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President’s Message
by Dave Brooks

I have to tell you that I have done a reality check 
more than once in the last year to see if  I have been 
dreaming about being part of  such an amazing 
organization! I just continue to get blown away by all 
the absolutely amazing talent that is in this club and 
all the wonderful people who are members of  this club 
whose personalities cover one end of  the spectrum 
to the other. Not only is the talent in this club off  
the charts in so many different ways, but so are the 

members who have volunteered to truly make this club what it is today. Without 
all these volunteers over the years, as CPS goes into its 129th year, where would 
this club be today?

If  you look way back in our history, there are guys like Ralph Hartman, who was 
President of  CPS for 13 years in a row back in the 1920s and ’30s. Then there 
is Berthold Klein, who took on a 3rd term in a row as President around the turn 
of  this century we are in now, when no other members would step up to take 
on the presidency. Bert was a man who tirelessly gave his time to the club for 
just shy of  50 years and Ruth Morrison, a CPS member for decades, who was 
our president on three separate occasions. She had an infamous reputation as 
our Nature Competition Chair. Ruth made sure there was “no hand of  man” to 
be seen within 10 miles of  a competing member’s photograph and a guy like 
John Moddejonge, who was our Print Chair for 40 years straight until 1969. We 
also have people in the club recently who have been Presidents and held other 
Officer and Committee Chair positions or have been part of  our school who 
have been a major part of  the success of  this club.

All of  these volunteers from over the last 128 years did all of  that to give the 
rest of  us the chance to show off  our talent and hone our craft and to continue 
to get better every day at whatever aspect of  photography we are now or were 
interested in at that moment. That’s really incredible if  you think about it! Did 
these volunteers ever think back then that I would be writing about their efforts 
how many decades later, giving them the credit they deserve and thanking them 
for dedicating their time to our club? They persevered so someone like me could 
have the opportunity to lead what may be one of  the best, if  not the best camera 
club in this country. They gave me my own chance to learn so much from the 
members of  this club and even from the judges’ comments in competitions. I 
wonder what Charles S. Pomeroy, the first President of  our club back in 1887, 
would think of  our club today?
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These people are all unsung heroes! If  they didn’t get a pat 
on the back then, I am letting you know they are very much 
deserving of  one from me now. All of  their previous work 
gives me and others in the club the opportunity to continue 
to look at new ideas to make this a better club today for 
you as a member. Doing just that and staying on top of  the 
ever-changing digital photography world is my number one 
priority. I want to continue to give back to our membership 
so they feel like they are truly getting something out of  this 
club for the dues they pay each year. 

Some of  the new ideas that the officers and I are bouncing 
around right now are: possibly upgrading our editing 
class to Photoshop CC; continuing to schedule additional 
speakers to take our CPS Share & Tell Series to a new level; 
adding another out-of-town field trip each year; adding a few 
more Open Critique nights over the course of  our calendar 
year; and coming up with themes for Friday nights, like 
in December, when we will have members bring in their 
favorite event pictures of  2016 from here in Cleveland or 
anywhere in the world.

We are also considering adding a Member Orientation 
Committee specifically set up to work with our brand-new 
members. We now have a Mentoring group whose function 
is to work with members who have graduated from our 
classes at our CPS school. It only makes sense to have a 
group or committee that takes care of  these members to get 
them acclimated and make them feel comfortable right off  
the bat with our club. Another idea: how about webcasting 
our Friday meetings and getting our website updated so we 
can support doing the webcasting? So, if  a member can’t 
make it to the club on a Friday night, they can watch the 
meeting from their computer in the comfort of  their own 
home. Another idea for when we get our website updated is 
to have a section for CPS members only. 

By the way, many of  these ideas were not my own but came 
from other officers or members who came to me and said 
they wanted to pass an idea by me. If  you have any ideas 
on how we can be better as a club, please share them 
with me. If  any of  you know me by now, you know I am 
always conjuring up ideas of  my own and wanting to hear 
any new ideas from members. All of  these ideas are at the 
foundation of  making us a world-class camera club.

I think my wife, Janine, thought I was a little crazy (I think 
after 29 years, she probably has had that thought now a 
few times before!) when I told her a few years ago when I 
was the VP, that I was seriously thinking about taking over 
for Joanne Damian as President of  this club when her 2nd 
term ended, all the while working my full-time job. I have 
to admit I was a little reluctant at first. But then, I told 
my wife that I thought about all the great and talented 
people in this club past and present. I thought about the 
history of  this club and those members from the past that 
I mentioned above and what they had done. Then I thought 
about the potential of  this club and what the future holds, 
and it was just an opportunity to keep the CPS flame going 
that I couldn’t pass up. 

As I finish up my first year as President, I can say now in just 
this short time, it’s one of  the most massively rewarding 
things I have ever done in my life. And I wouldn’t trade in 
any of  the experiences I’ve had with this organization for 
the world!! As I now look toward the future, I can’t help but 
ask who out there will pick up the torch and all the different 
facets of  our organization to continue the illustrious history 
of  CPS. ❑

~ Dave Brooks

The President’s Letter Continued
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Leap of Faith by Terry Martin

Member Photos

One Puffin by Raymond Muzilla Hooded Merganser by Harry Kaulfersch

4



Lunch Time by Vicki Glazer

Member Photos

Meerkat by Lee Groscost

Turkey Vulture by Mary Rynes
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Some People Might Call Me 
by Joe Polevoi

Some people might call me “just a crazy mixed-up kid.”  
People who know me know that since I joined CPS about 
20 years ago, I have shown lots of  images featuring 
unusual or even a weird kind of  photo creativity. I call 
it “visual nonsense.” This is my style and I would like 
to share with you ways that your photos, too, can make 
people smile, be surprised or even bring a tear to their 
eyes. The countless ways they can express feelings and 
sentiments are endless.

CPS members are very fortunate to be a part of  such an 
active photography club. Some of  us participate in the 
many programs offered, some of  us enter the different 
photo competitions, some of  us love to go on our field trips 
and some of  us just enjoy meeting other photographers.  
Most of  us have also accumulated hundreds or even 
thousands of  photos that are stored away in our computer 
files, never to be brought to light again. Think of  all those 
fine images being unseen and unshared.

Let’s look at some other ways of  making use of  your 
talents. How about sharing some of  your photos with 
other folks, be that relatives, friends or the whole world?  
You can do this easily with the wonderful tools available 
on the Internet. All you need is your own imagination 
using your own photos to create something that others 
would be pleased to see.

Here’s what I’ve been doing and some suggestions on how 
to do this. We all have at least someone special in our lives 
who would really be delighted to receive a photo greeting 
from you, especially designed for them. You can also do 
this for organizations, school groups, church newsletters 
and whoever else you can think of. Look through your 
photos for images suitable for birthdays, anniversaries, 
weddings, etc. that could be used as greeting cards — 
an image that would appeal to that person, for instance, 
a picture of  them or a photo meaningful to them. You 
can add some copy, superimpose other images, and 
maybe add something funny to make it a truly personal 
and creative composition. These greetings could then 
be either printed and given to the recipient or sent as 
an email. They will be greatly appreciated and not be 
discarded like typical greeting cards. 

In the accompanying photo of  our wedding, some 65 
years ago, I superimposed a recent photo of  myself  and 
my wife into the background, included some copy and —
just like that — it became an anniversary card that I gave 
to her. This is a fairly simple process involving only one 
layer and copy.  

More complex examples could be combining unrelated 
subjects to produce compositions that may not be 
considered too realistic, but still gets a few smiles. For 
instance, in my other photos, I show a flower erupting out 
of  a volcano, one photo of  our clubroom with a huge sign 
added above it, competition judges looking at judges and 
a CPS member loaded with photographic equipment. 

To give you even more inspiration, please check out my 
Flickr site: http://flickr.com/joedraws/photos. Once 
open, click on “Public” and you’ll find many examples 
of  my imagination.  Just tap on the ones that show copy, 
people or other goofy kinds of  images and you may get 
some ideas that will give you a jump start. 

Joe’s Wedding

Floral Eruption – A scene that exists only in one’s imagination
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A remarkable, recent photographic tool is the smart phone 
camera. Its something you always have with you, ready 
to capture people or events instantly. This is something 
we’ve never had before and can make us be prepared for 
anything that may happen. The cell phone doesn’t take 
the place of  our usual photographic stuff, but its use is 
becoming more and more important in our daily lives.

The above mentioned “crazy mixed-up kid” will turn 100 
years old in less than a dozen years, but my imagination 
hasn’t stopped inspiring me. When you look at the 
samples I have included, my hope is that they would 

lead you into uncharted territory as you become more 
comfortable with these ideas.  You can really have a barrel 
of  fun and endless challenges! ❑
______________________________________________________

Editor’s note:  Joe also administers his own site on the fotoblur 
website called Photoshop Phun & Phantasy. Photographers from 
all over the world have sent in thousands of  photos, which show 
their own creative impressions. The images are both surprising 
and amazing. The address is: http://www.fotoblur.com/groups/
photoshopphun

Some Might Call Me Continued

Serious Stop Sign – Pay close attention! This image has been used 
all over the internet.

Painting the Sky – Improving on Nature

The Ultimate Cruise – Serves only desserts

Popcorn CPS Clubroom - Malfunctioning popcorn machine overflows
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Some Might Call Me Continued

CPS Club Sign – Imagined version for our new location.

Judges Judging Judges – Different kind of judging

Overloaded with Equipment – Maybe overkill???
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Pelican Sunset by Ron Wilson

Member Photos

Noble Pose by Chris Kanuch

Sally Lightfood Crab by Janis McGowan
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Berea Falls by Dennis Wert

Member Photos

Berea Falls by Terry Martin

Monet Lilies by Mike Kopkas
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Community Service and CPS  
by Ron Werman

The community service program at CPS is very active.  We 
have 186 CPS members that receive volunteer requests 
to photograph events for non-profit organizations. Thirty-
eight of  these volunteers photographed 31 events from 
January 1st through June 30th of  2016. Jené Wilson helps 
by keeping track of  the hours for the volunteers’ time at 
the event, travel time and image-processing time.  The 
events are varied and include walks and runs, Special 
Olympics events, golf  outings, awards ceremonies as well 
as gala fundraisers.The organizations can vary from The 
Up Side of  Downs of  Northeast Ohio to the American Lung 
Association. 

Here are examples of  events covered during the first half  
of  2016:

In April, the Up Side of  Downs held their annual Dinner, 
Dance and Raffle at the LaMalfa Party Center. Four volunteers 
including “roamers” caught the fun that included dancing 
and a photographer taking “red carpet” photos.

In May, the American 
Lung Association held 
their annual “Lung 
Force Walk” starting 
at Jacob’s Pavilion 
and winding through 
downtown Cleveland 
and Ohio City.  One 
photographer caught 
the action before, 
during and after this 
walk.

Also in May, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation held 
a TypeOneNation Summit. This event included breakout 
sessions for adults, a “Kids’ Camp” for ages 4 –12, 
sessions for teens as well as a motivational speaker. Two 
photographers photographed this event.

In June, the American Diabetes Association held their 
annual Tour de Cure bike event, which started at the Great 
Lakes Science Center. Two photographers took photos of  
the start and end of  the race. They also photographed 
activities to entertain those people waiting, including 
musical performances, Shakespearean actors and a clown 
making balloon animals. One photographer was at the rest 
stop at the turn around point.

As you can see, the events are varied. They are fun to 
photograph and be a part of  as well as be inspiring.  It is a 
way to hone your photographic skills and help a non-profit 
organization at the same time.

If  you are interested in volunteering, please contact me at 
rwerman@sbcglobal.net or Jené Wilson at jene@mac.com.

USOD Dinner by Dennis Glazer

Lung Force by Tom Knapp

Type One Summit by Don Keller

Tour de Cure by Ron Werman
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Corona Arch by Bill Keaton

Member Photos

Dolomites by Vicki Wert

Mesa Arch by Harry Kaulfersch
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A Touch of Black and White by Barb Cerrito

Member Photos

Perfectly Imperfect by Sharon Vetalice

Gardens by Vicki Wert

Nilo and the Fisherman by Robert Parry
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“I’M NOT HERE FOR ME.” 
CPS partners with Special Olympics to provide images 
and team photos from the Northeast Regional Basketball 
Tournament 

by Don Keller

Annually for the past four years, CPS Volunteers have joined 
together to photograph the Special Olympics Regional 
Basketball Tournament held late February or early March.  
This Tournament is held over a five-day period with games 
on Wednesday evening in Medina, followed by games and 
Skills Competition on Thursday and Friday evenings, and 
all day Saturday and Sunday at Lorain County Community 
College’s Gym and Fieldhouse. 

Each year our services to Special Olympics has grown.  
In 2015, we added Team Photos that are taken for each 
team just prior to their first game. While the game is in 
progress, our volunteers print the photos, insert them 
into folders and give them to a Coach at the  end of  that 
game for distribution to their players and coaches. These 
prints have been warmly received by all. The notes of  
appreciation sent to the club are a great encouragement 
to us. Other than Team Photos, we also give the action 
shots and images on disc to one of  our volunteers, Bill 
Bine, who laboriously organizes them by team. He burns 
Team Discs, which are then provided to Special Olympics 
for distribution. This task is gargantuan and deserves a 
special recognition. Thank you, Bill!

In 2016, we provided approximately 450 Team Photos, 
as well as action shots, but increased our contribution 
to the Special Olympics program and its athletes. We 
assigned volunteers to take pictures of  individual players 
of  one team in action, endeavoring to shoot every athlete.   
These images were put on a flash drive and given to a 
coach along with the team photos. Our hope is that every 
athlete’s family will have the opportunity of  displaying a 
photo of  their loved one in a special place in their home.  
We strive every year to bring that possibility to fruition.

For those athletes not possessing the ability to play on 
a team, there is a special competition called the Skills 
competition.  Athletes are called upon to dribble the ball 
across the gym floor, shoot lay-ups, shoot the ball at a 
target on the wall and similar events, displaying their 
special skill. Many receive Ribbons and Recognition of  
their accomplishment and are as excited as any U.S. 
Olympic Athlete.

For several of  our volunteers, the Basketball Tournament 
is an annual event. Many have been involved since our first 
tournament. Each year, we hold an organizational meeting 

prior to the tournament.At this, time we ask the question 
of  those returning: “Why are you doing this again?”  
Invariably the answer is: “I get so much more than I give.” 
As they show and discuss their images from previous 
years, the emotion is clearly noticeable. This response 
typifies our folks. It is such a joy to have our gang come 
each day of  the event asking: “Where do you want me?”  
“Where do you need me?”  “Where can I do the most good 
for Special Olympics?”

Most of  the volunteers go out to the gym or fieldhouse to 
get their pictures, but a small group of  volunteers, equally 
dedicated, spend the day hidden away in the CPS room on 
site handling the printing, stuffing and organizing of  the 
team photos, as well as the burning of  flash drives. They 
are unsung heroes, one of  whom must be recognized as 
the key, the insurer of  our success — that person is Rick 
Wetterau, who unselfishly spends the ENTIRE tournament 
guiding the printing process to success. Thank you, Rick!

CPS and SOBB
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Basketball is one of  the few events for which there is no 
limit on the number of  volunteers. Any and all are welcome 
to participate and get caught up in the love and support 
of  Special Olympics athletes. Following is a list of  those 
volunteers who spent time at the 2016 Tournament, as 
accurately as possible with sincere apologies to anyone I 
may have missed:

Celeste Wagner Rick Wetterau Dee Palmer 
Rick Carrell Vic Evcic John King 
Melissa Stanton Lee Groscost Jen Cale 
Ron Werman Laura Stokely Maria Kaiser
Tom Knapp Bob Boyle Joe Vanecek 
Paul Zurowski Bob Kekelik Nancy Kekelik
Joe Miller Paul Vidal Matthew Speck
Terri Speck Michelle Miller Bill Woide

One volunteer, Bill Woide, who is a regular at Special 
Olympics Basketball, offered a quote noted above, when 
he came to our on-site CPS room at the start of  one of  
the days of  the tournament. He had volunteered to either 
photograph or print. He asked:  “Where do you need me?” 
Since printing was covered for that day, the response was, 
“Where would you like to be?”  His answer typified for me 
the attitude and dedication of  CPS Community Volunteers:  
“Wherever you need me, I’M NOT HERE FOR ME.” ❑

“I’M NOT HERE FOR ME.” Continued

CPS and SOBB

15



Mushrooms on Fallen Tree by Jon Harford

Member Photos

Autumn Vein Leaves by Susan Bestul
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Richfield Barn by Betsy Janda

Member Photos

Tinkers Creek Barn by Betsy Janda

Stone House Hale Farm by Marcy Feren Hayes
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Persistence, a Sense of Humor 
and Spoonbills: The Story of 
CPS Member David Locke 
by Lisa Adcock

The nature of  camera clubs, or any club for that matter, 
is a fluctuating membership. With longtime members 
that keep the club’s values on track and new members 
that give the club a fresh outlook, the measure of  any 
club can be taken by looking at a cross section of  its 
membership. CPS is lucky enough to have a solid group of  
longtime members to draw on their knowledge and keep 
us updated on just how far we have come.  I would now like 
to acknowledge one of  these longtime members.  

David Locke has been carrying around a camera since he 
was a teenager.  His started out with a Minolta system and 
his first digital camera was a Minolta 7i, which he explains 
was essentially a point-and-shoot, but took great pictures.  
He upgraded to a Konica/Minolta 7D and is currently 
shooting with a Sony A65. He started out post-processing 
with Photoshop and currently uses both Lightroom and 
Photoshop to get the effects he wants. He prints out 
of  Photoshop as he likes the print module better than 
Lightroom.  

Digital cameras, in his opinion, are way too over- 
complicated. Sometimes you just want to take a quick 
photo and you have to worry about which menu you 
are on. The best thing about modern digital cameras, 
in his opinion, is the auto ISO.  Especially with wildlife 
photography, you can set your aperture and auto ISO and 
“let it go.”   

He became a member of  CPS in December 1993, when he 

took our photography class. He immediately hit it off  with 
members like Bert Klein and Gerald Penca. He especially 
enjoyed participating and sometimes mentoring at the 
many field trips that CPS offered. He liked to use the 
darkroom facilities on occasion to make prints, a few 
of  which he still has hanging on his walls. Speaking of  
Bert Klein, David recalls feeling pretty proud of  his own 
engineering background and how he could fix anything. 
But Bert, David said Bert could fix anything and always 
had the right tool. No wonder they got along so well!

David and his wife, Dori, have been married for 60 years.  
“I was chasing her around the neighborhood when she 
was 10 years old! We have been very fortunate.” He also 
explained that he will be 84 years old chronologically on his 
next birthday but in reality he feels only about 70.  “Age is 
something I don’t think about.”  He is the proud father of  

Member Feature

Photo by David Locke, taken with his LG Phone at the Morikami 
Japanese Gardens in Delray Beach, FL. The Haiku Poem that 
goes with is…
 The Patient Heron
 Its watchful eyes hears the World
 By the silent pond

Dori and David Locke
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The Story of CPS Member David Locke Continued

two sons, grandfather of  three and has a 3-year- old great-
granddaughter. He proudly told me about his one of  his 
grandsons, David Paul Locke, who is currently a senior at 
Ohio State and has a great photographic eye. David gave 
him the Minolta 7D to use and practice with to get him 
started. When his grandson came to visit, David brought 
him to Myakka State Park to show him the “real” Florida. 
David Paul captured a fabulous shot of  an egret in flight 
that David made into a large print.  His grandson recently 
landed a paid internship with the Big Ten Organization 
and is learning the video end of  it from the ground up.  
He gets to be right on the playing field to help with the 
cameras, etc. They like to keep in touch and exchange 
pictures often. 

David and his wife, Dori, moved to Florida in 2000 and 
are full-time residents there. Landscape and nature 
photography are his favorite subjects. He recalls chasing 
roseate spoonbills all over Florida for years. Whenever 
he went to the Everglades or where the spoonbills were 
supposed to be, however, they were never there. “It’s like 
they knew I was coming and they were never there,” he 
joked. The Locke’s moved to St. Andrews’s Estates a few 
years ago. It’s an 83-acre facility with three lakes. One 
morning, as he was eating breakfast, he looked over at 
one of  the lakes close to him. Can you guess what he saw 
walking around in his backyard? You got it — A roseate 
spoonbill!  As he always has a camera handy, he grabbed 
it and got the shot – finally! He is constantly amazed at 
the variety of  wildlife, including ospreys, hawks and the 
occasional otter in his development. Recently they had five 

wood storks take over a large pine tree near him. “Florida 
is an amazing place, the cloud formations down here and 
the wildlife and all of  that…” provide endless photographic 
opportunities. These and other photos are posted on his 
website at www.dlockephotos.com. David invites anyone 
interested to check out his site and chat with him.

When he first got to Florida, he joined the Palm Beach 
Photographic Centre.  However, it was not a fun experience 
for him. While they had workshops and seminars with 
people like Vincent Versace, an internationally recognized 
pioneer in photography, the club was very expensive and 
“high end.” The club also suffered from what David calls 
the “snow bird effect.” This means that the club primarily 
was only active from October to May and was not real 
consistent with activities and leadership. He keeps his 
membership with CPS current because he appreciates 
The Darkroom Door and it’s good to still see names he 
recognizes from club activities.  

David has his educational background in electrical 
engineering and is retired now. He had owned his own 
business representing manufacturers of  electronic 
components. His territory covered the six Midwestern 
states. This gave him a lot of  “windshield” time. He 
brought his camera with him during his travels and when 
the business was done, he could take some time and “snap 
some frames” of  wherever he happened to be at the time.  
His “little” business also took them around the world.  His 
portfolio and collected works are from “all over the place.”  

Retirement though has not slowed the Locke’s down at all.  
David loves making prints for family and friends on his 
Epson large-format printer and will even mat and frame 
them when requested. Dori, his wife, does calligraphy and 
together they create their own greeting cards. She picks 
the scenes she likes — either still life or landscape — he 
then makes the prints, and she writes the greeting. It’s 
one of  the things they do to “keep the juices flowing.”  

David has been lucky enough to spend some time with 
Clyde Butcher, a wilderness photographer well-known for 
his Florida landscapes. Clyde is often asked where his 
favorite place to shoot is. He responds “his parking lot.”  
Well, his parking lot just happens to be in the middle of  
the Big Cypress/Everglades. However, it emphasizes the 
point that you always have something to shoot in your 
own neighborhood if  you just look. David’s desire to add 
the spoonbills to his portfolio worked out for him in his 
own backyard. David’s advice to every photographer is to 
“practice, practice, practice.” Looks like your location is 

After years of  trying…This is the original capture of  a Spoonbill… 
walking around in our backyard among the yellow buttons.

Member Feature
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The Story of CPS Member David Locke Continued

no excuse to find some inspiration… Well honestly, in my 
humble opinion, awesome exotic places do help a bit, but 
I get the point!

David feels the Cleveland Photographic Society is unique.  
“It was a great experience and I miss it. I really do!” 
Your membership has skyrocketed and you are “still 
emphasizing good fundamental photography as opposed 
to the ‘selfie’ generation.” Thanks for noticing David! We 
are only as great as our members and we noticed you 
too!  Keeping your membership while living in Florida and 
staying involved embodies the spirit we are so proud of  at 
CPS. Your passion for photography has stood the test of  
time and continues to inspire us. 

As I was writing this article, I called David to speak to him 
to verify some information that he had told me. It turns 
out that he was quarantined in his residence due to the 
impending Hurricane Matthew. His complex was right in 
the path of  the storm and they were all secured in their 
homes.  Apparently, his building is “hurricane proof” with 
generators and all the reinforcements necessary to ride 
out the storm. He was in great spirits and didn’t seem 
worried a bit.  He thought if  he tried to take a photo of  the 
storm, his wife would be upset and nail him to the floor.  
“Keeping your sense of  humor is important” he reminded 
me. Well said, David!  Thanks for sticking with our club 
over the years! ❑

Member Feature

Billie and Woodie, This was taken at edge of  one of  our lakes here at St Andrews… Over a period of  several weeks this pair returned 
several times. The Stork was very protective of  the Spoonbill.
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Terminal Top by Justin Kaufer

Member Photos

Severance Hall by Ron Werman

Lost in Art by Kat Lindemann

Starship Terminal by Eric Wethington

21



Side Street by Dennis Wert

Member Photos

Granville Island by Russell Whittemore

Guardian of the Freedom Tower by Michele Kvintus
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Link-in with the Beiters 
by Steve Lucsik

The year 2009 was a 
banner year in the annals 
of  CPS’s history. Why? 
Because that was the 
year the Beiters became 
members. They brought 
with them not only their 
digital cameras and 
some computer savvy, 
but a wheel barrow full 
of  heart, happiness and 
individuality.

While Darlene chairs 
the B&W Competition 
category at CPS, Randy 
chairs the Pictorial 
Competition category 
and is responsible for 
the tech side of  the 
Digital Projection nights 
across all categories. 
Both dedicate their time 
volunteering to make the 
activities at CPS more 
enjoyable.

Darlene has a B.A. in English from Cleveland State as 
well as a Visual Arts degree in Photography from Tri-C.  
She currently does freelance photography for a variety 
of  clients including Great Lakes Publishing, the City of  
Cleveland and the Lorain County Chamber of  Commerce.

What are her favorite photo subjects?  Photojournalism/
street photography, architecture, night lights and 
reflections.  The first camera Darlene owned was a Kodak 
Instamatic.  Now she uses a Nikon D90.

Randy has a B.A. in Computer Science from Cleveland 
State and currently is a software developer for Twilio.  His 
first camera was a generic 110 film-cartridge camera.  
He now uses a Nikon D90 but finds himself  increasingly 
reaching for his Olympus Stylus 1s.  

Interestingly enough, it is not current photographs that 
generally intrigue Randy, but street photography — be 
it from a short or long time ago.  What’s fascinating to 
Randy is the ability to look at older photos of  otherwise 
mundane or “record shots” and study the streets, cars, 
fashions, buildings, advertisements and the activities in 
the image.

What brought them to CPS? Several CPS members, who 
were also classmates of  Darlene’s at Tri-C, recommended 
she check them out.  She and Randy did and the rest is 
history as they say. 

And the Cleveland Photographic Society has been all the 
richer ever since! ❑  

Randy and Darlene Beiter

Member Feature
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1928 Pierce Arrow by Ed Rynes

Member Photos

Time Warp by Debra Rozin

Rust on the Rails by Dennis Wert
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Member Photos

On the Way Home by Marcy Feren Hayes

Edison’s Desk by Debra Rozin

Rock Bottom by Jackie Sajewski
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CRITICISM:
the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
by Steve Lucsik

When I was an elementary school principal, I was 
frustrated by the fact that I was always being criticized 
in some way by so many for whatever I did or didn’t do. I 
shared my frustration one day with my Dad. I thought he 
was going to give one of  his typical wisecrack responses 
and then tell me to get over it. Instead, I got this, “Well, 
you must be doing something right, my boy. When you are 
doing something, you are going to get criticism no matter. 
When you do nothing, they’ll only talk behind your back.” 
My Dad often gave my sister and I what we labeled “Batty 
Daddy advice.” But, this observation ended up being the 
wisest and most profound pearl of  wisdom he ever offered 
me. It didn’t make a whole lot of  sense at the time but 
with age and experience came the understanding.

Now, to apply my Dad’s wisdom to your photography. If  
you think you have a good photo, it is certainly going to 
attract attention. And along with that attention will, of  
course, come the criticism. So, it’s the good, the bad, and 
the ugly. If  you don’t believe me, try this: post your very 
best photo online. Offer it up for criticism. Even on the non-
photo dedicated site of  “likes” or “don’t likes,” Facebook, 
where everybody says, “Oh, that is very nice.”

At some point, you are bound to get an unexpected harsh 
critique. That’s because it is so much easier to attack 
and destroy an act of  creation rather than to create one 
yourself. And, its even easier when it is basicly anonymous. 
You are going to get criticism whether you asked for it or 
not. Some of  it will be worthwhile and some of  it is going 
to be off-base.

If  you are a novice photographer and looking for 
constructive help, hints or tricks to improve your style, 
you will pleadingly ask others to make some honest 
comments about your work. You’re hoping to get 
some practical advice. The reality is, it ain’t going to 
happen 100% of  the time. But possibly, after a barrage 

of  harsh comments, you may become frustrated, defeated 
and eventually give up. Is your creativity killed? Remember 
this; the bottom line is if  you are doing good work, you 
are going to attract a crowd. And, in the crowd are the 
good, the bad and the ugly commenters. Is this only true 
of  the Internet? Absolutely not. Try some competitions. 
Try exhibiting. Try some challenges. You are going to 
get harsh comments. But remember this: yes, there are
those who are trying to drag you down because they can’t 
achieve your level of  success. Yet, there are also those who 
think your work is worthy of  special attention and exacting 
standards. In a subtle manner, they are encouraging you to 
take it to the next level possibly because they see you have 
the potential. And that requires them to be picayune in 

their criticism. Often times, those offering those types of  
exacting comments are great photographers themselves. 
They often offer their advice in a non-threatening, non-
destructive format. Why? First of  all, they are not threatened 
by your work. They are good at their craft and see what you 
are attempting to accomplish. Second, because they were 
there at one time, they know the feeling and frustrations of  
“not quite getting it.”

But, if  you are sincere in your effort to learn, you have 
a responsibility as well... to be open to criticism without 
an attitude! Don’t respond with curt or smart responses. 
If  you respond curtly, you have given the critic a pat on 
the back and you lost a little self-esteem in the process. 
Examine what is being said, and look at it in a positive 
way. Eventually, the difference between the trolls and the 
teachers becomes apparent. It will take some time. And 
you’ll have to “kiss a lot of  frogs” to find the constructive 
kings. It is the Kings you question. But be teachable. This 
is your responsibility. ❑

 

Aristotle noted: “If you want to avoid criticism; say nothing; do nothing; be nothing.”
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Member Photos

No Crying in Baseball by Mike Kopkas

A Chess Game Lower East Side by Abe Wolf Roadside Balladeer by Russell Whittemore

27



Member Photos

Murica or Git Out by Dan Sandy

Firestarter by Darlene Beiter

Monster Hockey by Matt Houston
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Member Photos

Blood on Her Hands by Erik Pickering

Out of the Frame by Ron Wilson

Stranger #149 Rae by Chris Camino
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Member Recognition

Here’s to our fabulous Members’ 
accomplishments! 
Thought you might like to know that:
GEOFF POWERS, a freelance Photographer for the Solon 
Times, The Chagrin Valley Times, and the Geauga Courier 
received the following Hooper Awards from theOhio 
Newspaper Association for the time period of  August 
2014 to July 2015. The awards were announced in 
February 2016.

Best Feature Photo/Solon Times/First Place
Best News Photo/Chagrin Valley Times/First Place
Best Feature Photo/Chagrin Valley Timess/Second Place
Best Sports Photo/Chagrin Valley Times/First Place
Best Sports Photo/Chagrin Valley Times/Second Place

MIKE KOPKAS was awarded the Best Lens-Based Digital 
Art Award In the first Beck Focus Juried Photography 
Contest in July in the Professional Division. “Waif  in the 
Woods”.  

JOHN EARL BROWN was pleased to have one of  his 
portraits included in Photographer’s Forum magazine’s 
“Best of Photography 2016” hardbound coffee table 
book, which is being printed now. There were 11,400 
images submitted from 66 different countries. This is the 
third time he has been in this international publication. 

SUSAN BESTUL has had a great year!  Last winter, she was 
informed that out of  over 12,000 images submitted from 
57 countries, she was a winner of  the 8th Annual Julia 
Margaret Cameron Award for women photographers!  In 
the same competition, she was a finalist in the Fine Art 
division and a runner-up in the People division. As a result, 
in November, she will be exhibiting in Berlin, Germany, at 
the Berlin Foto Biennale 2016.

In April, she won Best of  Show (professional division) in 
the FOCUS 2016, a juried photography contest at the 
Solon Center for the Arts. And, in September 2016 her 
photo “At the Roundhouse” will be donated to The 32nd 
Annual Fine Print Fair which, benefits the Department of  
Prints at the Cleveland Museum of  Art and is sponsored 
by the Print Club of  Cleveland.

JOSEPH MIKO had a photo selected to the Cleveland 
Print Room and had a photo selected for the Cleveland 
Hopkins Airport exhibit.

Waif in the Woods by Mike Kopkas

Leah, Portrait #6 by John Earl Brown
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KATE HASENOHRL had her photo of  “Chelsey” chosen to 
be on a month page in the Cleveland APL 2017 calendar.  
She also had three photos in the Independence Art Guild 
Gallery during the Independence Home Days and sold 
her photo, “Niagara Falls.”

DAN KOZMINSKI and DAVE WOOLDRIDGE had a great 
announcement. The Cleveland IngenuityFest 2016 
(http://ingenuitycleveland.com/) hosted an exhibit of  
street photography prints taken by individuals who have/
are experiencing homelessness. Dan and Dave provided 
digital cameras to a half  dozen men and women who 
receive services from the St. Herman’s homeless shelter 
on Cleveland’s westside. They were given the cameras 
along with just one instruction: take photos of  things that 
move you in some way. They received over 1,000 images, 
which were pared down into an exhibit of  40 photographs, 
that were then matted and framed, and were placed on 
display along with comments made by the photographers 
about some of  their images.

NEIL EVANS received a third place and two honorable 
mentions in the American Rose Society’s annual rose 
photography contest. 

MARIA KAISER has a show with three other printmakers 
(15 pieces each) at Kendal at Oberlin.

RUSSELL WHITTEMORE  won the January Landscape 
competition at nikonians.org. The theme was “Black and 
White.” ❑  

Member Recognition Continued

Chelsey by Kate Hasenohrl

Near the Moulton Barns, Grand Teton NP by Russell Whittemore

Member Recognition
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Member Photos

Major General by Lee Groscost Grandad by Sue Ford

Union Officer by Kate Hasenohrl
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Member Photos

Engagement Guest by Rick Carrell Distinguished Gentleman by Bill Berris

Bright Eyes and Wrinkles by Susan Bestul
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Member Photos

Self Portrait #4429 by Rick Carrell

Sunflower Love by Terri Keaton
Senior Fun by Susan Kaufman
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Contest

Guess the Photographer
Hello everyone!  It’s time for a Photo Contest of  a historical nature and the time is right for a political theme.  Name 
the title of  the photo and the photographer that took each of  these two photos. Send your guesses to me (Lisa Adcock) 
at delph99@gmail.com. Please list each photo separately. Each photo is a separate contest. You can submit a guess 
on one photo or submit guesses on both photos. One submission per photo, per member, will be accepted.  You must 
be a member in good standing. All correct entries will be placed in their respective bin and the winners will be chosen 
by a random drawing at the CPS Holiday Party on December 16. You do not need to be present at the banquet to win. 
There will be one winner for each photo. Each prize is a $50 Dodds gift card.  The deadline for submission is Friday, 
December 2nd, 2016. Good Luck!

Image 1

Image 2
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CLUB HEADQUARTERS

9543 Broadview Road
Broadview Heights, OH 
44147
www.clevelandphoto.org

THE CLEVELAND 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

CPS has operated 
continuously since
1887, making us one of  
the oldest camera clubs 
in North America. The 
organization currently has 
over 600 members and is
one of  the few anywhere 
to have its own permanent 
clubroom. The objectives 
of  the society are to 
promote and advance the 
understanding, passion 
and joy of  photography by 
providing opportunities
for education, skill 
development, picture
taking, competition, 
critique, and fellowship. 
We meet almost every 
Friday evening and our 
meetings are always open
to visitors and guests—we 
invite you to visit us! Our 
clubroom is located on the
City of  Broadview Heights 
campus. The clubroom 
opens at 7:00 p.m. Visit 
our website for directions, 
maps, and further
information: www.
clevelandphoto.org

CPS is a founding member 
of the Photographic Society 
of America, PSA.

All Rights Reserved.
All photographs herein
are protected by copyright 
law and may not be 
reproduced without the 
expressed written consent of  
the photographer.

OUR MISSION:
The mission of  the Cleveland 

Photographic Society is to promote 
and advance the understanding, 
passion and joy of  photography 
by providing opportunities for 
education, skill development, 
picture taking, competition, 

critique and fellowship.

CPS Competitions

CPS holds competitions throughout the club year as a part of  our regular 
Friday evening meeting schedule. Only members and current students can enter 
images in competition, but all are invited to attend on competition evenings. 
Current competition categories are Creative, Nature, People and Black & White, 
and every competition also contains the opportunity to submit images in the 
Pictorial (Open) category. Competitions are split between printed images and 
those which are digitally projected. In addition, the Club maintains a ‘B’ series 
of  competitions for students and newer members and also offers a series of  
Photojournalism nights, designed to focus on the image as a visual story with 
only minimal digital editing. 

CPS Membership

Annual dues: 
Single member rate is $54
Couples are $81
Family (couple plus one or more children) is $117
Junior member (under 18) is $36
Distance member (roughly over 100 miles) is $36.

A downloadable application form and more details can be found on our 
website: www.clevelandphoto.org

Join us and enjoy all the benefits of  being a part of  one of  the most dynamic, 
active, and friendliest camera clubs in the U.S. Photographic education and 
fellowship are our primary tenets and a part of  all we offer. No matter your skill 
level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of  activities that will enhance 
your skills—and you’ll have FUN along the way!

Club Calendar

The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained
at www.clevelandphoto.org
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