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From the Editor’s Desk

Although it is months away, our Club’s 125th Anniversary is very much present 
in the minds of those dedicated committee members. They are working 

diligently to make this anniversary special. As you will read on other pages 
of the DD, there are many events already scheduled and some are still in the 
planning stages. They will make the year 2012 a year to remember. We want 
the photographic world to know all about us. Dave Brooks and his wonderful 
committee are sure to make that happen. 

This is a lot of what our club is about. When work needs to be done for 
exhibits, plans to be made for field trips, speakers to be chosen, hospitality, 
and everything else, CPS members step up to the challenge. We get things 
accomplished and we are not afraid of difficulties that may arise. We can be 
ready for anything. This is also a way for newcomers to get involved in the club 
and make new friends along the way. All this in addition to being busy with our 
own photo shoots and preparing for competitions, etc.

We can look at other photo clubs around the country and compare them to ours.  
We seem to be an extremely energetic club in comparison. Our growth alone 
speaks to that. This energy is evident not only in the attendance at competitions 
but in all of what this club does.

Let’s keep this energy going throughout our anniversary year in 2012!
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Are you a member of the Photographic 
Society of America (PSA)? A number 
of CPS members have joined and 
found it worthwhile. PSA is a worldwide, 
interactive organization for the serious 
amateur and professional photographer 
or anyone interested in photography. 
They offer a monthly magazine, photo 
competitions, and study groups via mail 
and on the internet. They hold an annual 
conference in different locales. Their 
website is http://psa-photo.org/. Check 
them out on the web and learn more 
about PSA.

Two books recently published 
may be of interest to our 
members. The first one is 
Digital Photography Lighting 
for Dummies, by Dirk Fletcher. 
This could help with your lighting 
technique and improve the quality 
of your photos. The second one is 
Digital Photography Composition 
for Dummies, by Tom Clark. This 
book is designed for the emerging 
photographer and teaches the 
techniques used by skilled and 
successful photographers.
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President’s Message

patterns in the snow. Shadows of trees against stark white 
carpets everywhere. A creek frozen in time possessed 
small pockets of magnificent ice crystal patterns. Just 
standing still, in one place, I could have filled my memory 
card. There was so much to see. Just because I was 
there. Several hours later, completely oblivious to how far 
I ventured, I headed back to the car. What a day! 

This article isn’t about this venture or me. It’s about 
listening to someone else about what could be out 
there when our intuition tells us otherwise. Since then, I 
have partnered up each winter with a few members and 
captured some spectacular shots. You won’t find them 
from the couch. Get out there this winter. They won’t 
come to you!

Sincerely,

‘Tis The Season – To Shoot Outdoors

By the time this Summer edition of the Darkroom Door 
is published, we will probably be into our typical 

Cleveland winter weather. November and December 
often gift us with some great days to be outside, to enjoy 
the last colors and remnants of autumn. We had some 
great field trips during this time and, as I recall, only one 
was interrupted with rain and high wind. Some newer 
members took us to several different and exciting places. 
Refreshing to have new places to shoot and explore. 
Thanks to all.

Soon we will be approaching the season that typically 
pushes us inside. Ahead are the days of endless 
snowstorms. Winds that cut like a razor. Grey skies that 
seem to last forever and cast a dismal outlook to every 
day. This recipe makes us all want to hunker down in a 
warm home or studio and practice our tabletop skills. 
It shouldn’t. We should be outside! Not too far ahead 
are some of the best days nature awards us. A very 
distinguished member told me a few years back that on 
the worst days of the winter, he grabs his gear and heads 
out to challenge his skills to capture what’s happening. I 
thought he was nuts! What possibly could be out………. 
there? 

Thinking about that conversation one morning last winter, 
from inside my comfortable home, I made the decision 
to venture out. Certainly I prepared for the day, as we all 
should. I drove a couple miles to a metro park nearby. 
With gear ready and body protected I walked down a trail 
into the woods. Amazing how quiet it was. I started seeing 

Save the Date
for the

Social Event of the Year!
125th Anniversary 
Gala and Banquet

Saturday, May 19, 2012

  Rick Wetterau
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Selection of People Competition Winners

Vintage Year                                              Katie Auble 
People Posed – Second Place

Inserted throughout this issue: Selection of 
CPS Competition winners. Complete standings 
available at www.clevelandphoto.org

The Custard Lady                                                          Cheryl Martin
People Posed – Honorable Mention

Climbing                                                        Sue Ramdin 
People Candid – First Place
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Little Lady                                      Charmane Lucsik
People Posed – Third Place

Selection of People Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be 
found on the CPS website, www.
clevelandphoto.org. This includes every 
competition and gives photographers’ 
names, photo titles, and points earned.

Makin’ a Living                                                                                Don Keller
People Candid – Second Place
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CPS Community Service

Community Service
Jim Frazer, Community Service Chairman

The July through September period was busy for Community Service. We worked 20 events over this period for nine local 
nonprofit organizations. To top the period off, CPS received its second award for its Community Service Program. After 
hearing about the award we received, the Santa Barbara Camera Club contacted us asking for help setting up a Community 
Service Program like ours. Thank you, volunteers! It is you who makes this program work.

Here are some of the events we covered in this period.

Vicki Wert

John King

The Greater Cleveland Upside of Downs held its annual 
Buddy Walk on August 22nd at Progressive Field. The 
event was a resounding success, with nearly 4,000 people 
attending and the funds raised exceeded last year’s. John 
King and Vicki Wert photographed the festivities.

The Friendship Circle held its 
fundraiser on September 4th. It has 
been a special year for them because 
they were able to purchase a building 
in Pepper Pike. This will enable them 
to continue to link teenagers with 
special needs children. Teenagers 
learn the value of giving while 
integrating children with special needs 
into the community. Volunteer Karen 
Warkany took this picture during 
Friendship’s My Walk for Friends.                                                                                                      
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Community 
Service
Continued

College Now, formerly the Cleveland Scholarship Program, held its 
“Celebration of Excellence” at John Hay High School on June 21st. This event 
recognizes their first-time scholarship recipients. Following this event, the 
Jimmy Malone Golf Classic was held on July 11th. The majority of the funds 
from the Golf Classic raised are for the Scholarship Program. Katie Auble 
photographed the scholarship recipients at the Golf Classic.  

United Way held its annual 
Campaign Kick-off and Pancake 
Flip on September 1st. A variety 
of volunteers and dignitaries 
prepared pancakes for people on 
their way to work. United Parcel 
Service workers were on hand to 
distribute United Way Campaign 
materials. Music was provided 
by a group playing trash cans! 
When the campaign goal was 
announced, Ron Werman was 
there to photograph the event.     

Hands On Northeast Ohio held 
a Flag Memorial at Great Lakes 
Science Center on September 
9th. Their volunteers set up a 
display of 3,000 flags, which 
represented those who died on 
9/11. This touching event was 
photographed by Vicki and 
Dennis Wert.                                                                                                       
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners

Grazing Horses                                          Karin Krugman
Pictorial Black and White – First Place

Crested Caracara                                   Harry Kaulfersch
Pictorial Color – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.
clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives 
photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Cockatoo                                                                     Mary Rynes
Pictorial Color – Second Place
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Monochrome Beauty                                                       Debra Rozin
Pictorial Black and White – First Place

Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners
Continued

Going Up                                  Preston Hewis 
Pictorial Black and White – Honorable Mention

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.
org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, 
and points earned.

Pink Gerbera                                                                     Paul Shinkovich 
Pictorial Color – Third Place
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Of Interest

CPS at North Chagrin Nature Center
Dan Kozminski

The CPS Nature Exhibit opened at the North Chagrin 
Nature Center, on June 1st and ran through June 30th. The 
opening reception was held on June 5th and was attended 
by around 30 CPS members and guests. Over 203 images 
were submitted for judging, with 45 being selected for the 
show, which represented the work of 26 members. Thanks 
to all the volunteers who helped get the exhibit up. The 
Nature Center is located in the North Chagrin Reservation, 
off Rt. 91, SOM Center Rd. 

Looking ahead to 2012:
CPS will open an exhibit at the Cleveland Public Library on 
Saturday, January 14th, 2:00 p.m. in the Louis Stokes Wing 
Auditorium. There will be 40 images on display. The show 
runs till the end of March.
On the following day, Sunday, January 15th, CPS will open 
an exhibit at the Cleveland Institute of Music at 1:30 p.m. 
This exhibit will have 60 images on display and will be up 
till the end of May.

Clam Bake Always a Hit
Steve Lucsik

On a Sunday afternoon early in the fall, a group of CPS 
members gathered at the Redwing Pavilion in the Cleveland 
Metroparks for its third annual Clam Bake. A few folks 
walked around the lake searching for neat nature images, as 
well as working up an appetite. Some impromptu lessons in 
photographic techniques evolved as well.

Meanwhile back at the cabin, the kitchen volunteers were 
setting up tables, while people sat by the fireplace and 
sipped hot clam broth. The pavilion provided warm and 
cozy protection from the worsening weather conditions. But 
neither wind nor rain, nor gloom of fall’s cloudy skies, could 
keep Dan and Taylor LeHoty along with Joe Vanecek from 
cooking the clams and all the fixin’s. Rica Simon took a first 
place for her Pineapple Turnover desert.

All in all, despite the inclement weather, it was a good time, 
lots of fun with great friends.

Cooking Up a Storm, Joe Vanecek and Dan LeHoty                                                          
Photo by Rob Erick

Highlights of Plans for 125th Celebration
Dave Brooks

The kickoff of the year’s festivities will be a potluck dinner on 
Friday, January 27th. That will be a celebration of January 
25th, the actual date CPS was started 125 years ago.
There will be a time capsule for which a vessel has been 
chosen, to be opened in 2087. Much discussion has 
ensued on where to keep it and what the contents will be.  
Souvenir items will be available for sale starting in 
November/December. Among the items are: ball caps, polo 
shirts, water bottles, pins, travel mugs, stickers, and patches. 
Plans are to have proclamations from various public 
officials in honor of our anniversary.
Two inter-club photo competitions are in the works. Details 
are to be finalized with the Cincinnati Camera Club in the 
spring and the Western Reserve Photographic Society in 
the fall.
CPS photo exhibits will be held during the year honoring 
our anniversary at the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
Cleveland Public Library, and Cleveland Hopkins Airport.
A video montage about CPS is underway, to be shown at 
the 125th Anniversary Banquet in May 2012. Two senior 
students from Cuyahoga Valley Career Center are directing 
this project.
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Field Trips

Playhouse Square – Behind the Stage, Fun and Entertainment

Story and photos by  
Bel Martins-Vaccaro

Fan as I am of Playhouse Square since 
I moved to Cleveland, I have had many 
evenings of fun and entertainment at 
these theaters. Spectacles such as a 
Broadway show, musicals, comedies, 
and much more, gives pleasure to  
both the eyes and soul. The fascinating 
architecture of the theaters catches 
everyones’ eye. 

Theaters have a sort of magic and 
mystery that mesmerize us “common” 
citizens. CPS members experienced 
delightful moments this day, as they 
photographed the beauty of the Palace 
and State Theaters. These are the 
main buildings of Playhouse Square, 
one of the treasures of Cleveland. 

I had missed the previous dates, but 
finally made it this time. The success 
of these field trips is proven by the 
attendance of its members, always in 
big numbers, time after time. We thank 
Bob Boyle who organized and led this 
treasured afternoon of shooting.

Ah, I just tried my new fish-eye Nikon 
lens and I’m doubly delighted. Here 
are a few photos of this shoot. The 

saturated colors were preserved to 
show the richness of the buildings  
and décor.
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Field Trips Continued

Good Morning CPS                                                 Steve Lucsik Vic & Ray                                               Steve Lucsik

Miniature Train Museum Visit

CPS Summer Fun

Rodeo Action Excitement
Paul Rampe

The Buckin’ Ohio Rodeo was a good photo op for me. I like action and shooting in a photojournalistic style. However, lighting 
conditions were tough because the bull riding didn’t start until the evening, somewhere between dim and dark. Since I am 
barely able to use Photoshop, I feel a competitive disadvantage with other CPS members. The rodeo was an exciting, fun-
filled family event, with lots of good photo possibilities. Having fallen off a horse and broken ribs myself, I can appreciate the 
risks the riders take.  
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Play Ball!
Story and photo by Felicia Matras

On a very hot, sunny Sunday 
afternoon in July, the Lake County 
Captains baseball team played the 
Cedar Rapids Kernels at Classic 
Stadium in Eastlake. About a dozen 
or so CPS members settled in along 
the third-base line. This gave them the 
advantage of an “in your face” location 
to go after those great photo ops. A lot 
of clicking, along with yummy hot dogs 
and cold beverages rounded out a 
“picture perfect” afternoon. 

Terminal Tower Night Shoot                                                               Clayton Rung

Field Trips Continued

CPS Summer Fun
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Veterans’ Memorial Bridge Subway Tour                                           Doug Hupfer

Civil War Reinactment, Brecksville                                                                                                                      Carol Sahley

Field Trips Continued

CPS Summer Fun
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.org. 
This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and 
points earned.

Grand Tetons at Oxbow                                                             Thomas Knapp
Projection Color – Second Place

Sun Rays in the Valley                                                                  Jerry Jelinek
Projection Black and White – First Place
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be 
found on the CPS website, www.
clevelandphoto.org. This includes every 
competition and gives photographers’ 
names, photo titles, and points earned.

Art Gazers                                                              Ronald Czarnecki
Projection Color – Honorable Mention

Sleeping Like a Baby             Melissa Thomas
Projection Color – Honorable Mention

Mittens Monument Valley                                                               Doug Bacso
Projection Color – Second Place



17

Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.clevelandphoto.
org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ names, photo 
titles, and points earned.

Car Study 8                                                                       Gerard Hilinski
Projection Color – Honorable Mention

The Serpent                                                   Shirley DeWitte
Projection Color – Third Place

Summer Sisters                                       Brooke Immel
Projection Color – Honorable Mention
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Member News and Recognition

Doug Waltman conducted a 
presentation on Ski Photography 
to the NASA-Glen Ski Club in early 
October. This took place at the 
100th Bomb Group restaurant for an 
audience of about 40. He showed a 
number of skiing photographs he’d 
taken over past decades, using them 
to point out what to do and what not 
to do when doing ski photography. He 
took the opportunity to plug CPS and 
its classes, as well. In turn, Doug was 
given an honorary membership in the 
Ski Club. 

e•f
Shelly Hansel had a number of 
photos in an Art Exhibit at Cleveland 
Hopkins Airport. Her favorite thing is 
to shoot Cleveland and those were 
the pics chosen for the exhibit. She 
will be showing again in the exhibit 
that will run from November 2011 
through January 2012. She says, “It’s 
like a dream come true to have my 
Cleveland shots hanging at the airport 
that is visited by 26,000 people every 
day.”

e•f
Sharon Doyle also reported that she 
had three images in an Art Exhibit at 
Cleveland Hopkins Airport. The exhibit 
ran from Aug. 1 through Oct. 31. One 
of her photos was sold.

e•f
Greg Murray reports that he, too, 
will have six photos in the November 
2011 through January 2012 exhibit at 
Cleveland Hopkins Airport. He also 
won the Grand Prize in the Downtown 
Cleveland Alliance Photo Challenge 
in August. Greg will be the featured 
artist at the Flying Monkey Pub for the 
November Tremont ArtWalk. 

e•f
At Kendall in Oberlin, Maria Kaiser 
currently has an exhibit of her artwork, 
etchings and woodcuts. They will hang 
through the third week of December. 

White Dock, Third Place Nature (Joseph Saxton Gallery)   John Opalko

In late November, another artist and 
she will give a demonstration in late 
November, of how they etch, print 
woodcuts and silkscreen. Maria, 
along with several other artists, was 
in the Beauty and Reason show at the 
Humphrey Atrium Gallery at University 
Hospital during the summer.

e•f
A newer member of CPS and a 
beginner photographer, Bonnie 
Bobrowski, was excited to take a 
First-Place ribbon with a funny picture 
of her dogs at the Geauga County Fair 
in August. She says the CPS classes 
have been great for her as she 
pursues her love of photography.

e•f
While staying in Twin Falls, Idaho, 
Michael Rankin entered the Twin 
Falls County Fair Photography 
Competition. His photo was in the pro 
color miscellaneous class and won a 
First-Place ribbon and a cash prize. 
He was also a featured photographer, 
displaying a number of his photos at 
the Art Guild of Magic Valley (Twin 
Falls) for the month of August.

e•f

The Joseph Saxton Gallery Canton 
Luminaries Competition in September 
had several CPS members taking 
awards as follows:
Susan Onysko – Second In Show, 
Portfolio Competition, 10-print 
portfolio
Ryn Clark - Third In Show, Portfolio 
Competition, 10-print portfolio
John Opalko - Third Place, Nature
John Earl Brown - Second 
Place, Documentary, Third Place, 
Documentary, and Second Place, Fine 
Arts

e•f
Photographer’s Forum magazine 
publishes an annual book “The Best 
of Photography” each year. Both John 
Opalko and John Earl Brown were 
chosen to be in this year’s book, to 
be published in December by Serbin 
Communications.
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Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and 
advance the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.

Club Information

The Cleveland Photographic Society

CPS has operated continuously since 
1887, making us one of the oldest camera 
clubs in North America. The organization 
currently has more than 400 members 
and is one of the few anywhere to have its 
own permanent clubroom. The objectives 
of the society are to promote and advance 
the understanding, passion and joy of 
photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture 
taking, competition, critique, and 
fellowship. We meet almost every Friday 
evening and our meetings are always open 
to visitors and guests—we invite you to 
visit us! Our clubroom is located on the 
City of Broadview Heights campus. The 
clubroom opens at 7:30 p.m. Visit our 
website for directions, maps, and further 
information: www.clevelandphoto.org 

CPS Competitions
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of 
our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only 
members can enter images for competition, but all are 
invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature, 
People, Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three 
competitions per category are held throughout the year. In 
addition, four Projection competitions are held, displaying 
projected digital images. The category for Projection 
competitions is Pictorial (open). 
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice 
Nights are held throughout the year. These are informal, 
unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as 
Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition Rules and 
Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be 
found on the Competition page of our website.

CPS Membership
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples 
are $81.00; Family (couple plus one or more children) 
is $117.00; Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00. 
A downloadable application form and more details can be 
found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org 
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one 
of the most dynamic, active, and friendliest camera clubs 
in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are 
our primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter 
your skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of 
activities that will enhance your skills—and you’ll have FUN 
along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained 
at www.clevelandphoto.org


