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Farewell 2008! Gracious! Where has the time gone???? 
Just think of all that you have done as a member of CPS in this past year: heard 
special guest speakers, went on field trips, learned about portraiture, took part in 
competitions with judges who offered many insightful comments to us, etc.—
and, a big plus, an increasing number of friends and colleagues with whom you 
can share your interest in photography. How about during this next year you 
share your enthusiasm for the club by volunteering to help with existing 
committees/projects—or present new ideas to the committee chairs for 
consideration? Another way to help is to reach out to our newer members to 
continue to make them feel welcome. With all of the things planned for next 
year, 2009 should be even more exciting.   
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Welcome to the new DARKROOM 
DOOR. This is the first edition under 
my direction. My husband, Joe, joined 
CPS about 10 years ago. After years 
of attending many photography and 
art shows with Joe, I learned a lot 
about photography and what it takes 
to make an outstanding photograph. I 
have a great appreciation for the art of 
photography.  
 
When CPS moved to its current loca-
tion, I began attending the meetings 
and competitions and gained even 
more knowledge. So, I decided to join 
the Club as well be-cause I found that 
CPS was a warm and friendly group 
who welcomed me whether I took 
photos or not. I ended up helping the 
club in various ways by volunteering 
wherever there was a need. As a 
result, here I am as the new editor for 
our club publication. 
 
I am thankful to two great people who 
have also volunteered their assistance 
to me. Michele Abraham is doing 
layout and Mary Kay Coletta is doing 

the proofreading. We call ourselves 
“The Three M’s.” 
 
Our goal is to make DD as informative 
as it has been in the past and to add 
even more to it. We have made some 
changes in this issue and will be 
making more in future issues. We 
hope you find them to your liking. 
 
As always, we want to hear from you 
for suggestions of topics, links to 
interesting websites and, if you are so 
inclined, to submit an article about 
your travels, a photo-info topic or a 
photo event you have participated in.  
 
We have a big challenge ahead of us, 
as we follow in our past editor’s foot-
steps. Isabel Martin took the DD to a 
high level which we hope to continue 
and exceed, if possible. 
 
Together, we hope to continue pre-
senting an informative, useful and 
colorful Darkroom Door.  
 

Marcia Polevoi 



 
 

 
 

President’s Message
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A new year has dawned, and CPS has plenty of 
events planned to make the most of whatever the 
year holds. Over the next few months, we hope to 
participate in an extraordinary book offering, 
display our work in a variety of outside exhibition 
opportunities, complete a partial renovation of the 
clubroom to make things a little more livable for 
those attending meetings, lend our skills to a 
variety of community service photography 
opportunities—and still provide the usual mix of 
meetings, school sessions, field trips and all the 
other programs, events and activities that make 
the club so special. 
 
But those are all activities to be chronicled in the 
next newsletter—and I’d be remiss not to recap a 
few of the special activities of the last Quarter for 
posterity. 
 
Photographic education remains the cornerstone 
of virtually all the events we hold at CPS—and the 
fall months of 2008 were consistent with this 
theme. In addition to another successful round of 
School of Photography offerings, the Photography 
for Kids program held in conjunction with the City 
of Broadview Heights was held once again—and 
another Environmental Portraiture workshop was 
offered by Nancy Balluck. Special thanks to Bert 
Klein, Kolman Rosenberg, Ron Wilson and Jeff 
Wessel for leading our School programs—and to 
all the instructors who willingly volunteer their time 
and talents. 
 
As you’ll read elsewhere in this issue, CPS was 
honored to host a very special presentation by 
nature photographer Gustav W. Verderber in 
October—and the fall months were filled with 
opportunities to capture the color of the season in 
a series of eight field trips! And just to round out 
the calendar, the usual competitions, Peoples 
Choice nights and some extra fun and instruc-
tional evenings were held. 
 

CPS also hosted and judged the annual photo 
competition for the Cleveland Hiking Club on 
October 22—and held perhaps one of our most 
successful Open houses ever on October 23—
with over 65 visitors! 
 
And we managed to mix in a little fun—with a 
Halloween party that almost made everyone in 
attendance forget there was also a business 
meeting that night AND a Holiday Party with more 
food than just about anywhere outside the mid-
night buffet on a luxury cruise liner and a night full 
of events that left everyone smiling. 
  
The Board continues to work hard to support the 
growing needs of the club, making strategic 
purchases to keep things running smoothly and 
planning for the future in order to sustain the 
incredible momentum of the past few years. At the 
time of this writing, membership is approaching 
250 paid and enthusiastic members—and the 
Board strives to ensure that we grow in such a 
way as to retain the friendly, open and welcoming 
environment that has been the hallmark of our 
success. Thank you to all our officers and Board 
members (who are listed in the masthead of this 
and every issue)—for their dedication and 
countless hours of service to CPS. 
 
But none of what I’ve summarized here or 
previewed for the months to come would be 
possible without the help and support of our 
members and friends. To see large and 
enthusiastic crowds every Friday night and to see 
the spirit of fellowship and shared learning that 
permeates all we do makes everything worth-
while. I remain impressed and humbled by this 
very special organization—and thank you all most 
sincerely for your support. 
  

Rob Erick 



 
 

 
 

Member Spotlight 

Varina Patel Wins 
“Your Best Shot” 
Monthly Contest 
 
Congratulations to Varina 
Patel on winning First 
Place in the Popular 
Photography “Your Best 
Shot” monthly contest. 
Her photo of Paria 
Canyon, Utah, appeared 
in the December 2008 
issue. She scouted the 
area early, then returned 
to shoot in the fading 
light. She says it was an 
easier shot, since she just 
waited for the lighting to 
be even. That accented 
the texture in the mud and 
stone.  
 
Varina used a tripod- 
mounted Canon EOS20D 
with 17-40mm f/4L Canon 
EF lens. The exposure 
was at 1/25 sec at f/8, 
ISO 100. Some black and 
white conversion and 
minor adjustments were 
made in Adobe Photo-
shop CS3.  
 
This was the first time she 
entered the contest. 
 
For information about 
Popular Photography 
contests, visit their site at: 
www.popphoto.com 

Paria Canyon 
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Varina Patel



 
 

 
 

Nature Realm 
Rob Erick 
 
During the month of October and well into Novem-
ber, CPS hosted a series of field trips in an attempt 
to expose members and friends to a variety of 
wonderful outdoor settings, timed to capture the fall 
season in all its glory. 
 
The series began on a picture-perfect Saturday on 
October 11 when 30 or so people visited Nature 
Realm in the Summit County Metroparks District. 
Nature Realm offers a wonderful variety of 
experiences, from the purely natural, to cultivated 
beauty and every in-between in a relatively 
compact setting.  

Field Trips 
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Nature Realm Rob Erick

Photographers captured a family of frogs in a small 
lily pond, climbing vines in a section devoted to 
outdoor sculpture, beautiful reeds and willows 
along two lakes and the early colors of fall 
wherever one looked. 
 
The trip proved a successful start to the field trip 
series and all in attendance vowed to return often 
to this nearby hidden gem. 
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Mill Creek Reservation 
Rick A. Wetterau 
 
On Sunday, October 26, 2008, a small group of 
photographers from CPS ventured towards 
Youngstown to investigate the Mill Creek Park 
Reservation. Found there was a true, working 
grist mill. There is a beautiful veranda cascading 
past a fascinating gazebo, a gift shop and 
Welcome Center rivaling anything the Cleveland 
Metro Parks has—plus, a spectacular overlook 
and suspension bridge that produced some 
wonderful frames. Sometimes these out-of-the-
way places, which seem a bit too far and 
unventured before, are a little intimidating. But 
that’s where new horizons become reality. 
 
At 9 a.m., from the clubhouse, Rob Erick, 
myself, my wife Pam, and my patient 18-year-
old daughter Leah, set forth toward Mill Creek 
Park to greet other potential members for the 
experience of another city’s offerings. Under-
estimating the trip length by about 15 minutes, 
we found no other members or students at the 
Welcome Center. We set forth toward the park 
and what lay ahead for us. 
 
Beautiful skies and scenery produced great 
pictures at our first stop by the rose garden and 

Mill Works Rick A. Wetterau

gazebo. Growing at ground level was some 
picturesque kale that offered good macro shots.  
 
From there we arrived at the Mill, where we met 
members from the Cleveland Metroparks Club, 
who had also scheduled a field trip here on this 
day. Because of their presence, photography 
members from any club gained free access into 
the working mill for the day. If you have never 
seen the inner works of a grain, flour or grist mill, 
you have missed a life experience. We take for 
granted that flour and grains come from grocery 
stores in a five-pound paper bags sealed and 
weighed. Decades ago, hydro-engineering made 
possible what we take for granted today. 
Enlightening! Stone, water power, wooden gears 
and crude metal pinions worked together on 
three separate floors to produce what we pick off 
the grocery shelves today without notice. 
Amazing experience. 
 
We finished off the day with some great pics of a 
silver metal suspension bridge overlooking a 
running stream. Great colors, picturesque 
settings, perfect weather, another experience to 
archive. 



 
 

Brandywine Falls 

Brandywine and Blue Hen Falls
Jill Stanphill 
 
On November 8, 2008, about 15 CPS 
members and students gathered at 
Brandywine Falls for a field trip led by Jill 
Stanphill. The temperature was in the mid-
40s and cloudy. Brandywine Falls was 
gushing with water from all the rain during 
the previous week. The steps down to the 
falls provided different vantage points to 
photograph the falls, as well as the ravine, 
ferns, tree trunks and colorful wet leaves 
blanketing the ground.  
 
 
 

Pg. 7 

Jill Stanphill

The group had fun interacting with each 
other in trying out different shutter speeds 
and white balances.  
 
The group then carpooled to nearby Blue 
Hen Falls. The hike down to the falls was 
steep but we were rewarded with the sight 
of a flowing river falling over a ledge into a 
pool of leaves. Most of the group ventured 
further down into the ravine to photograph 
the falls, rocks and landscape from below. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Club Events 

CPS Holiday Party 2008 
Marcia Polevoi 
 
On Friday evening, December 
19, CPS members and families 
gathered at the clubroom for an 
evening of fun, food and friend-
ship. A crowd of about 85 hungry 
folks dove into the loaded and 
groaning food platters that were 
beautifully and tastefully pre-
pared by volunteers and over-
seen by Barb Pennington and 
her committee.  
 
After indulging in all the eats, 
Rob Erick called on Ron Wilson 
to take charge of the “Robbers’ 
Gift Exchange.” Much hilarity 
ensued, as people unwrapped 
their gifts and either kept them or 
“robbed” someone else. Some of 
the gifts were exchanged many 
times within the audience. 
Several items were notable for 
their uselessness, as was a pair 
of yellow plastic gardening or 
wader pants. However, even 
those found a warm and loving 
home, as witnessed in the photo 
(above right).  
 
All in all, it was another enjoy-
able evening, which CPS 
provides to its members very 
often.  
 

Pg. 8 

As she chose a set of yellow wader pants, Marcia Polevoi exclaims, 
“If you wait long enough, all your dreams come true!” As you can see 
in the bottom photo, that got the biggest laugh of the evening. 
 

Photos: Joe Polevoi



 
 

Jerry Jividen  
on Digital 
Photography 
Joe Polevoi 

Pg. 9 

Jerry Jividen  

On Saturday, October 18, CPS was privileged to 
host a special presentation by renowned nature 
photographer Gustav W. Verderber. Arranged by 
Ron Wilson, Gustav’s appearance was possible 
because he was the featured presenter at the 
Cleveland Metroparks Annual Wood Duck 
Festival the following day at North Chagrin 
Reservation. 
 
Gustav is a native of Northeast Ohio but has 
lived many years in Vermont, leading photo 
expeditions, publishing books, giving lectures 
and continuing to create stunning nature 
photographs. His presen-tation at CPS included 
the debut of his newest presentation “Sojourns in 
the Wild—Farther Afield” as well as a Q & A 
session—and the crowd of 42 in attendance was 
unanimous in their appreciation for sharing his 
time and talent with us. 
 
As a token of our appreciation, Gustav was 
presented with a CPS cap—which he proceeded 
to wear during both his appearances the next 
day! CPS is honored and pleased to have made 
a wonderful new friend in the photographic 
community! 
 
For further information on Gustav and a chance 
to see some of his beautiful images, visit his 
website: www.sojournsinnature.com  

Gustav W. 
Verderber, 
Special  
Guest  
Rob Erick 

Tom Legeza

In October, CPS invited Jerry Jividen, 
photographer and teacher, to speak on the 
theme “Where we have been in the digital age, 
where we are now and where we are headed.” 
A large group of members listened intently as 
Jerry explained this theme. Back in the early 
90s, Jerry envisioned big changes coming in 

photography technology and was 
inspired to explore it thoroughly. He was 
right that a whole new era of taking and 
making photographs was emerging 
rapidly.  
 
By getting an early start, he had 
opportunities to learn about the new 
digital tools that are now making 
photography more popular than ever. 
Not content with just learning about 
photo-taking possibilities, Jerry also has 
explored various ways to combine digital 
photography and artistic techniques. He 
calls himself both a “techie geek” and an 
“artistic geek”...a rare combination 
among photographers. 
 
Long after 10 p.m., the audience was still 
asking question after question about the 
fascinating and thought-provoking 
subjects that Jerry brought up.  
 



 
 

New Poster Greets CPS 
Members and Visitors 
 
The clubroom was already filled with 
friendly banter and a warm glow as 
members and friends gathered for the 
annual Holiday Party on December 19—
but soon small groups were seen 
pointing and whispering as they gazed 
upon a new addition. Apparently, two of 
Santa’s elves, who looked amazingly like 
Joe Polevoi and Jim Kunkel, had 
changed the large sign that greets 
visitors and blocks the light next to the 
entrance door with a new and marvelous 
creation! 
 
One-by-one, people crept closer to 
behold the detail in the finely crafted and 
professionally printed piece. But were 
they looking for any possible flaws in 
resolution or—heaven forbid—an 
infinitesimally small Photoshop misstep? 
No—they were looking for themselves! 
 
For there, buried within the large letters 
that spelled CPS were the faces of 59(!) 
members. It turns out that Joe has been 
collecting images of members and 
friends at meetings, events and other 
functions for the past several months in 
preparation for this ground-breaking 
image—and here we thought all along 
he was merely trying to gather blackmail 
evidence to use against us! 
 
Come see the full-sized poster the next 
time you visit—there may even be a 
prize for the person who can correctly 
name the largest number of members 
pictured (or not). 
 
Sincere thanks to Joe (who, we hear, 
came within a whisker of breaking the 
Guinness World Records’ book for most 
layers in one Photoshop image) and to 
Jim for printing, mounting and hanging 
the masterpiece for posterity (or at least 
until Joe’s NEXT big idea…). 
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Credits: Joe Polevoi, Jim Kunkel, and Steve Manchook 



 
 

The Camera Guild of Greater Cleveland has dissolved and has chosen CPS to be the 
recipient of its assets and records. To help carry on the proud legacy of the Camera Guild, 
Tom Sampliner presents a check to CPS President Rob Erick. 

When I heard that the Camera Guild had 
decided to disband their fine organization and 
join our ranks at CPS, I thought it appropriate 
to do a little research into their history. It 
didn’t take long to find something that got my 
attention which was how they were founded 
in 1935, and more importantly who was the 
founder of the Guild.  
 
It turns out that its founder was John Steinke, 
who started the Guild with a group of 
photographers he was teaching at the time at 
the local YMCA. Who is John Steinke you 
ask? He was only a former CPS President 
(1923) and originator of our CPS School of 
Photography in 1928. In fact, he did the 
majority of the teaching at the school at that 
time with Henry Mayer, who was a well-
known established photographer in his own 
right. John was actually a big part of CPS 
back then too! He even spent some time on 
our Board of Trustees.  
 
Anyway, Steinke was apparently feuding with 
then-President Ralph Hartman about various 
things going on within CPS and it finally 
came to a head over the CPS Lecture 

Camera Guild 
Joins CPS 
David Brooks 

Bureau, which was established by Hartman 
back then. Steinke said doing lectures was 
not a good idea for a Photo Club and Hart-
man, who ended up being CPS President for 
almost 15 straight years (’25 to ’39) and was 
instrumental in building CPS at the time, 
would have no part of that idea.  
 
Steinke decided to end the feud by leaving 
CPS, but still having his interest in photo-
graphy, of course, he decided to start a new 
club with his YMCA students. Once estab-
lished, the Cleveland Camera Guild didn’t 
waste any time going up against CPS at local 
competitions. They also ended up becoming 
a member of PSA and really made a name 
for themselves over time winning many 
awards and becoming a solid well-respected 
organization here in Cleveland.  
 
I can only hope for one thing now: that the 
Guild has come full circle after splintering off 
from us some 70 years ago with the likes of 
guys like Tom Sampliner from the Guild 
joining our ranks. That hope is that there will 
not be any feuds any time soon where we’ll 
see history repeat itself!    
 

Jim Kunkel 
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Photography Tips 
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Tip for Shooting Winter Scenes 
Bright and white snow can be trickier to capture effectively then most photographers 
think. The light readers on cameras tend to see snow as very bright, so it sets the 
exposure for the brightness of the snow, leaving the background and other objects 
almost as dark as a silhouette. Most experienced photographers overexpose the 
snow photos they take, leaving the snow as bright as it is in real life and the rest of 
the frame well-exposed as it should be. Snow can also disrupt the camera’s auto-
matic white-balance sensor so you should also make sure that you either adjust the 
white balance to suit the snow or switch the auto white-balance mode to the snow 
white-balance mode. 

Words to Consider 
Rob Erick 
 
The following article, entitled “Words to Consider” 
was written for an online photo blog. It was 
subsequently reprinted in the Monmouth View-
finder, the monthly publication of the Monmouth, 
New Jersey Camera Club, and in Cable Release, 
the monthly newsletter for the New Jersey Fed-
eration of Camera Clubs. The story related is one I 
heard not long ago, and which has been repeated 
to the students at the beginning session of each 
Fundamentals of Good Photography class for the 
past year or so. It serves to underscore a message 
we can all stand to remember once in awhile: the 
photograph is so much more about the photo-
grapher than the equipment used to capture it. 
 
One of the great privileges of my life is the honor to 
serve as the president of the Cleveland Photo-
graphic Society. As such, I encounter photogra-
phers of all shapes and sizes—some skilled and 
professional, others still tentatively exploring the 
mysteries and mastery of capturing light in a box. 
  
Many of them have fallen prey to the siren song of 
the manufacturers and absolutely must possess the 
latest, greatest, newest, highest megapixel camera, 
the longest lens, the most powerful flash and a 
tripod built to withstand a nuclear blast—without 
first giving thought to the type of photographer they 
wish to be. And, even I will admit that it’s tempting 
to upgrade when LCD screens begin to approxi-
mate widescreen TVs and you’re still trying to 
discern sharpness on the equivalent of a postage 
stamp.  
 

But before you plunk down an amount equivalent to 
the gross national product of a third-world country or—
more important—when you can’t afford that and begin 
to believe that you cannot possibly be a good photo-
grapher without doing so, and begin to give up on a 
hobby you’ve begun to love, consider this story first: 
  
A photographer is invited to a dinner party and brings 
along some examples of her work. The host views the 
stunning images and marvels, “These are wonderful 
photos—you must have a great camera!” The 
photographer smiles and the evening progresses. 
After a sumptuous meal, the photographer returns to 
the host and exclaims, “That was a marvelous 
dinner—you must have some great pots and pans!” 
  
The moral of the story, of course, is that just as the 
quality of a meal is reliant primarily on the skill of the 
cook, the quality of a photograph is primarily due to 
the skill of the photographer. We hold regular compe-
titions within our club—and some of the most impactful 
images I have seen have been taken with point-and-
shoot cameras.  
  
So if you’re new to this magical hobby or have limited 
funds—and even if you don’t—I encourage you to take 
stock of yourself and what you like to shoot. Hone 
your skills with the equipment that you have—and 
upgrade only when you can honestly look yourself in 
the mirror and unflinchingly tell yourself that it’s your 
camera that’s keeping you from being a better photo-
grapher. Until that day, take the time to explore and 
enjoy—and take a backseat to no one.  
 
Happy shooting! 
 



 
 

We flew onto Kangaroo Island off the southern coast for another 
close encounter with Australian marsupials. In this restricted 
environment, the animals live in harmony with the farmers and 
ranchers. The koalas are not native to this island, but were 
imported back in the 1930s to give a backup population should 
koalas became diseased or extinct on the mainland. They have 
done so well that now the koalas are sterilized to prevent 
breeding. Sea lions and fur seals came ashore for our viewing 
pleasure. At night, we watched as fairy penguins came in from a 
day at sea to feed their pups hiding in the rocks. 

Adelaide offered a railroad museum for the fellows and a nice, 
small zoo with a volunteer guide for Joan and Sue. The highlight 
was a pair of mating hippos cavorting in their pool. The next day, 
our guide took us into the hills outside Adelaide for an all-day 
trip. We passed up the winery tour to spend most of the day at 
the Cleland Wildlife Sanctuary, where we were able to feed 
kangaroos and wallabies, pet koalas and HOLD koalas to have 
our picture taken. We saw our first Tasmanian Devil, wombat, 
and bandicoot.  

Although the Eastern Coast of Australia is suffering from a 
drought of several years, the countryside was usually green. 
However, when we flew to Alice Springs and then Uluru (Ayers 
Rock) the colors turned into tan drought-resistant plants and red 
soil.  

 

 
 
 
 

Member Travels 

Trip to Australia 
Sue Berger 

This past October, Ron and Joan 
Wilson and Bill and Sue Berger set 
forth on a great adventure to the 
intriguing continent and country of 
Australia. These four travelers met 
at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
while training to be docents. We all 
have a strong interest in Australia’s 
native animals. Many of them are 
marsupials (mammals having a 
pouch) — koala, kangaroo, bilby, 
bandicoot, and wombat to name 
only a few. 

The flight from Los Angles to 
Melbourne (pronounced Melbun) 
was over 14 hours, and at the 
International Date Line, we lost a 
whole day. Upon arrival in each 
city that we flew into, we were met 
promptly by a driver who took us to 
our downtown hotel and shared 
information about the sights. 
Melbourne is Australia’s second 
largest city and center for all kinds 
of sports: horse and car racing, 
tennis, Aussie Rules football, etc.  

To try to get used to the time 
change, we figured out the public 
transportation system and took a 
ride out to the Melbourne Zoo, 
where we saw a variety of animals.  

The next day, a naturalist drove us 
outside the city to two wildlife 
sanctuaries where we saw in the 
wild our first koalas, kangaroos, 
and emus (second largest flightless 
bird). In one of the national parks, 
a bush lunch was prepared for the 
four of us under eucalypt trees. 
(Australians shorten as many 
words as possible, eucalyptus.) 
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Sue and Bill Berger, Joan and Ron Wilson 



 
 

It was hot and dry. We toured the 
headquarters of the Royal Flying 
Doctors, the medical service for the 
outback’s isolated villages. The 
School of the Air told us about being 
the largest classroom in the world 
because it serves the children of the 
outback.  

A short flight took us from Alice to 
Uluru, the “heart” of Australia. This 
1000+ foot monolith rises red out of 
the pancake-flat earth. Sunrise 
revealed changing colors and a walk 
around the base disclosed Aboriginal 
rock paintings. While the food on the 
entire trip was good, it was here that 
we enjoyed eating kangaroo, croc-
odile, camel and emu. 

We flew onto Cairns (Cans) where 
the vegetation was lush. We stayed 
right on the beach of the Coral Sea in 
Palm Cove, a tropical paradise. One 
day, we sailed to the Great Barrier 
Reef to snorkel and visit a bird 
sanctuary. Another day, we traveled 
by train and cable car into the rain-
forest where spectacular views were 
enjoyed. A trip to a crocodile farm 
concluded the day. We watched a 
huge saltwater croc leap for food and 
we fed veggies to a cassowary. 
These large flightless birds have a 
colorful wattle like our turkeys.  

When we had time, we explored the 
beach and discovered sulphur-
crested cockatoos (sold in pet shops 
in the U.S.) combing the beach for 
food. A trip to the Cairns Zoo at night 
started with a BBQ (cookout) and 
moved on to visiting an assortment of 
Australian mammals and reptiles. 
Feeding the kangaroos chopped-up 
vegetables was a treat. They tried 
stealing the damper (sweet bread) 
that was set out with tea for us 
humans. We were able again to hold 
a koala for a fee. This subspecies 
was con-siderably smaller than the 
koalas in Adelaide. A zookeeper was 
holding a wombat, the koala’s closest 
relative.  

Koala  

Echidna 
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Bill Berger

Bill Berger



 
 

Steve Irwin, the “Crocodile Hunter,” devel-
oped the wonderful Australia Zoo outside 
Brisbane (Brisbun). While Irwin was so 
popular in the U.S., people in Australia 
didn’t know of him. There were large, 
roomy exhibits and many activities going on 
around the zoo. The “Crocodile Hunter” left 
quite a legacy. 

Our last stop was Sydney, the largest city in 
the country. The location of our hotel 
allowed us to walk to the much-photo-
graphed Sydney Opera House and Bridge.  

To get to Sydney’s Tarongo Zoo, we took a 
ferry across the busy harbor. A “behind-the-
scenes” tour had been arranged for us. We 
spent time with a keeper getting up close 
with the many koalas. Then the keeper took 
us into the nocturnal display to feed a 
tawny frog-mouth bird (mice), bilby 
(mealworms), opossum and bandicoot 
(veggies/fruit). This hillside zoo had a 
breathtaking view of Sydney’s harbor and 
skyline. Ron was able to have dinner with 
Susan Chen, a CPS member.  

The next morning, we left early for our 12 
1/2-hour flight back to L.A. On this flight, we 
gained back the day that we had lost. By 
the time we landed in Cleveland, we had 
been on 12 separate flights. We brought 
back wonderful memories, great 
photographs and a mixed-up sleep 
schedule. 
 

Emu  

Aborigine 
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Kangaroos in the Road 

Ron Wilson

Ron Wilson

Ron Wilson 



 
 

Axentis Corporate Display 
 
In early January, 40 framed images taken by CPS photographers added light and color to the office walls at 
Axentis Corporation. Located in the Tower City Center complex in downtown Cleveland, with offices that 
overlook the Steam Concourse fountains and shopping center below, Axentis approached CPS a few months 
ago with a proposal to display our work while also brightening up their office area. 
 
Coordinated by Cheri Homaee, former CPS Exhibition Committee Chair, members were invited to upload 
images for consideration. Representatives of Axentis made the final selections and the images were hung over 
the weekend of January 3 by Rick Wetterau and his family. 
 
Employees arrived on the first Monday of the New Year to find drab empty walls suddenly filled with color and 
activity—and accolades immediately began to pour in! The display will be visible to all Axentis employees and 
visitors and images will be offered for sale by the individual photographers should buyers be interested. Plans 
are for the display to remain in place for approximately one year, but Axentis employees are unlikely ever to 
settle for empty walls again…. 
 
CPS members whose work is featured in the display include: Barbara Pennington, Bill Rittman, Paula Umlauf, 
Dorothy Jackson, Neil Evans, Rick Wetterau, Will Sebastian, Sten Kupstas, Sharon Doyle, Bill Umlauf, Mawele 
Shamaila, Elisha Cerino and Linda Kupstas.  
 

Axentis Photo Display 

Neil Evans recently received an Honorable Mention in the Valley Arts Center’s 37th Annual Juried Show. 
Three of his pieces were accepted. This was a mixed medium show. Neil currently has his work on display at 
these galleries: Framer’s Gallery, Brecksville; Notable Design, Northfield Center; Art Gallery, Willoughby; 
Gina’s, Murray Hill; and Frame-Up, Aurora. 
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Member Showcase 

Rick A. Wetterau



 
 

 

Verlezza Dance 

accepted Jack 
Ulman’s photo to use  
on their poster promo-
ting their program on 
December 6 & 7, 2008. 
It is titled “New Tales, 
Old Tales, Snow Tails.” 
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CPS members Barb Pennington, Brenda Gemeiner, Cheri Homaee, Rick Wetterau, 
Rob Erick and Ron Wilson have had several photos included in publications supporting the City of 
Broadview Heights. Publications include a special community advertising section of The Plain Dealer and the 
Broadview Heights Image Book, mailed to all businesses and residents. 

Jim Frazer has had several of his images published in documents and materials supporting the Famicos 
Foundation, including the cover of the organization's Annual Report. 

Linda Kupstas, a newer member of 
CPS who lives in East Palestine, OH, is 
the photographer for the East Palestine 
Fire Department. She has had five photos 
published in the department magazine, 
First Responder, in the past 2 months. 
She recently started doing photo-
journalism and is enjoying it a great deal. 
 

Watch Out for the Door Linda Kupstas



 
 

CPS Competition Winners 
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Tinkers Creek Sunrise 
Projection, First Place 

Jerry Jelinek 

Below is a sampling of winning photos from recent CPS Competitions.  Complete competition standings 
are available on the CPS website: www.clevelandphoto.org 



 
 

Young Reggae Fan 
Pictorial, First Place 

Aged Lady 
People, First Place 
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Mawele Shamaila

Cheryl Donovan

Wild Flower My Way 
Projection, Honorable Mention 

Vince Vartorella 



 
 

Pg. 20 

Girl in Window 
People, First Place 

Barn Owl 
Nature, Non-strict, Second Place 

Sonya YostSharon Doyle

Coming Storm 
Pictorial, First Place 

Jim Frazer 
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Cuyahoga Valley Photographic Society 
 
On March 19, the Cuyahoga Valley Photographic Society will present a program entitled “Big Sky Country” by 
David Dvorak. Dvorak approaches photography as a naturalist and ecologist. The program will focus on different 
ecosystems and habitats of Montana. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Visit their site at: www.cvps.org  
 

Birds of Prey Exhibit 
 
Several CPS members have images displayed at the Cleveland Metroparks Rocky River Nature Center. Images 
can be viewed during normal Nature Center hours from January 15 through February 16. 

 
Brecksville Center for the Arts 
 
The work of CPS members, who reside in Brecksville, will be featured at an exhibition at the Brecksville Center 
for the Arts in January. Members who are exhibiting are Arlan Heiser, Bill Rittman, Brian O'Riordan, Carol 
Sahley, Neil Evans and Rob Erick. Exhibition hours are 9:30 – 4:30 weekdays and runs through January 31. 
The Brecksville Center for the Arts is located at 8997 Highland Drive. 

 
Photo Contests 
 
Check out the 2009 Life on Lake Erie Photo Contest. Photos must be of Lake Erie Watershed and taken 
between July 9, 2008 and July 12, 2009. You can download PDF version of rules and entry form.  
www.Lakeerie.ohio.gov/coastweeks/lifeonlakeeriephotocontest.aspx 
 
Firelands Association for the Visual Arts (FAVA) is having their 29th Annual Six State Photography Show from 
March 1 to April 10, 2009. This show has consistently won praise for its high-quality regional photography. 
FAVA is located in Oberlin, Ohio. For entry and all other information go to their site: www.favagallery.org  
 
Barb Pennington’s photo mentioned earlier in this issue went into a calendar called Graying Muzzles Calendar 
and Photo Contest. Find it at: www.sanctuaryforseniordogs.org 
 
Ashtabula County has a Covered Bridges Festival and calendar contest. Go to: 
www.coveredbridgefestival.org 
 
Another interesting contest is Best of Photojournalism 2009. It is a contest designed by Photojournalists for 
Photojournalists. Visit: http://bop.nppa.org/2009/ 
 
Lots of other possibilities for Ohio contests if you Google: Ohio photography contests 2009. 
 
 
 

Of Interest to Photographers 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Kenny's Glassworks 
Ron Wilson  
   
CPS has purchased glass from Kenny for our framed photos for club exhibits. He has graciously provided other 
benefits such as sanding the edges of the glass and washing the glass for us. What a great help that has been! 
We continue to order glass from Kenny. Also, he has made donations to our photo auction. If you find that you 
are in need of glass for any reason, please think of Kenny when deciding where to buy. He's been a friend to 
CPS. 
 
Kenny's Glassworks is located in Bath, Ohio. He can be reached at 330–659–4377. 

 
Eddie’s Pizzeria Cerino 
 
January 8 saw the debut of a new and delicious addition to the local restaurant scene when Eddie’s Pizzeria 
Cerino opened its doors for the very first time! Owned by CPS Board member Elisha Cerino and her husband 
Eddie, the restaurant offers comfort food in a family-friendly atmosphere certain to make anyone who walks in 
the door feel instantly at home. 
 
But in addition to wonderful food, friendly service and reasonable prices, the restaurant offers a special feature 
that sets it apart from any ordinary eatery—a wall featuring framed photographs of CPS members, hung and lit 
in museum-quality fashion! 
 
From the earliest days of the design, Elisha decided that the restaurant would feature CPS photographs both as 
a way to create a memorable impression on diners and to showcase the work of club members. The initial 
display includes the CPS Images of the Year for the 2006-2007 club years, as well as a few other selected 
images. Future displays will showcase winners in the various competition categories and will change every two 
months to ensure that there will always be a steady supply of new visuals to greet frequent customers.  
 
CPS wishes to offer our sincere thanks to Eddie and Elisha for their generosity in showcasing our work—and we 
wish them success in their new business venture. Eddie’s Pizzeria Cerino is located at 7305 Broadview Road in 
Seven Hills. For menu information, operating hours (and some great food photography by Elisha!), visit 
http://pizzeriacerino.com  

Miscellaneous 
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Elisha Cerino Rob Erick Joe Polevoi
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Club Information 

The Cleveland Photographic Society 
CPS has operated continuously since 1887, making it one of the oldest camera clubs in the country. The 
organization currently has nearly 250 members and is one of the few anywhere to have its own permanent 
clubroom. The objectives of the society are to promote and advance the understanding, passion and joy of 
photography by providing opportunities for education, skill development, picture-taking, competition, critique and 
fellowship. We meet almost every Friday evening and our meetings are always open to visitors and guests—we 
invite you to visit us! Our clubroom is located on the City of Broadview Heights campus. The clubroom opens at 
7:30 p.m. and meetings begin at 8:00 p.m. Visit our website for directions, maps and further information: 
www.clevelandphoto.org  
 

CPS Competitions 
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only members 
can enter images for competition, but all are invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature, People, 
Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three competitions per category are held throughout the year. In 
addition, four Projection competitions are held, displaying projected digital images and 35-mm. slides. The 
category for Projection competitions is Pictorial (open).  
 
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice nights are held throughout the year. These are 
informal, unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition 
Rules and Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be found on the Competition page of our 
website. 

 
CPS Membership 
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples are $81.00; Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00. A downloadable application form and more details can 
be found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org  
 
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one of the most dynamic, active and friendliest camera clubs 
in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are our primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter your 
skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of activities that will enhance your skills—and you’ll have FUN 
along the way! 
 

Club Calendar 
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained at www.clevelandphoto.org 
 

Save the Date! 2009 Annual Banquet and Year-End Awards 
Mark your calendars! Please join us at the DoubleTree Hotel in Independence, Ohio, on May 9 at 6 p.m. for CPS’ 
Annual Banquet and Year-End Awards. A spacious room has been reserved for us and the menu will be decided 
on in the next few weeks. Watch the CPS website for all the details. 
 

Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and advance 
the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities for education, 
skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship. 


