
PHOTDarkroom DOOR  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  CClleevveellaanndd  PPhhoottooggrraapphhiicc  SSoocciieettyy  JJaannuuaarryy//FFeebbrruuaarryy//MMaarrcchh  22000088  

                     

 

                                                
                                                                                                    

  
     
      
 
                                                   

 
                                                                  
 
                                                         
 
                   

              
                 

                                                                                    
 

    
               
 
 

 
 

       
  
 

     
   
  FIELDTRIPS COVERAGE 
 
             PHOTOSHOP TECHINIQUE BY ARLAN HEISER 
 
  TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY BY VARINA PATEL 
      
            HUGE LISTING OF CONTESTS, WORKSHOPS AND OPPORTUNITIES  
 
 MEMBERS SHOWCASE  AND CHECK THIS OUT  
                                 

 
Photo: Mary Rynes “Fall Tree”, taken at Lakeview Cemetery, Cleveland.  
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CPS – www.clevelandphoto.org 

 
Schedule 

 
  

 
                   

    NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEddiittoorr  
  

  HHeerree  iiss  aannootthheerr  iissssuuee  ooff  tthhee  DDaarrkkrroooomm  DDoooorr  
ffoorr  yyoouu  ttoo  eennjjooyy..    

  

WWee  aarree  aallwwaayyss  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  ttoo  

hheellpp  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneewwsslleetttteerr..  WWee  nneeeedd  aarrttiicclleess  

oonn::  HHooww  TToo  iinn  PPhhoottoosshhoopp;;  aarrttiicclleess  oonn  TTiippss  

oonn  pphhoottooggrraapphhyy;;  rreeppoorrtteerrss  ffoorr  ffiieellddttrriippss..  
VVoolluunntteeeerrss,,  pplleeaassee,,  sstteepp  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aanndd  ccoonnttaacctt  

mmee  aatt  mmyy  ee--mmaaiill  ppllaacceedd  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  

  

TThhee  DDaarrkkrroooomm  DDoooorr  iiss  aallwwaayyss  ooppeenn  ffoorr  ffeeeeddbbaacckk  aanndd  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss..    

TThhaannkkss  ttoo  aallll  mmeemmbbeerrss  tthhaatt  hheellppeedd  aanndd  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  iissssuuee..  

  
WWee  hhaavvee  iinn  tthhiiss  iissssuuee  aa  ggoooodd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonntteessttss  ggooiinngg  oonn,,  pprroobbaabbllyy    

ffrroomm  rreelliiaabbllee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss,,  bbuutt  bbee  aawwaarree  ooff  tthhee  pphhoottooggrraapphhyy  ssccaammss  

ccoonntteessttss  aarroouunndd  tthhee  gglloobbee..  AAss  aa  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ffrroomm  aannootthheerr  mmeemmbbeerr,,  

wwee  ppoosstteedd  aa  lliinnkk  tthhaatt  iiss  wwoorrtthh  ttoo  ttaakkee  aa  llooookk  oonn  hhooww  tthheeyy  wwoorrkk..  II,,  

ppeerrssoonnaallllyy,,  hhaavvee  aass  aa  pprriinncciippaall  nnoott  ttoo  eenntteerr  ccoonntteessttss  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  ttoo  ppaayy  
aann  eennttrryy  ffeeee,,  eevveenn  iiff  tthhee  hhoossttiinngg  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  iiss  ttoottaallllyy  rreelliiaabbllee..  

NNeeiitthheerr  wwoouulldd  II  eenntteerr  aa  ccoonntteesstt  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  lleett  mmee  kkeeeepp  mmyy  

ccooppyyrriigghhtt..  YYoouu  sshhoouulldd  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  ddeecciiddee  ffoorr  yyoouurrsseellff..  

  
Endorsing CPS President’s words, our Club is a non stuck club and 
has lots of events and opportunities to all. Creativity is the keyword 

that keeps members active and attracts many others every month.  
  

IIssaabbeell  ““BBeell””  MMaarrttiinnss  
 

 

OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and advance the 
understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities for education, skill 
development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.  

 
Photography Quote:  

 

“To some an extremely sharp picture may be positively painful, for it will perhaps disturb and break the train of 
thought, whereas a less-defined one would allow the mind to wander as its own sweet will”. Frank M. Sutcliffe. 

©Darkroom Door - Quarterly  

newsletter of Cleveland Photographic Society.  

www.clevelandphoto.org 
 

9543 Broadview Road. 
Broadview Heights, OH, 44147 
 

Correspondence address: 
PO Box 470303 
Broadview Heights, OH - 44147 
 
CPS is a Founding Member of 

Photographic Society of America - PSA. 
 www.psa-photo.org  

 

                  
 
All Rights Reserved. All photographs herein are 
protected by copyright law and may not be 
reproduced without the express written consent of 
the photographers. 

 

Editor:  Isabel “Bel” Martins 
mariaisabel150@hotmail.com  

 

CPS Officers: 
President: Rob Erick  
Vice-President: Max Aynik 
Treasurer: Brenda Gemeiner 
Secretary: Jill Stanphill 
Past President: Ron Wilson 
Board Members: Isabel Martins, Diane Funk, 
Jodie Beaver, John Earl Brown, Jeff Wessel, 
Barb Pennington,  Peggy Miklus, Kris 
Bosworth,  Bill Trent, Bill Rittman, Cheryl 
Donovan, and Cheri Homaee. 

   

Complete and updated Club Calendar can be 
obtained on the website at 
www.clevelandphoto.org 
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President’s Message 

 
CPS began the new year running – and shows no sign of 
looking back!  By the time you read this, we will be in the 
process of wrapping up the most successful round of 
School of Photography sessions in recent memory and 
possibly in the history of the Club.  More than 100 
students enrolled in the three programs offered and the 
new Basic Digital School began well with an initial 
enrollment of 25 students. 

 
So far this year we’ve presented a wide array of events, 
ranging from field trips to educational opportunities to 
new and fresh ideas to expand our Friday meeting 
offerings.  We hope you’ve participated often and that 
you’ll always keep the Club’s diverse calendar of events 
on hand so that you can join us as often as possible. 

 
And there’s so much more in store for the coming 
months.  Plans are well underway to provide unique 
photographic opportunities and exciting presentations – 
some are listed on the calendar already, while others are 
in the planning stages and will be announced soon.  We 
ask you to bookmark www.clevelandphoto.org among 

your web favorites – you’ll always find something new 
and interesting there! 

 
But as exciting as the future looks for CPS and its 
members, we do so with a tinge of sadness as well.  As 
most of you know, just a few days prior to Christmas we 
lost a dear friend with the sudden passing of Charlie 
Cervenak.  While we will struggle to replace his energy 
and enthusiasm and fresh ideas, we will do so with fond 
memories of all he meant to CPS - and the lasting 
impression his larger-than-life personality left upon us all.  
Please keep his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 
 

As we all know, CPS is nothing without the active 
participation and enthusiasm of its members, students and 
friends.  So whether it’s at an upcoming competition, field 
trip, movie night, Friday meeting or a host of other 
program offerings, we hope to see YOU soon and often! 

 
Rob Erick 
CPS President

 
 

CPS UPCOMING AND PAST EVENTS 

 

ON THE SCHEDULE 

End-of-Year Competition and Annual Banquet – May 2008 
Get ready for the “grand finale” competition in May. You don’t want to miss it! See more info on the following 
pages. 
 

 
PAST EVENTS 
 
Open House December 1 and 2 
 Once again CPS opened its doors with an Open House on December 1 and 2. A small membership group 
gathered beforehand to clean and decorate for the holidays. As is our custom, wonderful refreshments were 
donated in forms of money and a wide variety of wonderful appetizers and beverages. Who could resist the hot 
mulled cider, deviled eggs, a variety of pizzas, ham roll-ups, dips, nuts and an array of homemade cookies? Ron 
Wilson and Kris Bosworth did a fine job with their well organized presentations. A generous group of 
members mingled with visitors answering questions and offering suggestions. The weekend visitor attendance of 

25 generated 3 new members and 2 new students. Barb Pennington, Hospitality Chairperson. 
 

Christmas Party 
Despite some important absences, the CPS Christmas party was a lot of fun, integrating everybody as the 
Christmas spirit suggests and no photography was mentioned. After all, even photographers have lives outside of 
photography! However, some members didn’t waste the opportunity to register those moments and flashes were 
popping up all over the room. 
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Fun Moments at Christmas Party by Neil Evans 

OTHER EVENTS/SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

“Peoples’ Choice” 
Many came out for the very first Peoples’ Choice evening bringing two of their best ARCHITECTURAL images 
to present and be commented on by the PEOPLE (the audience of CPSers).  Before the presentations began, three 
special photographic topics were chosen, Composition, Design and Lighting, from a "brainstormed" list of eight 
or nine suggestions - Each photographer then presented his or her entries and told us a little about where they 
were taken as well as why these were chosen.  We were treated to some very interesting and moving stories about 
the photographer's emotional responses to these photos.  
All the images were placed on the display rails for viewing and the audience then voted with color-coded paper 
squares. Modest prizes were awarded.  The food was delicious and it was a good evening indeed! Maria Kaiser 
 

   CPS INFO  
 

End-of-Year Competition                                          
April 11, 2008 - Deadline for submitting year end entries   
ONLY images that have been shown during this June 2007 and March 2008 CPS Year are eligible. 
ONLY three entries in each of the five competitions may be submitted: Nature, Pictorial, People, Creative, and 
Projection. Look for labeled places at the club where the end-of-year photos may be submitted.  
                             
May 10, 2008 - Annual Banquet and when year end awards are announced and winners are recognized.  The top 
winning images (Best of Show) in each competition are the photos that hang on the CPS Back Wall during the 
2008-2009 CPS Year. 
                                                     “CPS Wall of Fame 2007/2008” 

                                             
 
Peoples’ Choice Night  
“We will hold four such evenings between now and the end of the current club year and the success of these 
events may play a role in Competitions for the upcoming year”, said Maria Kaiser, who is in charge of these 
special evenings. 
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CPS Library 
YOUR BOOK DONATIONS NEEDED! 

By: Bel Martins 
 
Recently approved and created, “CPS Reference Library” will consist of practical handbooks of recent vintage 
dealing with digital photography and image editing.   
 
“Do you have a book about digital photography techniques that you've finished reading?  Have you upgraded to a 
new camera, and no longer need the Magic Lantern Guide for your old model?  Are you now using Photoshop 
CS3 or Elements 6.0, and have no use for that old CS2 or Elements 5.0 book?  It's likely that other CPS members 
would enjoy reading some of those books that are collecting dust on your shelves.  Consider donating them to the 
CPS Library.  It's less painful than donating blood, but you still may get a free cookie if you bring the book to one 
of our meetings”, said Dave Busch, CPS Librarian. 
  
Just bring the book and slip it into the stack on display (a new bookshelf to house the books has been constructed 
– thanks to Rick Wetterau!.)  Busch will log in the book and apply a CPS sticker to the back cover, and add it to 
the official inventory.  We're not looking for film photography books at this time, nor art books or coffee table 
books of photography.  The goal is to build a reference library of practical digital photography techniques, image 
editing, and camera-specific guides that members can borrow and learn from.  We definitely need to expand our 
selection beyond what has already been graciously donated. Questions can be directed to CPSLibrary@gmail.com 
.     
 

Competition Standings 
Complete competition standings are placed on the CPS website: www.clevelandphoto.org  
 

 

CCPPSS  FFIIEELLDD  TTRRIIPPSS  ––  wwwwww..cclleevveellaannddpphhoottoo..oorrgg   
 

ON THE SCHEDULE - Take a look at the website for more info and updates. 

How to Photograph a Wedding – March 29.  

Play House Square Theaters – June 15 and a date to be announced 

The Wilds – June 2   Day trip in Cumberland, OH.                                                                                                   

PAST FIELD TRIPS 
 
Field trips are covered until Jan/2008 in this issue. Thanks to Diane Funk who became the CPS reporter for our 
field trips due to her willingness to help in a timely manner.  While she earned this “official” position, it does not 
mean any other member can’t contribute in this section. Actually we should post a sign “now hiring” somewhere 
in the club room. So, if you like to write and have a little time available, please send an article if you attend a 
future field trip. Contributions and volunteer work are always welcome. 

Holiday Lights on November 30 

Good attendance made this evening special for Holiday Lights in Strongsville, despite the cold weather. The second  

best part was the refreshments at the club where everybody reunited afterwards. 
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City of Cleveland Rockefeller Park Greenhouse February 2 
Students and members got together for this field trip that has become a tradition.  
Member Dale Marsh’s kids by Ed Rynes at the Greenhouse. 
 

                                    
      Maria Marsh – member and potential instructor at CPS       Dale Marsh Junior – a potential student 

 
 

A DAY IN PITTSBURGH 

 
By Diane Funk 

                               
 

It was another CPS wonderful day. It was another 
time of CPS fellowship for 37 members and friends 
who took the field trip to Pittsburgh. No detail was 
missed. The bus was comfortable and Norm, the 
driver was great. Great big Thank You's to Ron 
(formerly from Pittsburgh) and Jill (Secretary and this 
tour organizer) and also, of course, Todd (Jill's 
husband). Kudos. You provided everything for a 
great relaxing and inspiring day. 
 
The CPS record of good field trip weather was 
challenged as it was not the "Covered Bridges" 
perfect- blue sky, however, the drizzle did hold off 
until the last stop! It was tolerable for the pre-

Thanksgiving-beginning-of-winter season. This did 
not dampen the spirits of our dedicated 
photographers. The well organized leaders even had 
paper towels ready for the last wipe down! 
 
Pittsburgh has a rich history forged by the three rivers 
and the surrounding hills.  From the French and 
Indian Wars in the 1750's, through the major 
industrial eras of coal mining and steel, you can still 
find the making of a city of today. 

 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh have some similarities but it 
is the differences we notice. The views from the top 
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of Mt. Washington and the Inclines gave us an 
exciting start to our day. 
 
What a wonderful way to begin the Holiday Season. 
All the variations of any Winter Holiday were soon to 
be found when we arrived at the PPG Plaza. Several 
people were amazed at the 5-legged people 
(photographers with tri-pods) as we arrived en mass. 

    
Outside a huge decorated holiday tree was 
centered in the ice skating rink. Around it were 
families, groups of friends and individuals of 
varying skating skills. Some were skating, a few 
were falling, but all were laughing, enjoying the 
music and the day.  
 
Inside the Lobby at PPG Place No.1 was a seasonal 
display. Around a huge decorated Holiday Tree were 
several trains moving among the winners of a 
Gingerbread House Contest. The "Around the World" 
Santa theme vignettes filled the perimeter, each with 
a painting and the life-sized costumed figures 

matching the painting. Anyone would find this 
display enchanting, to say the least. 
 

 
Away from the Plaza center, there were two 
horse drawn vehicles and all the lights, bows, 
decorated trees and happy voices one could wish 
for. Some of the photographers ventured further 
out to explore the city sights as well.  

 
The next stop was Station Square on the other side of 
the Monongahela River. Then the last stop was 
overlooking the Point as the evening light came on in 
the drizzle. 
 
We will extend the trip when we get together and 
show our favorite images and share again the fond 
memories of another CPS Field Trip.  

 
                                            CPS Group in Pittsburgh 
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AKRON ART MUSEUM 
 

By Diane Funk 
 

 
   

It was an extremely bitter cold day (January 20th), 
perfect for the dream-world of a fire in the fireplace 
(cozy, of course) and a hot cup of Chocolate (topped 
with marshmallows, of course).  Instead, I went to the 
Akron Art Museum which originated in the 1890's. 
The recent new section of glass and metal of varying 
angles makes it one of the 11 outstanding museums 
of our time. 
 
The CPS field trip was scheduled to see the 
photography of Masumi Hayashi. The exhibit  
was one of several as a tribute to the slain artist who 
created panoramic composite images.  
I went. I looked. The closer I looked, the more I saw. 
It was exciting! I felt that I was sharing the corner of 
her mind, the concept, the overall design impact, the 
individual images and the time invested. Sharing with 
other members of CPS added to the enriching 
experience. There were numerous exclamations of 
“did you see this???"  From the catalog, I had 
expected the images to be wall murals, but they were 
not.  Masumi Hayashi had recorded adjoining images, 
moving the camera slightly from left to right (or right 
to left) covering 180 degrees or more. She repeated 

the series on multiple levels. Then she placed the 
images together as a collage. The individual images 
were small and personal; the totals were patterns and 
designs.  All of this stimulated and expanded our 
photographic thinking. 
 
The contemporary art section raised the usual 
questions for which there are no clear answers. If you 
ask, "Why is this here?" you might get an answer of, 
"why not!"  Think beyond the box. Can you apply 
that to your photography? 
 

 
There was a room featuring two Ohio watercolor 
artists of the 1900's. One worked with a light palette 
and the other worked with high contrasts and much 
black. As photographers, we looked at composition 
and interpretation. Whether you work with 
watercolors, oils or camera, all of us are seeking to 
record a visual communication. We learn from our 
own experiences. We, as well, learn by absorbing 
from the experiences of other artists. We learn from 
what impresses us and from what makes us think, like 
it or not. Hurray! Two steps forward. 
 
Our stop at the visiting Norman Rockwell display 
was breathtaking.  When I entered the room with 
three walls exhibiting just his covers for the Saturday 
Evening Post, I felt breathless from the impact.  
Several of the original canvases were available in the 
other rooms!  He was disciplined. He worked with oil 
paints as that was the material of his time (before 
acrylics). He was a fine draftsman. His popular 
themes were romanticized images from his 
observations and thoughts.  He knew how to 
communicate. 
 
How does that relate to photography, you might ask. 
The goals of CPS competitions look at Composition, 
Impact, and Technique.  Norman Rockwell's works 
are outstanding in these areas. When we surround 
ourselves with quality, we improve. Therefore, as 
photographers we can learn by viewing the quality 
works of other artists. 
 
Seeing the images and thinking about these artists' 
concepts, compositions, and techniques made the trip 
well worth sacrificing the "by a cozy fire" idea for the 
day. Hesitate not. Please join the next CPS field trip. 
We have fun. We share. We learn. We improve. 
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ABOUT MEMBERS 
  

 

 Members’ Achievements 
Perhaps even more rewarding than the individual 
rewards is to see more and more CPS members 
winning competitions and contests around. Junior 
member Stephanie Wollman became a popular 
presence in this newsletter with her achievements. 
Congratulations to all. 

Neil Evans - Is one of the big winners of American 
Rose Society Contest. He got King of the Show, 
which is the second best out of 845 photographs and 
placed ten altogether in different categories. 

Patti Jacko - Along with Neil, Patti got  an 
Honorable Mention in Class 1 with Marilyn Monroe 
rose. 

Ron Wilson -  Single-handedly cleared the table at 
the recent Canton JCC Photography Show. He swept 
the awards with both Best-In-Show Color and Best-
In-Show Black and White photograph! 

Tom Fleming - Has a photo on display at the FAVA 
Six Stage Photography Show in Oberlin from Feb. 
17 through March 28. Details are at 
www.favagallery.org  

Ryn Clarke - Won Best of Show in the Cuyahoga 
Valley Photographic Society 2007 Photography 
Contest in November of 2007 with “Cinnamon 
Fern”, which was on exhibit until this past 
December. She is also having an exhibit in 
conjunction with City Music that she said “travels  

from venue to venue according to the concert 
schedule and it’s the first year that they have 
included an art component into the lineup”.  More 
info at www.citymusiccleveland.org 

Chris Dixon - True Art is gone, but from its ashes 
rises the 'Vision Gallery' with a show that premiered 
was on Friday Feb 29th aptly named 'The Phoenix 
Show'. The show will be on display in the heart of 
"CollinHood", historic Waterloo Art District until 
April 4. If you missed the opening in February, there 
will be wine and goodies on the closing day. Fridays 
6-11pm, Saturdays & Sundays 1-5pm. 

Varina Patel got an article published at 
www.outbackphoto.com/CONTENT_2007_01/sec
tion_composition/20080107_SeeingTheLight/inde
x.html  and 
www.outbackphoto.com/CONTENT_2007_01/sec
tion_composition/20080121_WorkingTheLight/in
dex.html  

Stephanie Wollman, junior member - She won the 
silver award from the Cleveland Institute of Art for 
the Scholastic Art Awards of 2008 with photo “Girl 
Window, B+W”. She was also a 2008 Benny Award 
Winner in the Graphic Design category 
photography. The Graphic Arts Council of 
Cleveland presented the award last January. She also 
received the 2008 Outstanding Students Award from 
them, too. 

            

 
In Memoriam 
 

Bill Gance (William V. Gance), CPS member and US Army, passed away on Dec 2, 2007, at the age of 70. 

Another CPS member Charles Cervenak, “animal advocate, eagle photographer”, as described by Plain 
Dealer reporter passed away last Dec 21, 2007 at the age 61. His death caught everybody at the club by surprise  
and many members attended his funeral. 
Engaged in many activities at the club, his energetic presence and contagious full-of-life soul at the meetings 
will be missed by all of us. 
 
 
 
 



 10 

MMEEMMBBEERRSS’’  SSHHOOWWCCAASSEE  

 

Bryce NP – Winter Scene – Jay Patel             

 

 
Road Side Shrine - John Earl Brown 
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    PPHHOOTTOOSSHHOOPP  TTEECCHHNNIIQQUUEE  

 
 

PHOTOSHOP and BLACK &WHITE 

 
By Arlan Heiser 
 
Photography started with black and white pictures more than 160 years ago and many people still find great 
B&W prints have high visual impact.   A color print can depend upon a bright color to attract the viewers’ eye 
while with a B&W print we are more likely to focus on the entire picture. 
 
Since the early days of digital photography there have been efforts to produce a B&W print that would include a 
wide tonal spread from black blacks through the many shades of gray to pure white.  The difficult part for the 
amateur photographer working with a home ink jet printer has been to generate those many shades of gray that 
produce a really great print.  Getting good B&W prints from a digital camera certainly has been done for at least 
ten years but not everyone who has tried has produced good results.  Many efforts have ended with prints 
having good blacks and white but only a few shades of gray.  This will work on a few subjects but on other 
subjects it produces an uninteresting photograph.  A significant part of the problem the early digital 
experimenters faced were the limits imposed by the consumer priced ink jet printers and of available photo 
papers. 
 
Some of the difficulties of producing good B&W digital pictures can be demonstrated by the many procedures 
that have been suggested over the years for converting from color to B&W.   Early versions of Photoshop 
recommended going to the Mode menu and choosing “Grayscale”.  Another version of this approach was to 
select the “Hue & Saturation” from the Image/Adjustments menu and slide the saturation slider fully to the left 
to desaturate the photo.  Desaturate is now a choice in the Image menu of Photoshop.  Some adventurous 
photographers chose more elaborate steps including converting the photo from RGB Color to Lab Color and 
then manipulating the lightness channel and converting that to grayscale.  Another procedure recommends 
duplicating the color photo then applying a black fill layer and selecting the color blend mode. 
 
Now there is some good news for photographers who want to produce really stunning B&W prints.  Photo 
papers are now available in a wide selection of surfaces.  At least two manufacturers (Epson and Canon) are 
offering ink jet printers that have three shades of black ink to help produce those beautiful gradations of gray 
that make for a good B&W print.  In addition, some of the higher-end cameras can be set to produce a B&W 
output so it is not necessary to do any post processing to the photo. 
 
Photoshop now has an easy but flexible procedure to produce a good B&W print.  Choose the Image 
menu/Adjustments/Black & White and the six color adjustment sliders shown in figure 1 come up.   For 
example, by easily adjusting the separate colors green grass can be made lighter and the blue sky darker.  This 
menu also provides a check box for applying a tint to the entire photo.  Sepia effects can be quickly done with 
this method.  The menu also permits the choice of adding some interesting filter effects such as infrared and red, 
yellow and blue. See figure 2.   
 
The conclusion is that if you tried digital B&W four years ago and were disappointed in the result, try again! 
Things have changed and there may be an Ansel Adams-type print just waiting in your computer for you to 
bring it forth.   
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MEMBERS’ TRAVEL

 
Following the Light 

By Varina Patel 
 

 
 
Glacier National Park offers some of the most 
beautiful landscapes in the US. I spent several 
years of my childhood living in the Rocky 
Mountains, and returning to them feels like going 
home. This trip was a return to my childhood - 
evergreen forests, crystal clear lakes, cool 
mornings, and sudden storms… 

 
Afternoon thunderstorms are very much a part of 
Rocky Mountain weather. Check the skies in the 
morning, and you’re likely to feel pretty good 
about your prospects for a nice, sunny day… but 
bring a rain jacket anyway, because chances are, 
the weather is going to get interesting. 
Thunderstorms roll in as the day progresses… and 
where there are thunderstorms, there are 
thunderheads… glorious, billowing clouds that 
make a photographer run for the camera. 

 
We spent our first afternoon at Glacier scouting 
locations. Shooting at midday is generally taboo 
for serious photographers, and we use this time to 
look for locations that might make good shots at a 
better time of day. However, there are exceptions 
to every rule – and in the Rocky Mountains, you 
are likely to run into a pretty darn spectacular 
exception just before or after a thunderstorm. We 
set up our cameras near St. Mary Lake as 
sunbeams streamed through the clouds overhead 
and the soft storm light danced on the textured 
rocks all around us. The images I captured can 

only offer a glimpse of the astonishing beauty of a 
scene like this one. 

 
As the sun dropped towards the horizon, we began 
to watch the sky in search of clues to where we’d 
find the best evening shots. Tonight, the decision 
was easy. There was no doubt that the best spot 
was along the main road in the park – the aptly 
named “Going to the Sun Road.” Gaps in the 
cloud cover allowed sunlight to stream through in 
bright beams. The misty remains of the recent 
storm softened and reflected the light, creating a 
lightshow the likes of which I’d never seen. 
 
And just when we thought it couldn’t get any 
better, it did. The sky opened further, and deep 
golden sunlight flooded the valley. There is 
nothing more satisfying to a landscape 
photographer than choosing the right spot under a 
stunning sky. 
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The following morning, we rose early. We chose 
to set up our equipment near Sun Point on St. 
Mary Lake in hopes of capturing the early 
morning light on the mountains. The clouds 
created a beautiful backdrop and we hoped they 
would provide us with some nice colors as the sun 
rose behind us. Once again, we were not 
disappointed. Going to the Sun Mountain blushed 
red in the early morning light, and the clouds 
followed suit. We ate breakfast that morning with 
smiles on our faces. So far, we had been lucky 
twice… and it wouldn’t be the last time during our 
stay in Montana. 
 
Our plans for the day included a hike to Grinnell 
Glacier – 11 miles round trip with an altitude gain 
of about 1600 feet. We took a few shots along the 
road to the trailhead at Many Glacier. Mist on 
Lake Sherburne provided a beautiful setting and a 
welcome break from driving. 
 
 
The trail to Grinnell Glacier is truly beautiful. We 
noted a few likely locations and planned to 
photograph them on the way down, when the light 
was more to our liking. Our pace was fast, since 
we wanted to spend as much time at the top as 
possible before it was necessary to head back 
down, and we wanted to have time for 
photography on the downward trip as well. 
Grinnell Glacier was amazing, but the light was 
too harsh for photography – we took no shots of 
the glacial lake or its beautiful rocky surroundings. 
A trip like this one is never wasted, though – we’ll 
return to Grinnell Glacier on another trip to 
photograph its unique landscape. 
 
As we began our downward climb, I slipped on the 
steep, rocky path and fell hard. My camera 
survived the fall and although my ball head has a 
new dent, it is none the worse for wear. I was 

surprised to discover that I felt no pain other than a 
dull ache in my leg. My seemingly minor injury 
was exacerbated the following day… but for the 
time being, all was well. We photographed 
Grinnell Lake on the way down and arrived at the 
trailhead well before dark. Our feet were tired, but 
we were ready for more. 
 
The following morning, we rose before the sun 
once again. Today, the sky was heavily overcast. 
Rather than crawling back between the sheets, we 
scouted possible locations for future trips, and set 
our sights on another long hike. This time, we 
planned to visit Iceberg Lake. The hike started out 
well. After a 4.7 mile hike with an altitude gain of 
1200 feet, we reached the end of the trail. Iceberg 
Lake lacked any icebergs – but it made up for that 
disappointment with sheer beauty. The lake is a 
deep turquoise color and the passing clouds made 
patterns of light and shadow on its surface that 
defied belief. We waited in the cold wind for 
openings in the clouds in order to capture the 
beauty, and finally – satisfied with the results of 
our patience – we returned to the trailhead. 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, while stepping down from a large 
rock, I pulled a muscle that I had aggravated the 
day before on our hike at Many Glaciers. The pain 
was so intense that I was unable to hike at our 
usual pace. I couldn’t lift my leg effectively, and I 
gasped each time I bumped my foot against a rock 
as the pain shot up my leg. It took three times as 
long to descend 4.7 miles as it had to climb the 
same distance. I was glad to climb into the car and 
rest, but my leg continued to cause me pain for the 
rest of the trip. 
 
Much to my husband’s chagrin, I refused to relax 
until we arrived back at home. I insisted on taking 
our planned evening hike – a short walk on a 
relatively smooth path – and I photographed the 
sunset over St. Mary Lake as well. The rocks 
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along this stretch of the lake were a soft blue color 
spotted with orange lichen, and the clouds turned 
gold in the last light. Afterward, I was ready for 
bed – and painkillers. 
 
On our final morning in Glacier, we rose early as 
usual and drove into the park in the rain. With 
such heavily overcast skies, a pleasing sunrise was 
unlikely, so we pulled over and slept for a few 
hours on the side of the road. My leg was still very 
painful, and time was short, so we turned towards 

the highway. We captured one last shot as we left 
the park. 
 
Glacier National Park is a fantastic place. Nature 
has provided an amazing variety of textures and 
colors that make photography a true pleasure. If 
you learn to follow the light, you will discover that 
the beauty of the park extends far beyond the usual 
tourist attractions. Both the Montana earth and its 
breathtaking sky are inspirational

 

EEXXHHIIBBIITTSS,,  WWOORRKKSSHHOOPPSS,,  CCOONNTTEESSTTSS,,  AANNDD  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  

••    ““SSeeeeiinngg  OOuurrsseellvveess::  MMaasstteerrppiieecceess  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy””,,  ffrroomm  GGeeoorrggee  EEaassttmmaann  HHoouussee..  FFeebbrruuaarryy  

99  ttoo  AApprriill  66,,  aatt  ZZaanneessvviillllee  AArrtt  CCeenntteerr,,  iinn  ZZaanneessvviillllee,,  OOHH..    

wwwwww..zzaanneessvviilllleeaarrttcceenntteerr..oorrgg//ggaalllleerriieess__eexxhhiibbiittiioonnss..hhttmm      

••  “Manhattan Noon”, street photography in  eexxhhiibbiitt  iinn  NNYYCC  bbyy  GGuuss  PPoowweellll,,  aa  Brooklyn-based 
photographer,     aatt  tthhee  MMuusseeuumm  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  oonn  vviieeww  tthhrroouugghh  AApprriill  2200.. 
wwwwww..iimmaaggiinnggiinnffoo..ccoomm//wweebb//oonnlliinnee//IInndduussttrryy--NNeewwss//SSttrreeeett--PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy--iinn--aann--IImmaaggee--FFiilllleedd--AAggee--

EExxhhiibbiitteedd--iinn--NNYYCC//44$$33554433##    

••  “In the Forest of Fontainebleau: Painters and Photographers from Corot to Monet”. From 
March 2 to June 8, at National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.www.nga.gov.  

••  Worldwide Pinhole Photography Day Set For April 27, 2008 - Anyone, anywhere in the world, 
who makes a pinhole photograph on Pinhole Day, can scan the image and upload it to the 
website where it will become part of this premier gallery of lensless photography. 
www.pinholeday.org  

••  RSMP (Rocky Mountain School of Photography) Weekend Workshops –  CClleevveellaanndd,,  AApprriill  1122  aanndd  
1133..  II  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthheessee  wweeeekkeenndd  wwoorrkksshhooppss,,  ssiinnccee  II  ttooookk    ttwwoo  ddiiffffeerreenntt  wweeeekkeennddss  aanndd  cciittiieess..  

GGoooodd  SSttuuffff  aanndd  nniiccee  ppeeooppllee--pphhoottooggrraapphheerrss..    SSppeecciiaall  ddiissccoouunntt  ffoorr  CCPPSS  mmeemmbbeerrss..  wwwwww..rrmmsspp..ccoomm  

••  Mitche Graf’s Boot Camp Tour 2008 East Coast –  BBuussiinneessss  aanndd  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  iinn  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy..  

PPiittttssbbuurrgghh,,  MMaarrcchh  2244;;  CCoolluummbbuuss,,  MMaarrcchh  2255;;  DDeettrrooiitt,,  MMaarrcchh  2266..  wwwwww..mmiittcchheeggrraaff..ccoomm    

••  DSLR Boot Camps “Wedding Photography: 2010 Workshop” Featuring Dale Kincaid. Strongsville, 
Ohio — March 30, 2008 wwwwww..ddssllrrbboooottccaammpp..ccoomm//wwoorrkksshhooppss..hhttmm##AA    

••  PPhhoottooggrraapphhiicc  PPrroocceessss::  HHiissttoorryy  aanndd  IIddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  pprreesseenntteedd  bbyy  Intermuseum Conservation 
Association. April 11, 9am to 5pm. www.ica-artconservation.org/education/current.htm   

••  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh  PPoosstt  NNaattuurree  PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt  ––  DDeeaaddlliinnee  iiss  MMaarrcchh  1155..  

wwwwww..ppaallmmbbeeaacchhppoosstt..ccoomm//aacccceenntt//ccoonntteenntt//aacccceenntt//nnaattuurree__22000088..hhttmmll    

••  GGeeaauuggaa  MMaappllee  FFeessttiivvaall  PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt  ––  DDeeaaddlliinnee  iiss  MMaarrcchh  2222;;  ffoouurr  ccaatteeggoorriieess..  

wwwwww..mmaapplleeffeessttiivvaall..ccoomm//pphhoottooccoonntteesstt..hhttmm  

••  SShhoooottiinngg  tthhee  HHiillllss  PPhhoottoo  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  hhoosstteedd  bbyy  HHoocckkiinngg  HHiillllss  SSttaattee  PPaarrkk  AApprriill  2200  tthhrroouugghh  2222..      AAmmoonngg  

tthhee  ssppeecciiaall  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iiss  ttoo  sshhoooott  iinn  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee..  TTaakkee  aa  cclloosseerr  llooookk  aatt..  

wwwwww..sshhooootttthheehhiillllss..ccoomm//rruulleessaannddppoolliicciieess..hhttmmll    

••  TTrraavveell  PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt  --  PPllaaiinn  DDeeaalleerr,,  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  iiss  pprroommoottiinngg  aa  ttrraavveell  pphhoottooggrraapphhyy  CCoonntteesstt  --  

DDeeaaddlliinnee  iiss  MMaarrcchh  1144..    GGoooodd  pprriizzeess  aass  TTrriipp  ttoo  CCaannccuunn  aanndd  aa  CCaarrnniivvaall  CCrruuiissee  ttoo  CCoozzuummeell..  

wwwwww..cclleevveellaanndd..ccoomm//ttrraavveell..    

••  Tinkers Creek Photo Contest – Photos will be accepted until April 30 - 
www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org/Photocontest.pdf     

••  Nikon’s Small World 2008 (Photomicrography Competition) -  Deadline April 30, 2008 - 
www.microscopyu.com/smallworld/scripts/entryPage1.asp   

••  Sanctuary for Senior Dogs “Graying Muzzles 2009” old  ddooggss  pphhoottoo  ccoonntteesstt..  DDeeaaddlliinnee  SSeepp  11.. 
wwwwww..ssaannccttuuaarryyffoorrsseenniioorrddooggss..oorrgg//iidd3311..hhttmm    
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• BetttteerrPPhhoottoo  OOnnlliinnee  CCoonntteesstt  -- Monthly. www.betterphoto.com/contest.asp 

• National Geographic - www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/yourshot/index.html        

••  Lakeview Cemetery – You can post your photos taken in this cemetery on their website. 

wwwwww..llaakkeevviieewwcceemmeetteerryy..ccoomm//gguueesstt__pphhoottoo..aasspp    

••  National Geographic “Your Shot” – Monthly submissions. 
www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/yourshot/index.html    

••  Cuyahoga Valley National Park 2008 Photography Contest ––  GGeett  rreeaaddyy    rruulleess  wwiillll  bbee  rreelleeaasseedd  iinn    

tthhee  sspprriinngg..  www.cvps.org  

••  Life on Lake Erie Photo Contest –  DDeeaaddlliinnee  JJuullyy  1111..  FFoorr  aammaatteeuurr  pphhoottooggrraapphheerrss  oonnllyy..  

wwwwww..eeppaa..ssttaattee..oohh..uuss//oolleeoo//pphhoottooccoonntteesstt//pphhoottooccoonntteesstt..hhttmm    

••  Cleveland Zoo Photo Safari and Contest –  SSaaffaarrii  JJuunnee  2222..  DDeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  pphhoottooss  iiss  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11..  hhttttpp::////eevveennttss..oohhiioo..ccoomm//cclleevveellaanndd--oohh//eevveennttss//sshhooww//8811445555881133--pphhoottoo--ssaaffaarrii--22000088    

••  Lake Metroparks 22nd Annual Amateur Photography Contest & Show – Entries from 
June 7 through August 3. New category this year is digital manipulation. 
hhttttpp::////llaakkeemmeettrrooppaarrkkss..ccoomm//pprrooggrraammss//LLaakkeeMMeettrrooppaarrkkss--22000088EEvveennttss..sshhttmmll##pphhoottooccoonntteesstt    

••  National Wildlife Photo Contest –  DDeeaaddlliinnee  JJuullyy  11  

wwwwww..nnwwff..oorrgg//pphhoottoozzoonnee//eenntteerr__pphhoottoo__ccoonntteesstt..ccffmm    

••  HHoollddeenn  AArrbboorreettuumm  PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt  ––  SSuubbmmiissssiioonnss  ffrroomm  AAuugguusstt  11  ttoo  AAuugguusstt  2277..  

hhttttpp::////hhoollddeennaarrbboorreettuumm..llaakkeeccoouunnttyybblloogg..ccoomm//ddeeffaauulltt..aasspp??iitteemm==118811992211    

••  MMeeddiinnaa  CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  ((FFaaiirr  rruunnss  July 28 to August 3) ––  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  iinncclluuddeedd..  CCaallll  oorr  ee--mmaaiill  ffoorr  mmoorree  

iinnffoo::  330-723-9633 or email us at MedinaFair@aol.com. http://www.medina-
fair.com/mcf_generalinfo.html  

••  CCuuyyaahhooggaa  CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  ((FFaaiirr  rruunnss  AAuugguusstt  44  ttoo  AAuugguusstt  1100))  --  Photography Contest. More info at 

iinnffoo@@ccuuyyffaaiirr..ccoomm  oorr  ccaallll  444400--224433--00009900..  wwwwww..ccuuyyffaaiirr..ccoomm//iinnddeexx__mmaaiinn..hhttmm    

               

CCHHEECCKK  TTHHIISS  OOUUTT  

  
MMyy  SSppaaccee  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  GGrroouupp::  
hhttttpp::////ggrroouuppss..mmyyssppaaccee..ccoomm//iinnddeexx..ccffmm??ffuusseeaaccttiioonn==ggrroouuppss..ggrroouuppPPrrooffiillee&&ggrroouuppIIDD==110044111100881166    

  

FFlliicckkrr  TTrraavveell  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  GGrroouupp  --    

wwwwww..ttrraavveellpphhoottoo..nneett//ttrraavveell--pphhoottooggrraapphhyy//ccoouunnttrriieess..sshhttmmll    

  

SSppoorrttss  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  iinn  OOhhiioo  --  wwwwww..cclleeaarrsshhoottssppoorrttss..ccoomm//  

  
UUnnddeerrwwaatteerr  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  --  contest and more. http://wetpixel.com   

  
PPhhoottoo  SSccaammss  ––  HHooww  ttoo  AAvvooiidd  TThheemm  --  
wwwwww..pphhoottoosshhaarriinnggnnuuggggeettss..ccoomm//22000088//0022//hhooww--ttoo--aavvooiidd--pphhoottoo--ccoonntteesstt--ssccaammss..hhttmmll    

  

TThhee  MMootthheerr  ooff  aallll  TTeelleepphhoottooss  --  $$  9999,,000000..0000  LLeennss  
wwwwww..bbhhpphhoottoovviiddeeoo..ccoomm//cc//ffiinndd//nneewwssLLeetttteerr//MMootthheerr--ooff--AAllll--LL--LLeennsseess..jjsspp      

 

THEME GALLERY – WINTER 

Since winter is still here, there is no better time to showcase our members’ hard work:  
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 Winter 1, by Larry Nagy 
 

                             
                            Yellowstone Coyote, by William Sebastian 
 

                  
                   Winter, by Vince Vartorella 
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MISCELLANEOUS - Find out more at www.clevelandphoto.org   
 

 

CPS Membership 
One year’s dues: Single membership is $54.00: Couple is $81.00:  Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member (roughly over 100 miles) is $36.00. You can obtain an application form at our website: 
www.clevelandphoto.org. Join and enjoy one of the oldest camera clubs in the US. There are lots of activities 
that will enhance your skills.  You’ll have fun and an enjoyable time, whether you are a beginner, advanced, 
or a professional photographer.  

 
Newsletter - Requirements to post photos has CHANGED. See below. 
You can submit your achievements, photography exhibits, tips, articles written by you on  
Travel and Photoshop, and general purpose photos at anytime. 

 
Photograph and article requirements to post in the Darkroom Door newsletter: 
Just touch up your photo to look at its best and crop as you want and send me the file in .Jpeg - more than 1 MB 
file, please, and leave the rest for me.  Since not everyone knows how to resize a photo and in order to keep the 
newsletter as small file as possible, I’ll do that for you.  
Note: For nature photos you should include the scientific (preferably) or common name of the specie you have 
photographed - animal or plant, etc.  You should have a model release if your photographs show recognizable 
people and/or property.  
Put your name and last name on the file and the title of the photo. Article size should be about three paragraphs. 
Title your article. Rules are subject to change. 

 
 

CPS PHOTO SCHOOL -  Complete Info at www.clevelandphoto.org  

 
CPS School of Photography  

 

Introduction to Digital Photo Editing,  
Fundamentals of Good Photography, and Basic Digital Photography. 

 

Full and updated info can be found on the website above or contact Bert Klein at 216-941-9485, 

 cleanwater@123india.com 

 

 

                                 The Cleveland Photographic Society Inc.       

 

CPS was formed in 1887 and has operated continuously since.  
The organization currently has more than 150 members and is 
one of the few anywhere to have its own permanent clubroom. 
The objectives of the society are to promote interest in 
photography, as an avocation and recreation, and to further 
cordial relations among its members. Our newsletter is 
Darkroom Door.  It contains club news items, schedules and 
highlights of upcoming events.  It also contains occasional 
“how-to” articles by experienced club writers and stories about 
members and their achievements as well as up coming events.  

We invite you to visit us on any Friday night when there is a 
scheduled meeting to find out what our programs and 
competitions are like.  The meetings are open to all guests and 
there is no charge to attend.  Meetings are held almost every 
Friday night.  We are located on the City of Broadview Heights 
campus. Clubroom opens at 7:30 PM.  

 Types of photographs that may be entered include:  

 
Color and Black & White Prints, Digital Images and Slides. 

There are several categories of photographic competitions, each 
held on a different Friday evening: 

Nature – People – Pictorial – Creative 

Occasionally, additional competitions are scheduled for special 
subject categories such as Photojournalism, Photo Travel, Pets, 
Art in Nature, and others. 

CPS also sponsors many other events for members such as 
special showings, workshops, social activities and field trips, 
which provide ideas, opportunities, and inspiration. 
 
Our students receive a free membership for four months. 
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WWRRAAPPPPIINNGG  SSHHOOTT                                                              wwwwww..cclleevveellaannddpphhoottoo..oorrgg    

 

 

Let’s put some color in this winter, calling out for spring. 
 
 
 

 

                

                                Old Shoe Smoothed, by Neil Evans 
 
      

        
 


