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From the Editor’s Desk

We are in Florida as I write this message to you. Believe me when I say how 
happy Joe and I are to be here, and so sorry that all of you can’t get away 

from Cleveland’s nasty, snowy days.  

Joe and I have attended a couple of 
photo club meetings in the area. I have 
to say our CPS meetings are much more 
educational, entertaining and friendly. As 
with so many clubs, they are hampered 
by meeting in locations that only allow 
a limited time for meetings, restricting 
their ability to compare notes, socialize, 
as well as cutting into time for programs. 
We forget how fortunate we are that we 
have our own clubroom and don’t have to 
gather up our stuff and rush out because 
our time is up. I know our meetings often 
go way too late and some folks have to 
leave early. But, even so, we still give a 
speaker or program sufficient time to be 
more thorough. Having our own room, I 
believe, has contributed to the success of 
our club in many ways. The option to get 
there early, meet some new members, 
greet old friends, offer help to our different committees and have a snack and 
coffee, certainly adds to the whole club experience.  

In addition, we are able to present more week night opportunities for furthering 
our photographic education, as seen by the all the programs offered. We 
have had lighting help nights, how to do table settings for still life, portraiture 
assistance, model photography, composition, open photo comments nights, to 
mention a few. This offers as well, a central place to hold committee meetings.  

All of this has helped us to grow into the club that we are now. We are thriving 
and learning to deal with all the good and challenging things that come with 
success. As you’ll read elsewhere in this issue, in 2012 we will be celebrating 
our 125th year in existence, a rare milestone in photography clubs. We have also 
become nationally known for our work in Community Service, which we read 
about in every issue of the Darkroom Door. More and more non-profit groups are 
seeking our photographic expertise. It’s my belief that having our own clubroom 
has been the secret behind much of our success. 
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Having now completed eight issues 
as editor of the Darkroom Door, I 
just want to comment on the quality 
of the photos that I look at for 
every issue. I continually see the 
improvement of various members as 
they take part in competitions. They 
may first get an HM in a competition 
which I see. But then a competition 
or two later, their names pop up 
again, only this time they have 
garnered a 3rd, 2nd and often a 1st.  
It is fun for me to see the growth 
these members have achieved. 
Certainly, CPS has played a part 
in this and can take some credit for 
their progress. 
Keep up the good work all you 
photographers out there! 
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President’s Message

I know that everyone has heard that we are starting our 
125th year as a photo club and that there are all types of 
special events and functions that are being planned to 
take place during the year. Well it is true; we are in fact 
planning for some really neat stuff. All of which is not ready 
for prime-time announcement, but I can tell you that we 
are going to need a lot of help to pull some of this stuff off, 
so… If you’re so inclined to help we would love to have you. 
Please let Dave Brooks our 125th chairperson know that 
you would like to help and he will get you connected with 
the correct group of people that are working on specific 
events.

There is stuff within the club that many do not think about. 
Perhaps being a board member or helping out in some less 
visible way, such as helping with hospitality committee, the 
storeroom, the treasury, setting up for a photo competition, 
or cleaning up after a meeting. There is always plenty of 
one-time “how can I help” stuff to do if you will only ask. 
This is only a part of that stuff that needs to be done.

So, with all the stuff that needs to be done, please ask or 
offer and we will be more than grateful to accept your stuff 
of time and energy. No matter how large or small.

Respectfully,

Save the Date
for the

Social Event of the Year!
CPS Year-End Banquet
Saturday, May 21, 5:30 pm.

at the
Hilton Cleveland East / Beachwood
3663 Park East Drive, Beachwood, Ohio 

This quarter, I decided to make my message about stuff. 
You know the things that we know, hear about or want to 
know about. I felt that sometimes the best message might 
be the non-message. Everyone knows the big things about 
the club. But, what about the little stuff that make the club 
work? You know, all of that behind-the-scenes stuff that 
happens just so that all you have to do is show up and 
enjoy!

We are a club of nearly 400 members, which is great, but 
it causes some concerns and issues as we grow. The 
biggest of those is finding enough individuals to make it all 
work. Here it is again, it’s not all the major things to take 
care of, it’s all of that little stuff that needs to be done that 
we need help with. It is easy to say that we are members of 
an exciting and vibrant photo club, but it does not happen 
by magic, there is planning and execution that go into it to 
make it happen.

Spring is coming and with that we will have many things 
that spring up in our lives. If you look at the calendar 
for this winter, I think that you will agree that we have 
attempted to give you, the members, a wide variety 
of activities and field trips to choose from again. We 
are always looking for new and exciting ideas ways to 
expand your educational and improve your membership 
experience. So, as those thoughts spring to life in your 
mind, contact us and share those thoughts of educational 
topics you would like to see presented or field trips you 
think might be of interest to you and others.
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Club Events

It’s coming!
Dave Brooks

It’s amazing how time flies! We were talking last year at one 
of the Board meetings that we need to start thinking about 
and preparing for our 125th because it will be here before 
you know it. Well, here it is already the middle of February 
as I write this article and I wonder where the time has gone!! 

We have made significant progress on making our 125th a 
reality in 2012 but we still have plenty of work to do. Thirty 
members have offered to help out in some way on this 
adventure which is terrific!! 

Our next planning meeting is on February 28 and here’s an 
update on what has transpired so far:

Joe Polevoi and Jim Kunkel have graciously volunteered • 
their time to design the first poster about the 125th, 
which is already hanging on the clubroom wall. 

Thanks to Ron Wilson, Joanne Damian and Debbie • 
DiCarlo, we are in the process of setting up a marketing 
planning timeline for the 125th to make sure everything 
we want to accomplish is done on time. 

One thing that has already been put in the books, thanks • 
to Barb Pennington, is the 2012 Year-end Banquet 
(when we will officially celebrate being 125 years old), 
which has been already booked at the Crown Plaza in 
Independence on Saturday, May 19, 2012.

John MacKenzie and his gang are putting together a • 
contest to design a special patch for the 125th open to 
members only. That will be launched at our 2011 Year-
end party. Members will have some time to come up 
with their designs and the winning patch design, picked 
by John’s Committee, will win a very nice prize, yet to be 
determined. I know what you’re thinking! No, the prize will 
not be something from Maria’s basement; it will not be 
Marcia’s beloved yellow pants from the Christmas Party 
or a unique hat from the Barb Pennington collection!! This 
patch will be put on our CPS hats, etc., for the 2012 year 
as well as the invitations to the 125th year-end party, our 
banners as well as our new 125-year book that will take 
the place of our current 100-year book. 

Joanne Damian and Karin Krugman are working on • 
the time capsule that will be displayed somewhere in 
our clubroom in 2012. Joanne has already sent me a 
preliminary list of excellent ideas of things to go in the 

Anniversary Poster: Design by Joe Polevoi and printed by 
Jim Kunkel.

time capsule. Final decision on that, and exactly what 
the capsule will look like, are still being discussed. So, if 
anyone has any suggestions, see Joanne or Karin. One 
idea that has been tossed out there as something unique 
to put in the capsule is a picture of all the members in 
front of our clubhouse. I think is an excellent idea. It 
sounds like a daunting task but I’m an optimist and I 
think it can be done!! Who’s with me?!!

This next project came as a direct result of a member • 
stepping forward with an terrific idea and we are running 
with it. This came from none other than The Professor, 
Ron Wilson. Ron suggested putting up banners 
inside and outside the clubhouse saying that CPS is 
celebrating our 125th. It turns out that Dan Le Hoty’s 
sister actually makes these types of banners and has 
told us that she will do them for us. So, please everyone, 
I am very open to hearing new ideas!!!
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with a U.S. club outside Northeast Ohio. If the interest is 
generated, then we have to determine if it will be feasible 
to somehow squeeze these special competitions in our 
2012 competition schedule.  

One of my goals over the next few months will not only be 
to get rolling on updating the 100-year book to make it the 
125-year book, which Troy Vodila, Hubert Ho and Carol 
Kuegeler have volunteered to help me with, but to step up 
the fundraising so we can make the 125th a year our nearly 
400 members will never forget!! We are already off to a 
nice start on fundraising thanks to Joanne Damian doing 
our first 50/50 raffle during our Christmas Party and Dave 
Busch for donating his 50% to the 125th coffers. From that 
one raffle, we raised over $400!! Thanks to everyone for 
the nice start!! 

If anyone would like to help me with the 125-year book 
or fundraising, even tossing me some fundraising ideas, 
please let me know. I not only would like to have some 
really nice prizes for our contests but would like to see the 
member’s cost to the 2012 Year-end party be as minimal 
as possible so everyone can enjoy the festivities!!

Rob Erick’s Photo Scavenger Hunt is moving ahead • 
slowly but very surely! Maria Kaiser, Rob and I have 
been busy the last several months taking photos of 
anything and everything downtown that could be 
potentially part of this Hunt in 2012. We will probably end 
up with around 1000 images or more, and then the three 
of us will narrow it down to 125 images for members to 
find in 2012. Most of the images will be fairly easy to 
find, some of them harder still, and then a few images 
out of the 125 may take some time to find and will not 
be for the faint of heart. Members can do this hunt by 
themselves, as a couple or as a group and the winners 
will end up getting a nice award, yet to be determined. 
The comments made above regarding the award for the 
Patch also apply here too! 

In terms of other events, Dan Kozminski is working • 
diligently as usual on special exhibits for 2012. He has 
also volunteered to see if a club from Europe or Asia 
may be interested in having a photo competition with 
CPS during 2012. And thanks to Karin Krugman, we are 
also looking at the possibility of having a competition 

CPS Whoops It Up Again
Marcia Polevoi

This year’s Holiday Party was just as much fun as 
the past parties have been. Our wonderful Hospitality 
Committee, headed by Barb Pennington, came up with 
an excellent set-up for all the food being served. This 
allowed ample room for everyone to move around and 
have easy access to the food. And the food was, as 
usual, plentiful and extremely tasty. The loaded tables 
were filled with appetizers, soups, main dishes, sides, 
and, of course, the supreme desserts. About a hundred 
members and guests enjoyed the feast.

Once again, Ron Wilson presided over the annual 
“Robber’s Exchange,” which was highly anticipated. The 
gifts ran the gamut from good wines to outdated camera 
equipment and many of these gifts had several owners 
before the night was over. The notorious “Yellow Pants” 
made their appearance once more, but went safely 
back to their sanctuary at the Polevoi home. Will they 
reappear next year? Be sure to be there in 2011 to find 
out at one of CPS’s most popular events.

Joe Polevoi
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Selection of Creative Competition Winners

Zero Gravity                                                           Doug Waltman
Creative through the Lens – Second Place

Skull                                                         Sonya Yost 
Creative through Processing – Third Place

Inserted throughout this issue: Selection of CPS Competition winners. 
Complete standings available at www.clevelandphoto.org

Vegas Night Panorama                                                                                                                  Zack Bright
Creative through the Lens – Third Place
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Parabola                                                       Susan Ramdin 
Creative through Processing – Third Place

Car with Attitude                                           Mawele Shamaila
Creative through Processing – Honorable Mention

Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Stop Yelling at Me                                          Grace Jones
Creative through the Lens – Second Place
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CPS Community Service

CPS volunteers were present at the • Alzheimer’s 
Memory Walk, held on October 3, to document this 
event for the organization. The teams of walkers 
helped raise funds for research on Alzheimer’s 
disease. The walkers ended the event at the Atrium 
at Tower City, where they were thanked by several 
speakers.
The Cleveland Housing Network, Famicos • 
Foundation, Connect Your Community and 
Esperanza and others, have refurbished more 
than 200 computers. Through their efforts, 
these computers were distributed to low-income 
households. CPS was present at the distribution  
to give them a photographic record of this project.

First Grader Steps Out for Diabetes                    Jim Frazer

Once again, CPS was at • John Marshall High 
School in October. Dr. Mehmet Oz spoke to a packed 
auditorium of students about making good and bad 
choices for their health. John Marshal High School is 
one of 40+ high schools across the country partaking 
in Dr. Oz’s newly established HealthCorps program. 
This program incorporates a full-time college graduate 
who mentors students about how to make good 
decisions and to live a healthier lifestyle.

Boogie Night with Troy Vodila and Doug Waltman

Volunteer Activities
Jim Frazer

The American Diabetes Association (ADA) held its 
Step Out Awards event on December 15.  CPS was 
presented an award for our community service work as 
well as for our being a sponsor. Jim Frazer accepted the 
award on behalf of CPS.
The ADA also held their 2010 Step Out event on 
October 2. In the center of the photo above is a young 
girl who has diabetes. She was chosen to lead the walk.  
The walkers, who all have diabetes, wore red hats to 
identify them as “Red Stryders.” 

e•f
Community Service Volunteers Troy Vodila and Doug • 
Waltman were at the MOTTEP “Boogie Night” fund 
raiser. MOTTEP, which stands for Minority, Organ, 
Transplant and Tissue Education Program, works 
to educate adults and students about being an organ 
donor.
Maria Kaiser headed to Tri-C East to photograph • 
the Kidney Foundation’s Teen Summit. Students 
from five local high schools attended a variety of 
classes, which provided comprehensive education and 
information regarding positive lifestyle choices and 
risk factors contributing to chronic illness. A portion 
of the program promotes personal responsibility for a 
healthy lifestyle. MOTTEP (see above) also took part 
in this event.
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Selection of Nature Competition Winners

Christmas Red                                             Joy Spondike
Nature – First Place

Morning Rays on the Cuyahoga                     Dave Kibler  
Nature – First Place

Cedar Waxwing                     Mark Thornton
Nature – Third Place

Storm Brewing                                 Elisha Cerino
Nature – Second Place
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Little Girl                                                          Debbie DiCarlo
Nature – Third Place

Selection of Nature Competition Winners
Continued

Profile of a Gorilla                              Sue Curtis 
Nature – First Place

Fallen Tree in Yosemite                                                                     Lisa Kibler
Nature – Third Place
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Of Interest

Table Top Expression
Photos and Story by Arlan Heiser
In late November, CPS held the first of 
several Tuesday evening programs on 
the subject of table top photography.   
Winter in northern Ohio can be difficult 
for outdoor photography. So, the 
suggestion for the meeting was that 
we could continue to enjoy our hobby 
indoors without digging through snow 
piles or kneeling down in ice or slush.  
About 80 people came out to attend 
the program.  
I included a Power Point session 
of photos emphasizing the ideas 
expressed in the materials. The first 
three pictures demonstrated ways to 
make photos using interesting effects.  
Picture #1 was just of two forks with 
the tines entwined to demonstrate 

that table top photos can be of any 
mundane subject and be dramatic.  
Photo #2 was a picture of a water 
drop that was very colorful and the 
3rd photo was a black-and-white 
shot of an ordinary pin cushion. The 
water drop demonstrated the use 
of vivid colors and the pin cushion 
was photographed from an unusual 
angle – three different ways to make a 
statement.
The program next showed a view of 
my basement “studio” for table top 
shooting. The table top was actually 
a piece of plywood on a pair of saw 
horses. Backgrounds available were 
a roll of white paper and a large black 
piece of cloth, either of which can be 

easily brought in behind a 
subject on the table. The 
last part of the program 
was a demonstration of 
equipment used in table 
top photography: flash 
units, close-up lens and 
adjustable clamps for 
holding reflectors or gobos. 
I devoted a major portion 
of the session about the 
use and control of lighting, 
both incandescent lights 
and flash units. In addition, 
there was a demonstration 
of the remote firing of a 
flash unit located at the 
side of the room. Some of 
the other things we talked 
about was painting with a 
flash light, the use of barn 
doors on flash units and of 
tethered shooting with the 
camera connected directly 
to a computer. There were 
many questions asked 
and one important one 
was about the cost of 

equipment needed. My answer was 
that some were expensive, some not 
and some cheap (home-made).
About 80 people came out to attend 
the program and were very pleased 
with the presentation.  

Ohio Cemetery Alliance - 
4th Annual Photography 
Exhibit
Ohio Cemetery Alliance is 
sponsoring their 4th Annual 
Photography Exhibit and is taking 
submissions for photos through May 
7, 2011. Photos must have been 
taken in a Cemetery located in the 
U.S.A. to be eligible for a prize in 
the cemetery Landscape category.  
Photos must have been taken in an 
Ohio cemetery for the People and 
Monuments categories. The opening 
reception and prize announcements 
will be held at the Shaker Heights 
Public Library, Shaker Heights, Ohio 
and will be on exhibit from May 28th 
to June 18th. For more information, 
Google: Ohio Cemetery Alliance.

Water Splash                          

Forks            

Pin Cushion           
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners

Over the Top                                                       Jim Frazer
Projection – First Place

Red Cliff Ranch                                                                  Joanne Damian
Projection – Second Place

Bright Eyes                                  Judy MacKenzie
Projection – Honorable Mention

Big Tracks                                Tom Legeza
Projection – Third Place
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Selection of Projection Competition Winners
Continued

Longing                                        Barb Pennington
Projection – First Place

Planet Cleveland                                            Randy Beiter
Projection – Second Place

Dueling Rhinos                                        Ron Skinner
Projection – Honorable Mention

The Lonely Chair                                            Rob Erick
Projection – Second Place
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Field Trips

Is it a goal?                           Jeff Gibson

Where the Action Is
Jeff Gibson

Close to 40 photographers showed 
up on Sunday, December 12, for a 
field trip to photograph the Lake Erie 
Monsters Hockey Team at the Q 
Arena in downtown Cleveland. We 
were divided into two groups and 
each group was taken behind the 
scenes to view and photograph what 
the average fan doesn’t see. My first 
stop was above the ice into the loge 
area. I took several photos from this 
area, knowing I might never have this 
opportunity again.

Next, my group was taken to the 
executive offices of the Cleveland 

Swirling Action                            Jeff Gibson

Monster’s Montage                                  Scott Ober

Monster Mascot            Susan Ramdin

Cavaliers and the Monsters. (I 
looked for any remains of Lebron 
– fortunately, nothing was there.) 
There was a winding staircase from 
the executive level two that looked 
down on a replica practice floor on 
level one. I don’t know if these were 

the actual names for the levels, I 
just used these names for location 
purposes.

Then our group was taken to the ice 
level where we were permitted out on 
the ice, after waiting for the Zamboni 
to clean it. We then had to hurry back 
to our seats to be ready for the game.  
The Monsters Mascot got the fans 
cheering and it never let up until the 
game was over.

CPS attendees took plenty of photos. 
The ice was well lit so being inside 
was not a problem. The action is 
very fast and it was fun to see if you 
could anticipate where the excitement 
would be next.

The trip was so well received it will be 
repeated on March 5, 2011.
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Selection of People Competition Winners

Wingwalker                                                Bill Rittman                                          
People – Honorable Mention

I Am Woman                      Dan Kozminski
People – First Place

Frightened                                                Betsy Janda
People – Third Place

Ecuadorian Shepherdess               Donna Schneider
People – Honorable Mention

Broken Dreams                                   Nathalie Snyder                                          
People – Third Place
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Member News and Recognition

The annual Cuyahoga Valley Photo 
Society 2010 Contest, held recently, 
announced its winners. Jeff Gibson 
took two awards: Best of Show and 
First Prize for his photo “Beaver 
Marsh.” In addition, he took a Second 
Prize in the People in the Park 
category for his photo “Girl and Red 
Umbrella.”
All entries can be viewed at their 
website:

http://www.cvps.org/gallery/
contest_2010/index.htm

e•f
John Earl Brown had two images 
accepted into a show at The RoHo 
Photographic Gallery in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Both images were taken at the 
amputee youth camp he attended 
last summer as part of the CPS 
Community Service Program. “The 
Conversation” and “Untitled #1” were 
on display at the gallery from the end 
of November through January 31, 
2011. “The Conversation” won a Merit 
Award as one of the top ten entries. 
Both photographs will be published 
in a book by Edgecliff Press in March 
2011. The photos and information 
about the show can be seen on the 
gallery’s website:  
        www.rohogalleries.com   

Beaver Marsh                                                                                      Jeff Gibson

John Earl also had two photographs 
accepted into the Ocean State 
International Exhibition of Photography, 
run by the Photographic Society of 
Rhode Island. The photos are titled 
“Annie” and “Megan.” There were 
more than 1700 entries from 435 
photographers world-wide. PSA 
awarded 18 medals. “Megan” received 
a Chairman’s Choice Medal. The entire 
show can be seen at www.psri.us 

e•f
Joy Spondike will have an exhibit of 
her Nature Photography at the Carlisle 
Reservation, LaGrange, Ohio. The 
show will run for the months of January 
and February 2011.

Neil Evans will have his photography 
on display at the Western Reserve 
Bank in Brecksville, Ohio. The show 
will be up January, February, and 
March of 2011. He is a member of 
Studio B, Brecksville Center for the 
Arts and the group has their work 
displayed at various galleries and 
businesses in the area. Neil also has 
exhibits at the Art Gallery, Willoughby; 
Hudson Fine Art and Framing, 
Hudson, Ohio; Framer’s Gallery, 
Brecksville and Imagery, Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio. 

e•f
Ed Lusk, Bob Huck and Bob 
Niederriter will have a joint exhibit of 
their photography work in February, 
2011. The show will be at the Root 
Café in Lakewood, Ohio.
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Selection of Pictorial Competition Winners

Morning Mist                                                    Pat Ansberry
Pictorial – Third Place

I Made It!                                                  Mareta Longberry
Pictorial – Honorable Mention

Hot Air                                                    Ray Humphries
Projection – Third Place  

Painted Ladies                                                                   Harry Kaulfersch
Pictorial – First Place

Rodin’s Garden                        Jean Dockman
Pictorial – Honorable Mention
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Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and 
advance the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.

Club Information

The Cleveland Photographic Society

CPS has operated continuously since 
1887, making us one of the oldest camera 
clubs in North America. The organization 
currently has more than 300 members 
and is one of the few anywhere to have its 
own permanent clubroom. The objectives 
of the society are to promote and advance 
the understanding, passion and joy of 
photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture 
taking, competition, critique, and 
fellowship. We meet almost every Friday 
evening and our meetings are always open 
to visitors and guests—we invite you to 
visit us! Our clubroom is located on the 
City of Broadview Heights campus. The 
clubroom opens at 7:30 p.m. and meetings 
begin at 8:00 p.m. Visit our website for 
directions, maps, and further information: 
www.clevelandphoto.org 

CPS Competitions
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of 
our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only 
members can enter images for competition, but all are 
invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature, 
People, Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three 
competitions per category are held throughout the year. In 
addition, four Projection competitions are held, displaying 
projected digital images. The category for Projection 
competitions is Pictorial (open). 
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice 
Nights are held throughout the year. These are informal, 
unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as 
Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition Rules and 
Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be 
found on the Competition page of our website.

CPS Membership
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples 
are $81.00; Family (couple plus one or more children) 
is $117.00; Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00. 
A downloadable application form and more details can be 
found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org 
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one 
of the most dynamic, active, and friendliest camera clubs 
in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are 
our primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter 
your skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of 
activities that will enhance your skills—and you’ll have FUN 
along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained 
at www.clevelandphoto.org


