place

Color and Chrome                                           Roger Moore
Creative, Through the Lens – Third Place



25

Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Crockett Hotel                                                               Stephen Snitzky
Creative, Through the Lens – Honorable Mention

Grafton House                                                                     Joanne Damian
Creative, Through the Lens – First Place
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Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Happy Sneakers                                         Angeli Persons
Creative, Through the Lens – Honorable Mention

Jail Phone Calls                                           Susan Bestul
Creative, Through the Lens – First Place

Morning Walk With Abby                   Magdalena Chmura
Creative, Through Processing – Honorable Mention
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Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Scary Image                                                                                       Ed Rynes
Creative, Through Processing – First Place

Wacky Window                                                                              Robert Boyle
Creative, Through the Lens – Third Place
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Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and 
advance the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.

Club Information

The Cleveland Photographic Society

CPS has operated continuously since 
1887, making us one of the oldest camera 
clubs in North America. The organization 
currently has over 500 members and is 
one of the few anywhere to have its own 
permanent clubroom. The objectives of 
the society are to promote and advance 
the understanding, passion and joy of 
photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture 
taking, competition, critique, and 
fellowship. We meet almost every Friday 
evening and our meetings are always open 
to visitors and guests—we invite you to 
visit us! Our clubroom is located on the 
City of Broadview Heights campus. The 
clubroom opens at 7:00 p.m. Visit our 
website for directions, maps, and further 
information: www.clevelandphoto.org 

CPS Competitions
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of 
our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only 
members can enter images for competition, but all are 
invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature, 
People, Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three 
competitions per category are held throughout the year.  
In addition, four Projection competitions are held, 
displaying projected digital images. The category for 
Projection competitions is Pictorial (open). 
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice 
Nights are held throughout the year. These are informal, 
unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as 
Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition Rules and 
Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be 
found on the Competition page of our website.

CPS Membership
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples  
are $81.00; Family (couple plus one or more children)  
is $117.00; Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00.  
A downloadable application form and more details can  
be found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org 
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one 
of the most dynamic, active, and friendliest camera clubs 
in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are our 
primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter your  
skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of 
activities that will enhance your skills—and you’ll have  
FUN along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained 
at www.clevelandphoto.org


