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From the Editor’s Desk

This issue, Summer 2012, is coming to 
you quite a bit later than planned. This is 

because of your editor’s scheduling going out  
of whack. Usually, we get the Darkroom 
Door out one or two months after the season 
happens. In this case, we are off way more than 
that. Lots of things happening in the fall and 
early winter interfered with getting this out. Most 
unpleasant were several bouts with bronchial 
and sinus infections. I also was helping out with 
the 125th Anniversary Book, which diverted 
me away from the Darkroom Door. My deepest 
apologies to all for this long delay. I plan to get 
back to a closer schedule soon. 

Joe and I have been in Florida since January 
1, and it is hard to get to the computer to work 
when the skies are blue and outdoors beckons. 
Sorry to mention that when the temperature in 
Cleveland is low and the snow continues. I do 
quite a bit of volunteering here with some bird 
watching, serving as a “naturalist” at a wonderful 
reconstruction of a wetlands park. I also sing 
with a chorus here as well as helping out at the 
Venice Jewish Food Festival. Time rushes by in 
a blink. 

Some of the events and field trips we missed 
this time, we may include in the next issue. 
Since the Darkroom Door’s aim is to be a record 
of the club’s doings, we will try to catch up. 
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Sonic Boom                                                              Roger Moore
Pictorial – First Place

Spiral Staircase                                                          Bill Rittman
Pictorial – Second Place

River Limbo                                        Doug Hupfer
Pictorial – First Place
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners
Continued

Indian Ruins                                                                                     Harry Kaulfersch
Pictorial – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Camper Lost in the Great Outdoors                                                                Ken Latman
Pictorial – Second Place
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners
Continued

Boulder Falls                                                             Daniel Popow
Pictorial – Second Place

Magnolia Blossom                                                     Ron Werman
Pictorial – Second Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.
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Of Interest to Members

Environmental Portraiture
Story and photos by Nancy Balluck 
Baby’s photo by Barb Pennington 

Simply put, environmental portraiture 
is doing a shoot on location rather 
than in a studio setting. Although, I 
typically use natural light in outdoor 
settings for my portraits, these tips 
can also be used in a studio with 
artificial lighting. 
Because you are a photographer, 
you may be asked to shoot a family 
portrait, a senior portrait or an 
engagement photo. Or, you may just 
want to shoot a great photograph of a 
special aunt while at a family reunion. 
If you develop an anxiety attack at 
the thought of having to photograph 
an actual human being rather than a 
flower, perhaps this article can help 
alleviate those qualms. 
Equipment: A camera (two if 
possible), fresh batteries, extra 
memory cards and a tripod sturdy 
enough to hold your camera. Some 
extra equipment to consider is a 
reflector, diffuser, off-camera flash and 
various props for added interest. 
Location: It is as important as your 
model. Always scout out your location 
prior to the shoot and at the same 
time of the day. If you find a spot 
with great morning light and you are 
planning your shoot for the afternoon, 
the afternoon light will be entirely 
different from the light in the morning. 
Locate several areas where you can 
pose your model and places that are 
uncluttered, yet have great texture and 
color. The more varied your areas, the 
more possibilities for posing options. 
Some places require a fee or do not 
allow tripods. 
Models: Easier to find than you may 
think. Attractive, young women are 
nice to shoot but it is more fun to 
photograph someone with lots of 

wrinkles, a great beard, wild hair 
and a twinkle in the eye. My favorite 
models have lots of character. 
If you have a grumpy neighbor, 
who has etched scowl lines on his 
face, take him out and shoot him! 
Look for someone who has unique 
facial features or has an animated 
personality. 

Beginning portrait photography: 
Choose a model that can follow 
directions for at least an hour and is 
patient. If your spouse does not like 
to take orders from you, that would 
not be a good choice. At all costs, 
avoid the temptation to photograph 
young children if you want to keep 
your sanity. Photographing them 
can be frustrating for a beginning 
portrait photographer, let alone 
an experienced one. Get some 
experience before attempting to shoot 
a cute, chubby, cheeked toddler who 
learns that pushing an adult’s buttons 
is more fun than a new toy.
Clothing choices: They can make or 
break a shoot. Be specific about what 
your model should wear from the top 
of his/her head to the bottom of their 
feet. Never, ever, tell your model to 
wear whatever they wish or you will 
be surprised with what they show up 
wearing. Clothing should accentuate 
the body, making it look longer and 
leaner. 
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Of Interest to Members
Continued

Give serious thought to what clothing 
choices would work in the setting 
you choose for the shoot. Example: 
having your model wear pastel colors 
in a brilliant fall setting probably 
wouldn’t look that great. It’s a good 
idea to have your model bring 
several changes of clothing. Long-
sleeved shirts elongate the arms 
and look better than short sleeved or 
sleeveless, and can hide a multitude 
of sins. Keep clothing, necklines 
and fabrics simple. V-necklines on a 
woman elongate the neck. A turned up 
collar can frame the face, giving her a 
regal look. Unless your model has the 
neck of a giraffe, turtlenecks are not 
a good choice, since it will make your 
model look heavier in the face. 
Hair should be clean, makeup 
subtle, hands well manicured and 
jewelry minimal: If your female model 
doesn’t wear makeup, ask her to wear 
a tinted moisturizer, a medium shade 
of lipstick, mascara and neutral nail 
polish. Using a medium shade of rose 
lipstick will add spark to her face. 
Eyes look outstanding with a coat of 
mascara but stay away from heavy 
eye shadows and eyeliners. Ask your 
model to use a neutral or clear polish 
for her nails. Dark nail polish on hands 
held up against the face will look like 

Posing tips: Every one of these tips comes from personal experience.
1.  The eyes are the most important part of a portrait. If they are not tack 

sharp, you have missed the shot. Always aim the focal point of your 
lens at the closest eye to the camera. If your model’s head is turned 
slightly away from the camera, make sure that you can still see the iris 
of their eyes. 

2.  When shooting vertical models, turn your camera vertically in the 
portrait position. This will eliminate any unwanted things in the 
background. If your model is horizontal, then turn your camera 
horizontally. 

3.  It is a good idea to bring along some photos of different poses. This 
gives your model a visual of how you want her/him to pose. Do your 
research on many posing techniques. The web is full of information. 

4.  Your model will be as nervous as you are and will look to you for 
direction. Small talk helps. Ask your model questions and get to know 
her/him a little bit while you are together. After a while, you both will be 
more comfortable. 

5.  If a particular location isn’t working for you, try another one that you 
scouted out prior to the shoot. 

6.  Your model will feel more comfortable sitting down, so bring a stool or 
have them sit on a fallen tree, rock or fence. 

7.  Make sure that your model is sitting up straight. Slouching will make 
your model look heavier. 

8.  Posing your model at a slight angle to the lens is flattering for both 
men and women. 

9.  Never let your model lean away from the lens. This distorts the body. 
Have your model lean slightly toward you. The closest body part to the 
lens will always appear bigger. If your model is sitting in a chair and 
leaning away from the lens with their hip protruding toward you, the hip 
will be gigantic. 

10.  Hands should be relaxed and not tight-fisted. 
11.  If your model will have their hands touching their face, ask them to do 

it lightly to prevent distortion of the skin. 
12.  If your model wears glasses, make sure the glasses are clean. Push 

the glasses up against the bridge of the nose. Have them move their 
head until you no longer see a reflection. 

13.  Every once in a while, stop shooting and show your model some of 
your shots. Praise and small talk work wonders. 

14.  Too much of a smile will cause squinty eyes and accentuate wrinkles 
in a more mature face. If your model’s eyes disappear, ease up on the 
smile. For added drama, take a few shots of your model not smiling. 

15.  Have at least fifteen different pictures of poses to show your model. It 
will make your life a lot easier.

Environmental Portraiture continued
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Of Interest to Members
Continued

tiny black olives. Tell your model to 
keep the jewelry simple. 
Have your model look into a mirror 
before the shoot: They will then 
know exactly how they are going to 
look in the photos.
Method of payment to your model: 
Discuss this ahead of time. I do not 
pay my models, I give them a CD 
with all their photos plus three 5 X 7 
prints. If they must travel a distance to 
the shoot, you might give them a gas 
card. If you plan on using your model’s 
photos in a competition, it’s a good 
idea to discuss this ahead of time. 
This is just good etiquette.
Photographing Children: This can 
be a challenge for even the most 
seasoned portrait photographer. Make 
sure the child has been fed, watered, 
had their nap, and gone to the 
bathroom before the shoot. Snacks 
and bribes are a good thing. Bring 
along a child wrangler to help keep 
the child’s attention and to prevent the 
child from wandering away from the 
camera. The child wrangler should 

always stand behind you trying to get 
the child’s attention so the child will 
at least be looking in your general 
direction. If the child wants to hold 
their favorite stuffed animal, let him. 
If all else fails, just let the child do 
whatever he/she wants and keep 
shooting. You might be pleasantly 
surprised at the photos you get.

Take the time to do your homework! 
There are thousands of books on 
posing and lighting. The internet is 
loaded with portraiture advice and 
sites like YouTube that have videos 
on various ways to do a shoot. Be 
prepared for anything because 
anything can happen, which makes 
working with humans so much fun. 
Relax and enjoy the time with your 
model. 

Environmental Portraiture continued

Train Your Eye
Look at the pictures you have taken and critique your own work. Did the image turn out like you planned? Do you 
like the composition? This self-review stage is essential for you to improve your photographic “spider-sense.”
 

Shoot More
If you think you shoot enough – you don’t. Especially, if you use a digital 
camera, because there is no added cost to taking more photographs. Why 
take just one picture, if you can take several? Are you in a place you may 
never visit again? Take pictures, because even the most boring day-to-day 
scenes can become historical in just a few years of time.
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Selection of People Competition Winners

Old Blue Eyes                                                              Susan Bestul
People Posed – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Man in the Doorway                Jackie Sajewski
People Posed – First Place

Ballet Study #5                                                        John Earl Brown
People Posed – First Place
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Selection of People Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Smiley from Mongolia                                               Susan Onysko
People Posed – First Place

The Look                                                                      Erik Pickering
People Posed – Third Place
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Selection of People Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

The North                                                         Kevin Wulff
People Candid – Honorable Mention

Hard at Work                                                                  Betsy Janda
People Candid – Third Place

At Hessler Street Fair                                     Mary Rynes
People Candid – Third Place
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Field Trips

Mission: Impossible Road Rally
Steve Lucsik and Megan Rowe

On Saturday, July 21st, nine teams headed out from the 
CPS clubroom to varied locations around Northeastern Ohio 
bent on a mission—actually, 17 of them. Based loosely on 
the late-1960s television series, “Mission: Impossible,” the 
CPS 2012 Mission: Impossible Road Rally asked teams to 
document those missions with a photo that showcased their 
team’s mascot. They accrued points based on the distance 
traveled to a site and their creative interpretation of each 
mission. Each team was also permitted to use the “junk in 
their trunks” as props or disguises in creating a scene. And, 
oh boy, were they ever creative! 
“Team Barracuda,” was Tim Koches 
and Lisa Braun, who captured top 
honors and a $100 prize for completing 
the most missions. Their iconic shot 
came from Berea’s Wallace Lake. The 
objective was to let the image speak 
for itself and tell a whopper of a story. 
They managed to get a real fish in 
their photo. Fittingly, their mascot was 
a rubber barracuda. 
Joanne Damian, Troy Vodila, Steve 
Snitzky, Daniel Himmelright and Dona 
Zupancic made up the second-place 
team, the “Snap Dragons.” Their 
standout scene: offering a head, along 
with other gifts, to appease Chief 
Logan in Bath Township. However, 
they were also clever enough to get 
behind the fence for a shot of the Texaco man in Oakwood. 
The third-place-winning “Drive-by Shooters” team, 
consisting of Rob Erick, Roger Moore, Trish Uveges, Nancy 
Hofstetter, and Jackie Sajewski, showed a patriotic side 
while raising the American flag, Mount Suribachi style, 
at the 101st Bomber Group Restaurant in Brook Park. 
The image that stole the show was Nancy’s walk on the 
wild side, stalking a topiary elephant at the zoo. A special 
American Legion Award went to the “Snap Happy” team of 
Michele Schneider and Lisa Adcock. Lisa struck a fetching 
pose while draped in the U.S. flag and Michele fended off 
attackers as they created the ultimate motivational poster 
to help “win the war.” The flag, from Michele’s grandfather, 
added special significance to the scene.
“Team Toyota” made up of Dave and Janine Brooks and 
Mark and Mary Kay Coletta were spot-on in creating a 
movie poster at the Cedar Lee Theater. With a wedding 

dress and veil and a bottle of Windex, there was no doubt 
that the coming attraction was “My Big Fat Greek Wedding.”
John and Betsy Janda and Anita Orenick, joined by Anita’s 
parents made up the team of “Two Chicks and Him.” They 
created a towering communications antenna at Century 

Cycle in Peninsula in order to contact 
CPS headquarters and save the 
rail system. There was no argument 
when it came to the cutest use of a 
mascot. 
The “Pink Panthers,” with Shuo 
Wang and her college friends Fayes 
Abboud, Lei Yang and Na Xu, carried 
very little “junk in their trunk,” so 
they got creative with their mascot; 
the Pink Panther. They constructed 
the feline using smiling flower faces 
from the Malley’s Chocolates store in 
North Olmsted.
The Full Monty Award went to Kevin 
Wulff, Cheryl Novak and Annamarie 
Berg of “Team Sushi.” Their mission: 
to prominently and creatively display 

the “pink panties” indicating to photographers that this is 
definitely the place to be. Kevin certainly did that by pole 
dancing while wearing the panties under a sign that read, 
“Adult Day Care.” Their image generated a lot of laughs and 
was the sensation at the awards night. 
Runner-up team, “The Women and Men in Black,” with 
Renee Robertson, Karen O’Rourke, Colleen Turley and Kim 
Turley, placed their Alien mascot at the center of the West 
Side Market. Oddly enough, shoppers paid absolutely no 
attention to it! The Alien, properly dressed in a suit, also 
stood reverently silent while at the grave of Elliot Ness at 
Lake View Cemetery.
This event, with all its silliness, fun and adventure, would not 
come together without the dedication and hard work of the 
D-7 team: Karen Hoinke, Ken Latman, Darlene Jacobson 
and Steve Lucsik, who wrote the scenarios for the missions. 
Charmane Lucsik, Dennis and Vicki Wert judged and 
critiqued the submitted images. Next page, more photos!

Coming in first place, Team Barracudas: 
Tim Koches compares fishes.

In second place, Team Snap Dragons: Joanne Damian, 
Troy Vodila, Daniel Himmelright and Dona Zupancic 
celebrate with “Big Boy” and employee. 



13

Mission: Impossible  
Road Rally continued

Photo #1: Team Drive-By Shooters: Rob Erick, Roger Moore, Tricia Uveges, Nancy Hofstetter and Jackie 
Sajewski exercise at Curves. #2: Team Two Chicks and Him: Anita Orenick, parents Connie and Emil with Betsy 
and John Janda create rescue scene at the 101st Bomber Group. #3: Team Women and Men in Black: Renee 
Robertson, Kevin and Spencer O’Rourke, Colleen and Kim Turley runner-ups at Elliot Ness grave. #4: Team 
Toyota: Dave and Janine Brooks with Mary Kay Coletta create movie poster for “My Big Fat Greek Wedding” at 
Cedar Lee Theater. #5: Team Snap Happy: Michele Schneider and Lisa Adcock receive American Legion Award. 
#6: Team Sushi: Cheryl Novak, Annamarie Berg and Kevin Wulff receive Full Monty Award for Kevin’s pole 
dance. and #7 Team Pink Panthers: Fayez Abboud, Shuo Wang, Lei Yang and Na Xu keep Pink Panther from 
jumping off the Bridge Over Troubled Waters.
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners

Me...Dangerous?                                                                                 Di Adams
Projection – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Kick Up Your Heels                                                                   Shirley DeWitte
Projection – Second Place
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Parade the Circle                                                            Ed Rynes
Projection – Third Place

Sportacular                Colleen Cleveland
Projection – Second Place

Power from Above                             Jerry Jelinek 
Projection – Third Place
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued

Tetons                                                                                                       Vicki Wert
Projection – Second Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

The Subway                                                                                                   Matthew Kuhns
Projection – Second Place



17
Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Calders Sail Through the Green Building Lobby 1966 
Projection – Third Place                                   Barry Cunningham

Civil War Officer                                                 Brian O’Riordan
Projection – Third Place

Urban Herbs                                    Stan Lindholm
Projection – Third Place

Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued
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Member Recognition

Colleen Cleveland’s photos of young 
skiers was used by the Professional 
Ski Instructors of America Central 
Division. One was on the cover of 
their Education Calendar and the 
other was featured on the cover of 
their quarterly publication (photo 
above).

ef

Matthew Kuhns was busy 
participating in the Art-a-Fair juried 
art show in Laguna Beach, CA, this 
summer. In addition, two of his images 
were the featured portfolio review in 
July’s issue of Popular Photography 
magazine. Matt also won a second 
place in the PDN Great Outdoors 
Photography contest with his “El 
Capitan” photo. This was published in 
its July issue. 

ef

Two photos by Sue Curtis were 
accepted to the First International 
Salon exhibit of the F2 Salon 
Internacional de Fotografia (through 
PSA). The photos that earned enough 
points for acceptance were “Baboons 
Grooming” and “Quote by Annie 

Lennox.” Sue’s name and photos 
were mentioned in the back of the 
catalogue that was illustrated with the 
winning photos. The exhibit was held 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in July.

ef

Two images by Eric Wethington 
were published in the Cuyahoga 
Community College Literary Journal 
“Breakwall, Spring 12” edition. They 
were “City by Sunset” and “Tiffany 
Silhouette at Edgewater.” Eric also 
was part of a group of photographers 
playing “Paparazzi” for a Flashes of 
Hope event at the Q Arena in October. 
This was the “Big Shots for Little 
Stars” evening where several kids 
affected by cancer got a chance to 
meet Cavs and Monsters players. 

ef

Two of Ron Werman’s images were 
on display at the North Chagrin 
Metro Parks Nature Center for the 
month of October as part of the North 
Chagrin Photo Contest. Both were 
wildflowers. Ron was also contacted 
by the Cleveland Museum of Art to 
use a rowing photo that they found on 
his Flickr page. He took it during the 
2010 “Head of the Cuyahoga” Rowing 
Regatta (photo below). The museum 
used it as a backdrop while someone 
gave commentary on an iPad app that 
they were developing. 

Susan Onysko was busy recently 
photographing Laurel School second- 
grade students for a book project 
based on “The Best Part of Me.” The 
girls wrote poems about their favorite 
body part and she photographed 
their best part for the project. Susan’s 
photograph “Working in India #1” was 
selected for an Honorable Mention in 
Professional Women Photographers 
37th Anniversary International 
Women’s Call for Entry.

ef

Ryn Clarke was in an exhibit in 
Willoughby that opened on November 
9th and ran through January 9, 2013. 
The exhibit was at the Willoughby Hills 
Community Center.

ef

Kolman Rosenberg reported that his 
photo “Nighthawks” won the Grand 
Prize in the Cleveland Photo Challenge 
sponsored by the Downtown Cleveland 
Alliance. Besides winning a cash 
award, the photo was displayed at 
the Colonial Marketplace Arcade, the 
The Plain Dealer Gallery and on the 
large LCD sign on Playhouse Square. 
Additionally, Kolman had eight photos 
accepted by Cleveland Hopkins Airport 
for their next Temporary Art Exhibit, 
“CLE Salutes Our Military.” The airport 
show ran from November 1, 2012, 
through January 31, 2013.
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Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and 
advance the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.

Club Information

The Cleveland Photographic Society

CPS has operated continuously since 
1887, making us one of the oldest camera 
clubs in North America. The organization 
currently has over 500 members and is 
one of the few anywhere to have its own 
permanent clubroom. The objectives of 
the society are to promote and advance 
the understanding, passion and joy of 
photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture 
taking, competition, critique, and 
fellowship. We meet almost every Friday 
evening and our meetings are always open 
to visitors and guests—we invite you to 
visit us! Our clubroom is located on the 
City of Broadview Heights campus. The 
clubroom opens at 7:00 p.m. Visit our 
website for directions, maps, and further 
information: www.clevelandphoto.org 

CPS Competitions
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of 
our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only 
members can enter images for competition, but all are 
invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature, 
People, Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three 
competitions per category are held throughout the year.  
In addition, four Projection competitions are held, 
displaying projected digital images. The category for 
Projection competitions is Pictorial (open). 
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice 
Nights are held throughout the year. These are informal, 
unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as 
Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition Rules and 
Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be 
found on the Competition page of our website.

CPS Membership
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples  
are $81.00; Family (couple plus one or more children)  
is $117.00; Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00.  
A downloadable application form and more details can  
be found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org 
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one 
of the most dynamic, active, and friendliest camera clubs 
in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are our 
primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter your  
skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of 
activities that will enhance your skills—and you’ll have  
FUN along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained 
at www.clevelandphoto.org


