




ON ABSTRACT PHOTOGRAPHY 

by Otto Litzel, APSA 

The following article was taken from the September, 1965 PSA Journal and was written by Otto Litzel. 

Otto Litzel, APSA of New York City is a photographer and painter who is an outstanding proponent of the 

non-traditional view of photography. He is a 5-star Pictorial exhibitor who has observed that exhibition stan

dards have broadened over the past decade, but has learned by experience that not all contemporary juries 

are ready to accept his abstract work. 

Many times in the past I have received requests from camera 

clubs to judge and lecture on abstract photography. It has always 

been a difficult task. It is one thing to be convinced of the valid

ity of a certain movement in art, and quite another to convince 

someone else. 

For example: judging a competition on abstract photography, 

a print of the front of a house, taken at an unusual angle, comes 

up in the light box and my comment is, "You have to do more 

to make it an abstract". 

The maker is dissatisfied and asks me what he can do to make 

it an abstract. This is a question which I cannot answer in a few 

words. The only advice I can give him is to go to a museum and 

look at abstract paintings. I know his response will be the same 

as that of an untrained judge when confronted with an abstract 

photograph: "I can make nothing of it. What does it mean? It 

leaves me cold." (I have a feeling this last remark is used on the 

East Coast only.) 

A better understanding can be gained by studying a book on 

the subject and also by living with a good abstract painting. It is 

bound to draw your attention and every day you will discover 

something new - a color harmony you did not see before - a 

new movement - a new space relationship. Sit in front of it and 

listen to the silent music with an open mind and an open heart 

and you will never say again, "It leaves me cold." 

It is a difficult job to make a good abstract painting and it is 

equally difficult to make a good abstract photograph. Let us take 

a look at the working methods of the artist-painter and the artist

photographer. 

The major problem in art is, and always will be, the division 

of the surface area - in other words, to compose within a stable 

pictorial field. In contrast to the realistic painter, the abstract 

artist is not restricted to painting objects as they are in reality. 

He has complete freedom to use shapes, color and texture to 

make a statement which was suggested perhaps by music, by the 

play of light on rushing water or the color arrangement in a tide 

pool. I n very rare cases will a painting be executed at the spur of 

the moment. An idea for a painting may lay dormant in the 

painter's mind for a number of years. Then suddenly he will 

knock it off in a few hours. 

The one thing the painter and the photographer have in com

mon is the problem of surface division; but where the painter 

composes from the outside in, the photographer must compose 

from the inside out because he lacks the freedom to arrange the 

shapes at his disposal. 

The only way the photographer can depart from reality which 

is represented in the negative or color slide is through darkroom 

techniques. There are numerous ways in black-and-white photog

raphy to translate what the camera has recorded. Removing the 

middle tones will result in a strange, flat black-and-white design, 

especially when started with a color slide. A solarization, too, 

will eliminate the middle tones, leaving a very delicate line draw

ing. A tone separation or a double printing is another way to 

create a different image, and there are innumerable combinations 

at our disposal. The only limitation is our own imagination. 

BLACK AND WHITE WORKSHOP - With Otto Litzel's !Darkroom Magic as a text guide, the Black 

& White Workshop is on a "Kodalith Kick" this year. Ed Schmidt, the Chairman, tells us that Martin Szutter 

has kindly consented to appear every third Wednesday. Martin has a thorough knowledge of Design Photog

raphy, and it promises to be a very interesting year. 



PICTORIAL COMPETITION RESULTS 
PICTORIAL SLIDE NIGHT 

FIFTH OF COMPETITION YEAR 
September 8, 1972 

CLASS A 

1st - GOLDEN LIGHT .. .. . .. ... .... . .... . Helen McCay 
2nd - SUNSET AT THE COVE . . . . ........ .. Joseph Brilla 
3rd - THE MOORING ...... . .... . ...... ... Helen McCay 
4th - LOOPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Evelyn Gillespie 
5th - CHARGE .. ... ... . .. . .... ........ . . Art Mernone 
6th - PRAIRIE SUNSET .. . .. ... . ....... Evelyn Gillespie 

CLASS B 

1st - CHAPEL . . .... . . . . .. . ...... . . .... . Don Salzgeber 
2nd - ALLEN'S PRIDE .......... . ....... Norm Jueschke 
3rd - SUNSET AT LASSEN . .... . ....... .. Don Salzgeber 
4th - CRIMSON BERRI ES ..... .. ........ . . Nancy White 
5th - PSYCHEDELIC ROSE ............... Betty Schmidt 
6th - FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH . . . . ........ Robert Sharkey 

ATTENDANCE: 55; JUDGES: Eleanor and Millard Owensby, 
Frank Vano, Alt. Ruth Meyer; PROJECTIONIST: Bert Klein ; 
FOCUSING : Gerry Juskenas; RECORDER: Sandy Klein; HOST: 
Nick Yadlovsky; CHAIRMAN : Chris Rogers. 

STANDINGS 

CLASS A 

H. McCay ......... . 15 
J. Brilla ........ . .. 13 
E. Davenport . . . . . .. 9 
B. Wallencheck ... .. 9 
E. Gillespie . .... .... 6 
M. Szutter . . . . . . . .. 6 
H. Melcher. . . . . . . .. 5 
A. Mernone . . . . . . .. 5 
G. Juskenas . . . . . . .. 3 
F. Vano .. ......... 3 
F. Otto .... .. . . .... 2 
J. Wallencheck . . . . .. 2 
C. Rogers ... ..... . . 
D. Trowbridge .. ... . 

CLASS B 

N. Jueschke ........ 14 
R. Sharkey .... . ... 10 
H. Bircher. . . . . . . .. 8 
J. Motley . ........ 8 
E. Mueller . .. . ..... 8 
D. Salzgeber . . . . . .. 8 
B. Schmidt . . . . . . .. 8 
A. Dryfoos . . . . . . .. 6 
M. Trowbridge .. . .. 3 
N. Yadlovsky .. . . . . 3 
N. White .......... 2 
D. Opatrny ....... . 
R. Woods ....... . . 

Exclusive KODAK Color Processing & Printing 

GO~MAN/S 

On the Triangle 
44 Front St . 
234·2284 
Jack Rogers, Mgr . 

PHOTO ANC HOISISY 
Nikon. Minolta. Yashica Specialists 

Berea West Valley Plaza 
389 West Bagley 

"You'll be happy 243·6040 
with a hobby" Ed Connolly , Mgr. 

FOTO CENTER, INC. 
6167 Mayfield Road • Mayfield Heights • HI 9-1727 

1/4 mile West of Interchange 271 and 322 

- Photographic Headquarters for the Eastern Suburbs 

INTERESTED IN A SECOND HOBBY? 
We have a complete line of COINS and NUMISMATIC Supplies 

(Open Thurs. & F r i. Eves . to 8: 00) 

PICTORIAL PRINT NIGHT 
FIFTH OF COMPETITION YEAR 

September 15, 1972 

CLASS A 

1 st - DI LL PLANT ... . .... . ... . ... ...... Martin Szutter 
2nd - LILY #5 ... . . . .. . ......... . . . . . . " Jim Gianelos 
3rd - MARINE STILL LIFE . . .. ... ....... .. Jim Gianelos 
4th - MARINE LIGHT ................... . Jim Gianelos 

CLASS B 

1st - FLIGHT ... . .. . . . ............... Don Trowbridge 
2nd - PAINTED POND ..... . ........... Barney Opatrny 
3rd - TRILLIUM DESIGN .. . ............ Betty Schmidt 
4th - MUM ONE ACT II .... . .......... Joe & Agnes Ivan 

COLOR PRINTS 

1st - THREE INTO THREE ................. Frank Vano 
2nd - CRACKED PAINT ABSTRACT #3 . . .... Jim Gianelos 
3rd :... INDUSTRY ON THE CUYAHOGA .. Charles Davenport 
4th - INDIAN PAINTBRUSH ............ . .. Jim Gianelos 

ATTENDANCE: 49; JUDGES: Don and Alicia Roof, ArtWelker; 
RECORDER: Dorothy Opatrny; HOST: Charles Davenport; 
CHAIRMAN: Jim Gianelos. 

STANDINGS 

CLASS A CLASS B 

J. Gianelos ......... 30 B. Opatrny ........ 23 
M. Szutter ......... 18 D. Trowbridge ..... 17 
G. Morrison. . . . . . .. 2 B. Burnhan . . . . . . .. 3 

B. Schmidt. . . . . . .. 3 
P. & W. Johenning . .. 2 
J. &A.lvan ...... . . 
S. Klein .......... . 

COLOR 

J. Gianelos ........ . ... 30 
C. Davenport ........... 11 
D. Trowbridge .. . ....... 4 
F. Vano . . ..... . ....... 4 

JORDAN CAMERA, INC. 
3802 West 25th Street 

741-5511 
3 Blocks South of 1-71 at West 25th Street Exit 

KEN JORDAN JOE SEIFERT 

Quality Franchise Photographic Lines 

Koby's Photo Supplies 
3240 SUPERIOR AVE. 

431-4970 

CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 
Convenient Parking 

Eastman, Ansco, DuPont, Mallinckrodt Products, Movie 
and Slide Projectors, Stereo, Screens, Wedding Albums, 
Flash and Flood Equipment_ 


