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President’s Message by Deb Zimmerman

I am very honored and excited to serve CPS this year as 
President. One of  the first things I did before taking office 
was to think about our mission statement and listen to what 
others were saying at the club. What could I do to improve and 
help our club continue to grow? With that in mind, I decided 
I wanted to provide more hands-on learning experiences. I 
also went back several years in our calendar and newsletter 

looking for interesting programs to revive. As a result, we have many ideas and 
programs to help keep you immersed in activity for the coming year. 

We have booked numerous speakers and have an abundance of  programs planned:

We will revive “Shooting in the Style of  Famous Photographers,” a program 
started by Kolman Rosenberg and John Earl Brown several years ago at CPS. 
An informative three-part series with the opportunity to share your photos with 
the club a month after each presentation. 

An informative three-week studio lighting workshop and a speedlight workshop 
by John Saraya with hands-on portions.

This fall will mark the 6th session of  our Mentor program. It continues its 
success thanks to our many talented mentors and Coordinator Barb Pennington, 
who is assisted this session by Vicki Wert.

A bi-monthly Flickr photo challenge developed by Chris Camino and Kathie 
Golobic is a fun, noncompetitive way to share photos with the club, while 
providing creative subjects to shoot.

And, this winter we will intersperse our regular Friday night meetings with a 
series of  tabletop workshops. 

I’d like to thank Joanne Damian, Michelle Schneider, Dave Brooks, George 
Readus and Ron Werman for their service to CPS, and welcome new board 
members Chris Camino, Kathie Golobic, Bob Kowaleski and Chuck Fitzgerald, 
our new 1st VP.

I’d also like to take a moment to thank all the outstanding volunteers that keep 
our club running. Whether you are on the board, help with a program, community 
service, make refreshments, or volunteer in any other way, thank you! 

An extra-special thank you goes out to Rob Erick, Anita Orenick and Chuck 
Fitzgerald. For all your invaluable help, whether it is teaching me the computer 
programs I need to know and getting me started on them, running the AV on 
Friday meetings, driving me to the fieldtrips, and the late-night meetings and 
phone calls and texts. Thank you for your instruction, support and friendship. 
One of  the most valuable things I have found in this club are the many friendships 
I have made.
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Sher-Lyric 1 by Barb Cerrito, 1st Place, Bert Klein Award Entry

Member Photos

Our Granddog Stella by Lee Groscost, 1st Place, Bert Klein Award Entry

Sher-Lyric 2 by Barb Cerrito, 1st Place, Bert Klein Award Entry
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Member Photos

Cheerio by Bill Keaton, 1st Place, Bert Klein Award Entry

Oscar by Mike Kopkas, 1st Place, Bert Klein Award Entry
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Blue Heron with Lunch by Jon Harford, Honorable Mention

Member Photos

Puffin by Bob Kowaleski, 2nd Place

Egret Taking Off by Don Starett, 2nd Place
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by Lisa Adcock

CPS has a proud history of  helping. We help other 
photographers improve their skills, we help students 
become photographers, and we also help the community 
through photography. It is right in our club’s mission 
statement that our goal is to “promote and advance 
the understanding and joy of  photography by providing 
opportunities for education, skill development, picture-
taking, competition, critique and fellowship.” CPS is 
extremely proud of  our community service program, the 
idea for which began when Rob Erick was our president in 
2007. 

While president, Rob began 
receiving phone calls from 
local nonprofit organizations 
with requests for volunteer 
photographers to promote events 
and help with their publicity. He 
wasn’t quite sure what to do 
with these requests. So, Rob put 
out these opportunities to our 
members. Enter Jim Frazer. Jim 
joined CPS in December 2007 
and quicky was named as one of  
our Board of  Directors. 

I had the honor and pleasure 
of  meeting Jim’s wife, Margie, 
to talk about Jim and his CPS 
history. She told me, “He was 
looking for not just an artistic 

way to use all of  his camera equipment, but a practical 
way too, and a way to be of  service to the community.” I 
think, if  you believe in any sort of  higher power, fate or 
just plain old “being at the right place at the right time,” 
this was it. 

When Jim heard about these requests for community 
volunteers, he jumped at the chance to volunteer every 

single time. One of  his first assignments was with the 
Famicos Organization. This organization is a nonprofit 
housing and social services provider located in Cleveland. 
This would prove to be a long-lasting, many-faceted, 
relationship between Famicos, Jim and CPS. 

Jim worked with the Famicos Foundation on numerous 
projects over many years. He and his wife also became 
personal friends of  the contacts they made there. For 
Jim, on a personal as well as a professional level, this 
was life changing stuff! Because of  Jim’s efforts, word 
began to travel fast about CPS’s willingness to give back 
to the community and soon, other nonprofit organizations 
began actively recruiting our assistance. Our reputation 
within the community grew. From this perfect start, our 
community service program was born. 

With our Community Service Program being in it’s infancy, 
Mark Coletta became our CPS President in 2009. Mark 
had only been a member of  CPS for less than 1 year before 
becoming President. His background in photography 
started in the military. While in the Army in Germany, 
he learned photography on an assignment in Berlin 

CPS History

Jim Frazer working the Homeless Stand Down with Randy Beiter

Jim Frazer is in a harness 
for the “Over the Edge” 

community Service Event. 

Condensed Time lapse photography of Mural. Jim had many time lapse projects he was known for. Photos by Jim Frazer 

 continued on pg. 7

The Art of Giving Back: the Jim Frazer and Mark Coletta Story
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photographing the Berlin Wall. Later, as a helicopter pilot 
in Vietnam, he shot a lot of  aerial photography. When he 
retired, he discovered CPS while looking for photography 
classes to improve his skills. He and his wife, Mary Kay, 
took the classes, went on the field trips and were extremely 
impressed with the shared knowledge and comradery of  
our members. He decided to give back and “put his hat in 
the ring” to run for president. 

So much can be said about Mark both during and after 
his presidency. During his presidency, he contributed in a 
million different ways. Being a former project manager for 
NASA, combined with his military background, he was a 
“make it happen” kind of  guy. If  he knew the parameters 
of  what needed to be accomplished, it got done. Period. 
Everything from purchasing the right kind of  chairs for the 
clubroom to adding family and junior memberships to our 
member categories, as well as overseeing the updating of  
our procedures manual. On top of  all that, he successfully 
applied for our 501-3(c) status. This alone was no easy 
or small task. Talk about a legal/documentation/tax 
nightmare of  a project. But he handled it every step of  
the way, in true Mark form. He had the club running at 
top efficiency! But, by far, he would have told you that 
his proudest accomplishment was truly our Community 
Service program. 

One of  the first things he saw as president was the potential 
and the need for this community service idea to be made 
official as a CPS Committee and full-time program. In his 
president’s message in the Darkroom Door, Spring 2009 
edition he said, “CPS is making its contribution to [that] 
larger scheme by doing community service through time 

and photography. We are giving of  ourselves in a way 
that is within our means and talents, which is sometimes 
the best we can do.” He recognized the win-win situation 
unfolding before him. Photographers could perfect their 
skills, build a portfolio and help out those in need. Mark 
knew exactly what he had to do to “make it happen.” He 
met with Jim Frazer, who by then was just starting to make 
the Northeast Ohio Community aware that we could help 
out, to talk about his vision for our Community Service 
program. It wasn’t long before it took off  like wild fire. 
Mark said, “Picking Jim to officially run the program was 
the best thing I ever did.”

With Jim Frazer’s organizational skills and unflappable 
nature, the Community Service program grew into what 
it is today. Numerous volunteers stepped up to help out, 
including Joanne Damian, who was a very new member at 
the time. She became Jim’s assistant, mostly handling the 
daunting administrative tasks involved and photographing 
some events as well. One of  the things she remembers 
most was her realization of  just how much goes on behind 
the scenes to keep everything running smoothly. At one 
point, Jim went on vacation and while he was gone, an 
event came up. Joanne was left scrambling to get the 
volunteers scheduled and make sure it went smoothly. 
She was completely blown away by how much Jim was 
doing, juggling and scheduling. She successfully rose to 
that task, but told Jim upon his return that “he was never 
allowed to go on vacation again!” 

With Jim at the helm, our Community Service program 
started to receive national attention. CPS won two 

CPS History

The Art of Giving Back Continued

Mark Coletta and Rick Wetterau in a “not so secret” secret 
discussion about an unknown topic Photo by Jim Frazer

Mark Coletta at the top of the Terminal Tower, 
Downtown, Cleveland Photo by Ron Wilson  continued on pg. 8
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national awards from PSA (The Photographic Society of  
America) recognizing our contributions. We did so well 
in the Community Service arena that PSA had to render 
us ineligible for future awards so that other clubs could 
have a chance at winning a National Award. CPS became, 
and still is, heavily involved with such projects as the 
Homeless Stand Down, Amputee Coalition of  America’s 
Youth, College Now, Ohio Special Olympics and way too 
many walking, running, and airplane pulling (yes, I said 
airplane pulling!!) events to list here. 

All of  a sudden, it was 2012, and for personal reasons 
and family obligations, Jim Frazer had to step down from 
being community service chairman. He passed his baton 
to Ron Werman, who had become Jim’s “go to” guy. If  ever 
there was an event Jim couldn’t attend, he could count 
on Ron to take care of  it. Ron kept Community Service 
running and thriving for another six years until this year. 
He remembers Jim as being very calm and organized. “It 
was interesting watching Jim maneuver himself  into the 
right place to get the shot. He was very unobtrusive. He 
put me at ease because he made it look like something 
that should come naturally.” 

When Ron announced at a board meeting that he was 
stepping down, we had a moment of  panic. It takes a very 
special person to be our CS Chairperson. Who could we 
find to do the job? The board members joked about how 
great it would be if  Jim had had enough of  a break and 
how much we would love to have him back again. It was 
mentioned that we had not heard from Jim in a while so I 
thought it would be nice to check in with him to see how 
he was doing. At that moment, I witnessed first-hand the 
admiration the board had for Jim. I quickly made a note to 
call him to see if  I could interview him for an article. What 
an impact this man had made on CPS! 

Just as I was about to reach out to Jim, we received some 
bad news about him. Sadly, Jim Frazer had just passed 
away. To honor his memory and passion for giving back 
and continuing to inspire others to help with Community 
Service, CPS created the “Jim Frazer” Award. This award 
is given to the member that has given outstanding 
contributions to our Community Service program. Jim’s 
wife, Margie, presented this Award to its first recipient, 
Ron Werman. Ron’s service reflected the true spirit and 
the vision that Jim had for Community service. We are 
grateful for Ron’s passion to keep the program running at 
the level Jim established. It was an emotional moment for 
those of  us in attendance. It was evident that CPS is so 
very proud of  the members that make our club more than 
just a photography club. 

Just before receiving word about Jim, we had learned 
that Mark Coletta had passed away unexpectedly from 
complications with pneumonia in February. CPS was 
shocked and deeply saddened by this loss. Mark shall be 
remembered as our friend and unfailing leader. He had 
this to say about being CPS President, “It makes me feel 
as though I have been chosen to lead the best company 
in the world. A world where everyone gives of  themselves 
and really asks for nothing in return, other than a smile 
and friendship that will last a very long time. We are a 
fortunate group.” 

Rest in Peace, Jim and Mark. 

Mark Coletta and Jim Frazer had created a wonderful 
means to get involved in volunteering at CPS. A way to 
hone your skills and make a difference, all while having way 
too much fun helping out a Community Service Program 
that they put on the map. CPS will be forever grateful to 
Jim and Mark. 

We are happy and proud to announce that members 
Deborah Willis and Sobeyda Shilling have stepped up and 
are now our new Community Service chairpersons. Now 
that Ron has done a great job putting this program on a 
bigger map, let’s keep our valued tradition of  Community 
Service alive. 

If  this program sounds like something you may be 
interested in, get involved! If  you need a little more 
convincing, Margie Frazer offers this bit of  advice, “Being 
in Community Service is a great excuse to get your 
spouse’s OK for that new lens you’ve been wanting!” 
Thanks, Margie! ❑

CPS History

The Art of Giving Back Continued

Mark Coletta plays ring toss at CPS Halloween party, 
photo by Steve Luscik
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Squirrel by Joanne Damian, Honorable Mention

Snowy Owl by Susan Bestul, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Snowy Sunset by Philip Sisto, 1st Place
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Planning Squirrel Mafia by Rick Carrell, Honorable Mention

Don’t Bug Me by Sharon Vetalice, 1st Place

Member Photos

Getting Some Pollen by Kate Hasenohrl, 2nd Place

10



Tree Frog by Bill Berris, 3rd Place

Bullfrog by Dave Ciborek, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Chorusing Toad by Kathleen Nelson, Honorable Mention
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What drives one to volunteer his time, whether it is an hour, 
a day, a week or even sometimes more, to help people that 
one often will never see again?

How does that relate to photography and a photography 
publication, one might ask?

The answer to the second question is volunteers’ 
photography helps highlight the work of  organizations and 
the causes for which they work. It is often used to raise 
additional monies to be applied to issues and worthwhile 
endeavors. That is easy to understand.

The first question requires a little more digging to which I 
hope to provide an answer...

---------------------------------------------
I have always been willing to lend a helping hand, but my 
journey of  being a volunteer started almost three years ago 
when I received an email from International Relief  Teams 
(https://www.irteams.org/). IRT is a top-rated charity 
doing work around the world and I had, on occasion, 
made a donation. The email stated the organization 
wanted to increase the quality of  its photos for its website 
and fundraising, having in the past relied on volunteers’ 
cellphone pictures. It was asking for photographers willing 
to donate their time and expertise.

I sent the organization a short resume in an email, and a 
link to my SmugMug photo site.

The program coordinator for IRT soon contacted me 
and offered me a place on a team going to Guatemala. 
The team’s focus would be offering eye exams and 
free eyeglasses to the poor and indigenous people of  
the country. He explained there would be a $1,000 
participation fee, but that IRT would then pick up all other 
expenses for the trip including airfare, lodging and food. 
The fee caused me to pause. It was then explained that 
this donation was to make sure volunteers who signed up 
for their missions were serious and did not back out after 
making a commitment. So, I joined the team.

Though there are high crime areas in Guatemala, we 
stayed in a secure motel. The free clinic where the eye 
exams were done was in a village deemed safe. The IRT 
members were able to wander the town square where an 
open-air market was held twice a week.

Eye charts were taped to concrete walls in an outdoor 
courtyard at the clinic. In the course of  a week, after eye 

exams, about 700 pairs of  glasses, reading glasses and 
sunglasses were given to the needy.

One young boy, about 8 years old, rode a bus by himself  
for two hours to take part in the eye exams. Pedro, a 
sophomore from the capital city, also took a bus for two 
hours to get to the clinic. His mother had been reading his 
homework to him for years, and his eyes tested 20/160 
in one eye and 20/200 in the other. He left with glasses 
that he said would get him teased for looking like Harry 
Potter, but his vision was corrected to 20/20. Another 
client hugged a volunteer because she was able to again 
read her Bible.

The Guatemalan people I met were open, friendly and 
grateful for the care and glasses they received.

The good work I witnessed, and the gratitude of  the people, 
convinced me to continue to offer my photo skills to IRT, 
and perhaps other groups, after the trip was completed.

IRT gave me that opportunity several weeks ago, when I 
accompanied an eyeglasses team and an ear-nose-and- 
throat surgical team to Honduras. Our group stayed in a 
dorm for visiting medical teams at a non-profit hospital. 
The surgical team screened patients the first day, and then 
performed about 25 surgeries in the remaining four days 
of  the team’s stay. The eyeglasses volunteers traveled to 
small, surrounding villages and offered eye exams and 
glasses to the rural residents.

Again, we witnessed many moving events. Several of  those 
who needed surgery had waited and suffered years before 
having their problems addressed. A young man who had 
suffered eardrum damage and hearing loss due to chronic 

What Drives One to Volunteer His Time? 
by Bill Keaton

 continued on pg. 13
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infections as a child was able to have an ear repaired. A 
woman in her forties, who had suffered chronic infections 
and sore throats had her tonsils removed. Glasses were 
provided to a young woman in high school who now 
dreams of  becoming an eye doctor.

Every surgery that alleviated chronic pain, and every pair 
of  glasses given that returned a person’s ability to see and 
read, was a life-changing moment. 

After witnessing all these things, it is hard not to stay 
involved.

But, putting aside these descriptions of  my travels and 
events, trying to answer the first question posed, I wanted 
this story to include opinions other than my own.

“Volunteering to photograph charitable events gives me a 
great deal of  satisfaction, knowing that something I love so 
much can bring a smile to others, while helping to promote 
some excellent causes,” says Rosemary Flanagan, a CPS 
member active in the club’s community service program.

Members have witnessed several moving events, and 
last year, while photographing an event for children with 
disabilities, Rosemary saw a little boy in a wheelchair with 
a tear running down his face watching other children in a 
bounce house.

“It broke my heart,” she said.

Ron Werman, director of  our Community Service Program 
for more than five years, says he participates in the 
program because it is so rewarding to help non-profit 
organizations and promote their causes.

“The most moving and inspiring event that I covered 

honored students who completed the Step Up program,“ 
Ron said. In that program 35 first graders were chosen 
for full college scholarships provided by an anonymous 
couple, provided the students followed certain criteria. On 
June 17, 2015, College Now of  Greater Cleveland held an 
event, which Ron photographed, honoring the 17 students 
who completed the program.

“To witness such a moving event was an unforgettable 
experience for me,” Ron said.

Dan Lester, another active member in the program, says 
he thoroughly enjoys the program and volunteers to give 
back to those less fortunate, a reason cited by many. He 
was touched by what he witnessed at the Special Olympics, 
but his most emotional moment was photographing 
children, who have lost a parent, visiting Santa during a 
program offered by Cornerstone of  Hope.

Other photographers volunteer not only to help others and 
organizations’ causes, but to improve their photography.

Jene Wilson and Karen Kritzer both stated that, at least 
initially, volunteering for the Community Service program 
was a way for them to learn about local happenings and 
transition to becoming better photographers.

“I do it for me,” said Jene Wilson. “I get to see and learn 
about so many organizations and events I haven’t heard 
of, go to places I haven’t seen, meet new people and 
practice my photography skills.” That is not to downplay 
the help she is providing organizations by capturing their 
events, she said, which helps put more money back into 
the organization.

“Volunteering with the [community service] program is a 
win-win!” Jene said.

What Drives One to Volunteer Continued

 continued on pg. 14
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Karen admits, while her initial involvement may have been 
somewhat self-serving to improve her photography, she 
was also no stranger to community service. She has a 
therapy dog and the two regularly volunteer at Childrens’ 
Hospital, and she also leads a group of  college students 
each year, which studies abroad and volunteers working 
with deaf  and hard-of-hearing students.

Her favorite events to photograph are those which include 
children. A favorite is “Night to Shine,” a prom for those 
with special needs. While photographing that event, she 
struck up a conversation with the mother of  a Down 
Syndrome girl, and learned that recently the girl had been 
afflicted with another problem resulting in her suffering 
frequent strokes.

“The mother told me that the pictures I took had special 
value for her because it gave her the opportunity to see 
her daughter happy, something she had not seen much of  
in the past year,” Karen said.

“Throughout my experience, I’ve also found that I receive 
much more than I give by shooting community service 
events,” said Don Keller, another CPS member active in 
the program, and a sentiment expressed by many.

“I volunteer because I realize that every photo is a 
memory,” Don said. “It’s my hope that, if  at all possible, 
one of  my photos might make it to someone’s coffee table 
or dresser. Each photo is certainly a memory to me.” 

So... Why do I volunteer?

Without getting too controversial or philosophical, 
hopefully,  I can state I have had some lucky breaks in my 
life and feel an obligation to give back.

The first lucky break was just being born in this country and 
being able to take advantage of  many of  the opportunities 
that are made available. Opportunities of  which so many 
here are not aware and take for granted.

I was lucky enough to have the right skills to work in a 
good-paying profession, air traffic control. Yes, I worked 
hard to get there, but I will never discount the good luck to 
be in the right place, at the right time, and of  the right age 
to become a controller in the Early ‘80s after President 
Reagan fired most of  the work force. Luck plays a larger 
part in our lives than many will admit, and some have a lot 
more luck than others.

As Jene stated, volunteering through using photography, 
or whatever skills one may possess, is a win-win situation, 
though I will add one more “win” to the equation.

It is a win for the people being helped, and the looks of  
gratitude can be priceless.

It is a win for the organization the photographer is 
assisting, in either spreading word of  its cause or assisting 
fund-raising through the use of  photographs.

And, it is a win for the photographer for the satisfaction of  
being involved in something bigger than oneself, knowing 
you are helping others, and the knowledge of  what you 
learn with involvement in the service of  others makes you 
a little better person than you were yesterday...

For those interested in examples of  my photos from 
Guatemala or Honduras, please visit the folders of  
the same name at my photo site “Through My Eyes” at 
https://billkeaton.smugmug.com/. ❑

What Drives One to Volunteer Continued
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Winter’s Blush by Craig Koteles, Honorable Mention

Shale Waterfall by Dan Sandy, Honorable Mention

Member Photos

West Falls from the Left, Cascade Park by Mike Tylicki, 3rd Place
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Lake Erie Sunset by Michael Miklus, 3rd Place

Member Photos

Lake Erie Frozen Sculpture by Judy Medina, Honorable Mention
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Monticchiello Road in Tuscany by Susan Bestul,
Honorable Mention

Vestrahorn Dawn by Russell Whittemore, 3rd Place

Member Photos

Sea Arch at Arnarstapi by Russell Whittemore, 2nd Place
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When documenting an event for an organization, it is little different 
than working up a photo page for a newspaper. In both, you are 
trying to tell a story, though doing photography as a volunteer, your 
intent is to show the sponsoring organization in a positive way.

Ask what kind of  photos the organization wants. Many times it is 
group shots or hand-shaking photographs, but try to provide more 
than that. I once worked for a newspaper that had standing rules: 
no check-passing photos or groundbreaking photos. Those tend 
to all look the same. So, if  that is what an organization requests, 
work with them, but photograph more than just what is requested.

Look for a long, overall shot that shows the venue of  the event, that 
captures the people, time and work involved by the sponsoring 
organization, and gives an idea of  the number of  participants.

Look for the middle distance shots showing particular activities, 
specific faces and emotional moments. These are the bulk of  the 
photos one will take.

Shoot the close shots, if  the event provides such subjects. A hand 
holding a medal, details of  an award, or individual items if  the 
event is a sale for fundraising. The details pull a viewer closer, and 
can sometimes be quite powerful. 

Tied together, they all tell the story. ❑

Covering All the Angles by Bill Keaton
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Marblehead Lighthouse by Dennis Wert, 3rd Place

Member Photos

Grist Mill by Jackie Sajewski, 3rd Place
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The Mighty Angel Oak by Vicki Wert, 2nd Place

Mother Nature’s Pearls by Mike Kopkas, 2nd Place

Member Photos

After the Rain by Fran Zahniser, 1st Place, B Competition

Ground Breaking by Craig Koteles, 1st Place
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Bay Village Rose by Kathy Lindemann, 3rd Place

Dandelion Demise by Bill Keaton, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Reflections by Elda Borroni, 3rd Place

Orchid Mania by Vicki Wert, 1st Place
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September 19, 1977, is known as Black Monday in the 
Steel Valley. It is the day that Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
announced that they were stopping production at the 
Campbell works. At that time, 5,000 people were slated 
to lose their jobs, as production was going to be moved to 
Indiana. This day was the beginning of  the end of  the steel 
industry in the Mahoning Valley. Out-dated blast furnaces 
and the dumping of  cheap steel into the country were the 
main causes. 

Youngstown Sheet and Tube was the largest employer in 
the Mahoning Valley. Although 5,000 steel workers lost 
their jobs that day, it was far worse. Everyone was affected: 
the support industries, the railroad, the trucking industry, 
the corner bars, the stores, the banks, the schools and so 
much more. In 1977, there were six public high schools 
in Youngstown; today there are just two. In 1930, the 
population of  Youngstown peaked at over 170,000; in 
2010, the population was 66,982. 

In 1916, there was a strike over poor working conditions. 
During this strike, riots broke out and the businesses 
along Wilson Ave were burnt down. The National Guard 
was called in to help calm the situation. In an effort to 
give their employees affordable housing, Sheet and 
Tube formed the Buckeye Land Company and, in 1918, 
the construction of  the company homes began and was 
completed in 1920. It is the first pre-fab concrete estate in 
the world. These row houses have one or two bedrooms, a 
small bathroom, kitchen and living room. The bathrooms 
had small custom cast-iron tubs. The basement area in 
some units can be accessed through both the interior and 
exterior, and some units have walk-out basements. Each 

basement had a shower, so when the steel worker came 
home from work, he would shower before entering the 
living quarters. Rent started at $11 a month. There was 
also a company store on the complex. 

In the 1940’s, Sheet and Tube sold the homes to individual 
buyers. People took pride in their homes; it was a strong 
blue-collar community. When Black Monday happened, 
the exodus began. The people left to find work and leaving 
a majority of  the homes vacant. One by one, the blast 
furnaces were torn down and today only a few buildings 
remain along the banks of  the Mahoning River. Last year, 
the one remaining blast furnace in the area was quietly 
brought down. No notice was given to the public of  the day 
of  demolition. Through time a majority of  the company 
homes had become an eyesore, but people still live there. 
In 1982, the company homes were declared a National 
Historical site. In 2010, Tim Sokoloff  formed Iron Soup 
Historical Preservation in efforts to save the site. It has 
been a battle, as the company homes have become a 
painful reminder of  what life once was there. In 2011, 
Tim was able to get the company homes placed on the 
Endangered list and continues his efforts to save the site. 

In 2014, I began photographing the company homes. I 
remember my first day. It was alot to take in. It is an urban 
photographer’s dream and yet, so sad. After World War II, 
my uncles came from Pennsylvania to work in the steel 
mills, and as I walked around, I was trying to envision the 
complex as it was, when it was thriving. Children playing, 
laundry hanging on the clothes lines and the mill workers, 
covered in soot, returning home from a hard day’s work, 
carrying their tin lunch pails. 

The Company Homes 
by Diane Beatty 

 continued on pg. 23
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Now as I look around, I see broken windows, burned out 
units, the conformity and the distinct differences between 
in the units. When I stepped inside, I was greeted by 
bright colored paint that was peeling, things that were left 
behind and amazing light. Each unit has its own story and 
through photography, I will attempt to tell those stories. 

In 2015, I began to give photo tours of  the company 
homes in attempts to raise money for the site. Because of  
my work schedule, I normally do photo tours on Sundays 
from noon to 4pm. The company homes sits on six acres, 
and there is enough space for photographers to work. The 
tour ends on the top floor of  a bank building that has 
unique lighting, long hallways, bits of  local history and a 
couple pairs of  old baby shoes. On July 15, CPS returned 
for its second field trip, for which both Tim and I, would 
like to thank all that attended. We hope that everyone 
had a great experience and walked away with some great 
images of  a site that was built by steel for the men who 
were as tough as steel. ❑

The Company Homes Continued
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Spiral Waterdrops by Deb Zimmerman, 1st Place

Free Bird by Angela Mellick, 3rd place, B Competition

Member Photos
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Details in Chrome by Dennis Wert, 3rd Place

Belly to Belly by Matt Golobic, Honorable Mention

Member Photos

At the Adirondacks by Ron Werman, 3rd Place

Crystal Glow by Mike Kopkas, 2nd Place

25



So, you’ve just gone out on a CPS-sponsored photo shoot 
or field trip and now you have hundreds of  photos that you 
have taken that you need to go through on your computer 
when you get home. What do you do?! Well, let’s think 
about your next steps in dealing with these images. You’ll 
need to download images directly from your memory 
card into folders and files on your computer. You’ll want 
to organize these images in such a way that they can be 
found quickly and sorted by quality. 

While you consider yourself  a pretty good photographer 
and always strive to “get it right in camera,” you’re not 
perfect, so a few of  these images (probably more than 
you’d like to admit) are going to need some editing work. 
Once you’ve cleaned them up, you’ll want to enter some of  
these images in a competition, maybe share your favorites 
with your Facebook friends, add a few of  them to your 
personal website, and even print a couple to hang on your 
walls. Wouldn’t it be nice to have software that allows you 
to do all of  these things easily?

Photoshop might be the first thing that comes to mind; 
but while Photoshop is arguably the most powerful photo 
editing tool available, it is also very complex and offers 

a lot more capabilities than you need right now. It can 
certainly handle the editing and printing, yet for all of  its 
power and complexity, it will not help you organize and 
locate photos. If  you want to share images on personal or 
social media websites, you are going to have to move the 
images there yourself, if  you are using Photoshop. 

On the other hand, there is another software called 
Lightroom and it may be just what you are looking for 
here. Designed specifically for photographers, its workflow 
matches that of  most photographers—move images from 
the camera, organize and work on them, and then print or 
display them. 

Why Lightroom?! 
by Mike Kopkas 

Lightroom Library Workspace

 continued on pg. 27
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Lightroom is a catalog-based system that is 
organized into seven modules, each of  which 
performs a certain segment of  the workflow that is 
explained below:

• Lightroom’s Import function (part of  the Library 
Module) allows you to move images from your 
memory card and store them in the preferred 
folder/file structure on your computer, creating 
an entry in the Lightroom Catalog for each image. 

• Also, while In the Library Module, you can view 
each image, rate it using a variety of  methods 
(flags, stars, and/or color labels), and add 
keywords. Using the keywords and ratings, you 
can easily locate images that meet your search 
criteria.

• Lightroom’s Develop Module has the same editing 
capabilities as Photoshop’s Adobe Camera Raw. 
Both use the same processing engine, so the 
results are identical even if  the interfaces look 
slightly different. 

• Lightroom’s Print Module offers an easier, more 
intuitive interface for printing images than 
Photoshop does. Using standard layout styles 
and templates, and specifying other print job 
settings, you can easily produce quality prints 
in a wide variety of  formats, including contact 
sheets and picture packages.

• Lightroom’s Export function (part of  the Library 
Module) allows you to move images from your 
computer to folders on your desktop or external 
hard drive, and to email images to friends.

• Lightroom’s Publishing function (also part of  the 
Library Module) allows you to publish photos to 
Facebook, Flickr, and other social media websites.

• Lightroom also provides four additional modules 
– Slideshow, Book, Map, and Web – that allow 
you to easily create quality slideshows and photo 
books, locate geo-coded images on a world map, 
and publish photos to websites.

While Photoshop offers additional capabilities 
– for example, layers and compositing – that are 
necessary for more advanced editing work, many 
photographers do the majority of  their work in 
Lightroom and rarely need to use Photoshop. 
However, when required, Lightroom works very well 
in tandem with Photoshop. It is extremely easy to 

Why Lightroom?! Continued

Before:

After:

move work from Lightroom to Photoshop and back again. Both 
Lightroom and Photoshop are tools that every serious digital 
photographer should be using to improve the organization and 
quality of  their digital images. 

CPS offers six-session Lightroom classes which are available 
twice a year, and will provide you with all that is needed to start 
using this very valuable tool. Check the CPS calendar for the next 
available Lightroom class. ❑
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Double Helix Staircase by Ron Werman, 2nd Place

Structure by Mike Kopkas, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Terminal Beach by Russell Whittemore, 2nd Place
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Night Light by Leslie Nutt, 3rd Place

Wizard Battle by Dan Sandy, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Midnight Run by Russell Whittemore, 3rd Place
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Member Candids

Allan Fluker by Andre Leblanc

Vic Evcic by Al Brent

Nancy Balluck by Al Brent

Lisa Adcock, Dan Lester and Jackie Grimm by unknown photographer 
taken with Dan’s camera that he thinks he’s still holding

Karen Kritzer at the Walk For Williams Syndrome 
on May 19, 2018, Photo by Kathy Amari
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Member Candids

Kris Bosworth by Paul Giglia

Photographer in a basket by Kathy Amari

Ron Werman accepts the Jim Frazer 
Award from Margie Frazer, Jim’s wife

Michelle Schneider 
by Andre LeBlanc Sr.Chuck Fitzgerald by Dan Lester
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Lakewood Fog by Linda Nellis, 3rd Place

Member Photos

Market Bustle by Sarah Burgett, 2nd Place
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Rock-n-Roll Pose by Kimberly Peters, 2nd Place, 
B Competition

Shattered by Jackie Sajewski, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Thought Processing by Dan Sandy, 1st Place
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SUSAN BESTUL won Best of  Show in the Seasoned/
Professional category for the Solon Center for the Arts 
13th Annual Focus photography competition on March 
30, 2018. Congratulations!

JOE POLEVOI presented Imagination-Go! as part of  the 
ART BITES series of  Professional Practices program 
at the Artists Archives of  the Western Reserve. This 
presentation was described as follows: “Join Joseph 
Polevoi as he explores the realms of  imagination with 
a dazzling, 45-minute presentation of  his signature 
kaleidoscopic photography. Polevoi is known for his 
innovative “kaledio/computer” images, created through a 
combination of  digital manipulation and in-camera effects 
achieved with kaleidoscopic lenses. In a recent article, 
Popular Photography described Joe’s work as “a world of  
vibrant color, swirling shapes and pulsing patterns” with 
a photographic style that “harks back to the kaleidoscope 
Sixties and forward to a digital future.” Since his retirement 
30 years ago, Joe has done more than 300 presentations 
of  his work across the country including Disney World, 
where he addressed an international group of  designers, 
retailers and collectors of  kaleidoscopes.” 

KATE HASENOHRL had another photo of  Chelsey 
accepted into the May 2018, issue of  CleDog again! They 
love Chelsey!

JOSEPH MIKO had his photo, “Leo the Lion”, exhibited 
at Cleveland Hopkins Airport. His photo, “Marble Room”, 
was selected for the Cleveland Institute of  Music exhibit 
and his photo, “Let Me Take You Under My Wings”, was 
selected for the Avon Lake Library exhibit. Nicely done 
Joe!

Member Accomplishments

Here’s to our fabulous members’ accomplishments! 
Thought you might like to know that:
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Puzzled by Scott Warren, Honorable Mention

Member Photos

Firefight 6063 by Ron Wilson, Honorable Mention

Stranger Street Portrait 200—Tyesha by Chris Camino, 3rd Place
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Children by Richard Ader, 2nd Place

Member Photos

Emily by Laura Lewis, 2nd Place

Sawyer and Bapa by Marcy Hayes, 2nd Place
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In our last edition of  the Darkroom Door, you may 
remember me introducing you to Stone Garden Farms. If  
you don’t recall, here’s a quick refresher: 

Stone Garden is a working farm that has your typical barns, 
tractors, chickens, and goats, but it has so much more. 
It also has a Post Office, School House, Cigar Shop, and 
Blacksmith shop and over 20 other buildings dating as far 
back as 1725. Owner, Jim Funk, rescued and moved these 
buildings from six Northern Ohio counties to his property 
where he rebuilt them. The buildings and barns contain 
thousands of  tools and artifacts, representing every craft 
and trade common to a small town 150 years ago. 

All the buildings and artifacts are why Stone Garden has 
become one of  the clubs (as well as many photographers) 
favorite places to visit. I’ve personally been there about 
a dozen times and haven’t really gotten the same shot 
twice. In other words, it has an endless supply of  subject 
material to photograph.

In July, our club had a two-part outing there. The first 
part was a macro photography session. The second was 
a light painting and night photography session. We also 
all broke bread together at a local restaurant between the 
sessions. Everybody said they enjoyed the outing even 
with the thermometer hovering around 90 degrees. Of  
course, none of  the buildings had air conditioning since 
that luxury did not come about until the 20th Century. 
Besides, that would require a thing called electricity, 
which, again, none of  the buildings had. 

From our last article, we asked attending members to 
send us some of  their photos they had taken at Stone 
Garden with some of  their personal comments. So, as 
promised, here they are below. 

Please take a moment and enjoy!!

DAVE CIBOREK: I had a great day of  photography with you 
and Barb Pennington at Stone Garden. Spending a lot of  
time confined to one room forced me to look for specific 
macro images that I wouldn’t have otherwise noticed. I 
have attached on of  my favorite images from that shoot.

FRAN ZAHNISER: I’ve been taking photos a little more than 
two years. My experience with macro photography has 
been limited to flowers and butterflies. So, when I arrived 
at Stone Garden Farms, I was, initially, disappointed 
at the lack of  flowers. It took me quite a while to get 
started, and I recall closing my eyes for a minute to try 
to “see” what was in front of  me. Confucius stated that 
“Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.” It was 
a great experience as it taught me to see beauty in things 
I would have, otherwise, considered mundane.

Stone Garden Farm, Part 2 
by Chuck Fitzgerald 

CPS Field Trips

 
 

Stone	  Garden	  Farm,	  Part	  2	  	  
by	  Chuck	  Fitzgerald	  	  
	  
In	  our	  last	  edition	  of	  the	  Darkroom	  Door,	  you	  may	  remember	  me	  introducing	  you	  to	  Stone	  Garden	  Farms.	  If	  
you	  don’t	  recall,	  here’s	  a	  quick	  refresher:	  	  
	  
Stone	  Garden	  is	  a	  working	  farm	  that	  has	  your	  typical	  barns,	  tractors,	  chickens,	  and	  goats,	  but	  it	  has	  so	  much	  
more.	  It	  also	  has	  a	  Post	  Office,	  a	  School	  House,	  Cigar	  Shop,	  and	  Blacksmith	  shop,	  and	  over	  20	  other	  buildings	  
dating	  back	  as	  far	  as	  1725.	  The	  owner	  Jim	  Funk	  rescued	  and	  moved	  these	  buildings	  from	  six	  Northern	  Ohio	  
counties	  to	  his	  property	  where	  he	  rebuilt	  them.	  The	  buildings	  and	  barns	  contain	  thousands	  of	  tools	  and	  
artifacts,	  representing	  every	  craft	  and	  trade	  common	  to	  a	  small	  town	  150	  years	  ago.	  	  
	  
All	  the	  buildings	  and	  artifacts	  are	  why	  Stone	  Garden	  has	  become	  one	  of	  the	  clubs	  (as	  well	  as	  many	  
photographers)	  favorite	  places	  to	  visit.	  I’ve	  personally	  been	  there	  about	  a	  dozen	  times	  and	  haven’t	  really	  
gotten	  the	  same	  shot	  twice.	  In	  other	  words,	  it	  has	  an	  endless	  supply	  of	  subject	  material	  to	  photograph.	  
	  
In	  July,	  our	  club	  had	  a	  two-‐part	  outing	  there.	  The	  first	  part	  was	  a	  macro	  photography	  session	  and	  the	  second	  
was	  a	  light	  painting	  and	  night	  photography	  session.	  We	  also	  all	  broke	  bread	  together	  at	  a	  local	  restaurant	  
between	  the	  sessions.	  Everybody	  said	  they	  enjoyed	  the	  outing	  even	  with	  the	  thermometer	  hovering	  around	  
90	  degrees	  and	  of	  course,	  none	  of	  the	  buildings	  had	  air	  conditioning	  since	  that	  luxury	  did	  not	  come	  about	  until	  
the	  20th	  century.	  Besides,	  that	  would	  require	  a	  thing	  called	  electricity,	  which,	  again,	  none	  of	  the	  buildings	  had.	  	  
	  
From	  our	  last	  article,	  we	  asked	  attending	  members	  to	  send	  us	  some	  of	  their	  photos	  they	  had	  taken	  at	  Stone	  
Garden	  with	  some	  of	  their	  personal	  comments	  so	  as	  promised,	  here	  they	  are	  below.	  	  
Please	  take	  a	  moment	  and	  enjoy!!	  
	  
Dave Ciborek: 
 
I had a great day of photography with you and Barb Pennington at Stone Garden. Spending a lot of time confined to one 
room forced me to look for specific macro images that I wouldn't have otherwise noticed. I have attached on of my 
favorite images from that shoot. 
 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Fran Zahniser: 
 
I've been taking photos a little more than 2 years. My experience with macro photography has been limited to flowers 
and butterflies. So, when I arrived at Stone Garden Farms, I was, initially, disappointed at the lack of flowers. It took me 
quite a while to get started, and I recall closing my eyes for a minute to try to "see" what was in front of me. Confucius 
stated that “Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.” It was a great experience as it taught me to see beauty in 
things I would have, otherwise, considered mundane. 

 
 

 continued on pg. 38
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JACKIE SAJEWSKI: It was my first time visiting the property 
and I was totally amazed at the variety of  buildings and 
their contents. Although it was a sweltering day to go in 
the small old buildings, there was Barb handing me an 
ice cold bottle of  water. 

After about a half  hour, I thought I hit the lottery. I was 
assigned the collar building. At first glance, I felt a bit 
overwhelmed. Where do I start? But I settled in on looking 
for contrasting colors textures and shapes. 

Pictures taken below by Kathy Amari:

  

Stone Garden Farm, Part 2 Continued

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Jackie Sajewski: 
  
It was my first time visiting the property and I was totally amazed at the variety of buildings and the contents within. It 
was a sweltering day to go in the small old buildings. There was Barb handing me an ice cold bottle of water.  
After about a half hour, I thought I hit the lottery. I was assigned the collar building. At first glance, I felt a bit 
overwhelmed. Where do I start? But I settled in on looking for contrasting colors textures and shapes.  
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Pictures taken below by Kathy Amari: 

	  	  	  

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Pictures taken below by Kathy Amari: 
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Hindu by Jon Theobold, 3rd Place

Member Photos

The Rogue by Bill Keaton, 2nd Place

Knitting Man by Carla Dunlavey, 1st Place, B Competition

Whiskey Painter by Dave Ciborek, 3rd Place
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Casey with Wings by Ron Wilson, 1st Place

Member Photos

Stage Presence by Dave Grimmer, 1st Place, 
B Competition

Abbey Light 3 by Ron Wilson, 2nd Place

Hand Embrace by Susan Bestul, 3rd Place
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CLUB HEADQUARTERS

9543 Broadview Road
Broadview Heights, OH 
44147
www.clevelandphoto.org

THE CLEVELAND 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

CPS has operated 
continuously since
1887, making us one of  
the oldest camera clubs 
in North America. The 
organization currently has 
over 800 members and is
one of  the few anywhere 
to have its own permanent 
clubroom. The objectives 
of  the society are to 
promote and advance the 
understanding, passion 
and joy of  photography by 
providing opportunities
for education, skill 
development, picture
taking, competition, 
critique, and fellowship. 
We meet almost every 
Friday evening and our 
meetings are always open
to visitors and guests—we 
invite you to visit us! Our 
clubroom is located on the
City of  Broadview Heights 
campus. The clubroom 
opens at 7:00 p.m. Visit 
our website for directions, 
maps, and further
information: www.
clevelandphoto.org

CPS is a founding member 
of the Photographic Society 
of America, PSA.

All Rights Reserved.
All photographs herein
are protected by copyright 
law and may not be 
reproduced without the 
expressed written consent of  
the photographer.

OUR MISSION:
The mission of  the Cleveland 

Photographic Society is to promote 
and advance the understanding, 
passion and joy of  photography 
by providing opportunities for 
education, skill development, 
picture taking, competition, 

critique and fellowship.

CPS Competitions

CPS holds competitions throughout the club year as a part of  our regular 
Friday evening meeting schedule. Only members and current students can enter 
images in competition, but all are invited to attend on competition evenings. 
Current competition categories are Creative, Nature, People and Black & White, 
and every competition also contains the opportunity to submit images in the 
Pictorial (Open) category. Competitions are split between printed images and 
those which are digitally projected. In addition, the Club maintains a ‘B’ series 
of  competitions for students and newer members and also offers a series of  
Photojournalism nights, designed to focus on the image as a visual story with 
only minimal digital editing. 

CPS Membership

Annual dues: 
Single member rate is $54
Couples are $81
Family (couple plus one or more children) is $117
Junior member (under 18) is $36
Distance member (roughly over 100 miles) is $36.

A downloadable application form and more details can be found on our 
website: www.clevelandphoto.org

Join us and enjoy all the benefits of  being a part of  one of  the most dynamic, 
active, and friendliest camera clubs in the U.S. Photographic education and 
fellowship are our primary tenets and a part of  all we offer. No matter your skill 
level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of  activities that will enhance 
your skills—and you’ll have FUN along the way!

Club Calendar

The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained
at www.clevelandphoto.org
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