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From the Editor’s Desk

It’s fall already and here I am just getting out the Spring issue of the Darkroom 
Door. Unfortunately, I have a good excuse for this untimely happening. Since 

early May, I have had some serious medical problems that kept me unable to do 
much of anything. Once I was finally recovering, a really bad case of shingles 
took me down again, from which I am still recuperating. So, my friends at CPS, 
I hope you will enjoy this issue, even as late as it is. I do want to thank all of you 
for your continued concern and all your good wishes for me during this time.

As usual, the spring months brought about the return of more field trips and 
those activities we could not do when snow was all around us. The Community 
Service program continued to expand with more requests from organizations 
for our services and more of our members joined the committee to help out. 
Our photography school, too, continues to draw ample amounts of students who 
spread the word about our excellent teaching program. Our competition nights, 
much enjoyed by our members, often fill the clubroom to capacity. People find us 
on our website, so our membership continues to grow. 

All of this is good news for our club. We are approaching our 125th year in 
existence in the spring of 2012 and there is much work to be done to prepare 
for celebrating this event. It will be here before we know it, but the Anniversary 
Committee is hard at work to make this an outstanding event. Interesting to note 
is that just five to six years ago, when CPS was meeting at a downtown location, 
there were fewer than 50 members. Now, after moving to Broadview Heights, 
our membership is more than 400 and still growing. Seems to me, that we are 
doing something right and a lot of that is due to the devotion and assistance of 
our members. Without the aid of many helping hands, we would not be able to 
accommodate this unprecedented growth. 

I hope that I will be able get the Darkroom Door back to its usual schedule and 
that I can continue to bring the highlights of our club doings to you. 
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President’s Message

involvements grow each year. Exhibitions are becoming 
a larger part of CPS stretching its wings. Hospitality, 
competitions, field trips, environmental portrait sessions, 
Darkroom Door, where do I stop?

Nothing sustains on its own. CPS is where it is because of 
the dedication of its many members who have passion for 
photography and fellowship. There are so many interests 
within CPS that we feel there’s something for every 
member, no matter what level of skills or availability one 
possesses.

Nothing happens by accident, especially good things. CPS 
is gaining momentum towards celebrating its 125th year in 
existence. Strength, loyalty and dedication from within have 
gotten us to this point. Thank you all for letting me be part 
of all this.

Sincerely,

As our club starts a new fiscal year, and this being my 
first writing in the DD, I would like to take a moment to 

acknowledge the new board members and officers for the 
coming year.

New to the board this year are Jan Venditti, Rob Erick, 
Betsy Barker, Karen Krugman and Bob Boyle. Officers 
taking new positions are Mark Coletta, past president and 
Joanne Damian, vice president.

I would personally like to welcome and thank these and 
certainly all the other board members and officers to 
another great year of CPS leadership. Our club has grown 
at such a feverish pace over the past several years and 
with growth comes the need for involvement.

One term used in business, and yes, we are not a 
business, is “sustainability.” Not needing to go into the  
true definition of the term, every last one of us can look 
back in time and come up with names and places we 
visited, shopped at, frequented, and enjoyed while growing 
up. And now, they are all gone. Some have been replaced, 
some duplicated, most just a memory in our past. One 
common denominator all these places had was the inability 
to change with the times and find some sort of formula to 
secure their future. Things always change.

Here we are, a photography club of over 400+ strong, 
heading into our 125th year in existence, with the inertia 
of a freight train. All this isn’t happening by accident, folks! 
Our visionary past leadership has found a way to create 
and “sustain” the many internal components within CPS. I’ll  
mention just a few. We assemble two schools that are held 
three different times EACH year. Our community service 

Save the Date
for the

Social Event of the Year!
125th Anniversary 
Gala and Banquet

Saturday, May 19, 2012

  Rick Wetterau
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Annual Banquet Much Fun
Marcia Polevoi

CPS members were in full swing again for this year’s Annual 
Awards Banquet, held in May at the Beachwood Hilton 
Hotel. More than 100 members and guests enjoyed the 
good food at the buffet tables and everyone had lots of time 
to socialize with all their friends. Highlight of the evening was 
the announcement of the winner of the 125th Anniversary 
Patch Contest. Sue Curtis was the winner and her “Patch” 
design was unveiled at the banquet. 

After dinner, the annual awards were presented and many 
medals and ribbons were handed out to the deserving 
winners. The people who have their “Photo of the Year” 
photos hanging in the Gathering Room for the coming year 
were also announced.  (See page 13)

Mark Coletta presented President Award Plaques to Barb 
Pennington and Jim Frazer. Arlan Heiser received an award 
for the most hours accumulated for the Community Service 
Committee.

Everyone agreed that the evening was a great success and 
a big thanks for that goes to Banquet Chair Peggy Miklus. 

Mark Coletta presents Barb Pennington her award. 
                                                             Photo by Joe Polevoi

Contest Winner - Sue Curtis                Photo by Joe Polevoi

Clockwise from top left: Joanne Damian, Sue Ramdin, 
Jaimee and Troy Vodila.                 Photo by Marcia Polevoi

Club Events
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A Farewell to Ron
Marcia Polevoi

A Friday evening in late May, found CPS members joining in 
a Farewell Party for Ron Wilson, aka, “The Professor.” Ron 
and wife, Joan, are moving to Waynesville, Oh. the end of 
June to be closer to their children and grandchildren. Ron 
has been an invaluable member since 1985 and served in 
the past as president. He was instrumental in having CPS 
make the move from downtown to our present location, a 
very successful move. He has been an instructor for the 
CPS classes as well as teaching additional classes on 
various photography topics throughout the year. All this 
gained him the title of “The Professor.” In honor of all that 
Ron has done for CPS over the years, the meeting room will 
now be known as the “Ron Wilson Club Room.”

The evening was filled with fun and nostalgia as Rob Erick 
narrated a slide show of Joe Polevoi’s slides about Ron. 
Much laughter was heard as Rob’s remarks roasted Ron, 
much to the enjoyment of the audience. Following that, 
Elisha Cerino and Barb Pennington presented Ron with a 
marvelous scrapbook they had artfully assembled. They 
had gathered mementos, photos and remarks from many 
of the club members. These they put together in a cleverly 
designed manner and bound into a handsome leather book 
full of wonderful memories and a tribute to Ron and Joan.

Ron and Joan were quite moved by the events of the 
evening. Ron gave a brief speech of thanks and farewell 
to CPS. He remains a member and promises to return for 
special programs and other CPS events.

 

Photos by Joe Polevoi
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Selection of Creative Competition Winners

Safe?                                                      Lisa Marie Beyer
Creative Through the Lens – Second Place

Toilet and Tile                                               Jen Toth 
Creative Through the Lens – Second Place

Inserted throughout this issue: Selection of CPS 
Competition winners. Complete standings available at  
www.clevelandphoto.org

Red and Chrome                                             Bob Boyle
Creative Through the Lens – First Place

Rob                                                              Sharon Doyle
Creative Through the Lens – Second Place
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A Painter’s View                                                                Elisha Cerino
Creative Through Processing – Second Place

Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Sinister Night                                                                  Dan Kozminski
Creative Through Processing – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website, www.
clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and gives photographers’ 
names, photo titles, and points earned.

Abduction of a Sabine          Jean Dockman 
Creative Through Processing – Third Place
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On the Half Shell                                                             Louise Kilgore
Creative Through Processing – Third Place

Selection of Creative Competition Winners
Continued

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS 
website, www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes 
every competition and gives photographers’ 
names, photo titles, and points earned.

Aces High                                Erik Pickering
Creative Through Processing – Third Place

Sargent Pepper                                                              Darlene Beiter
Creative Through the Lens – Second Place



9

CPS Community Service

Community Service Helps Everywhere
Jim Frazer, Community Service Chairman

Community Service volunteers were busy during March, 
April and May. We worked with American Diabetes 
Association, College Now, Friendship Circle, Greater 
Cleveland Upside of Downs, Hands On Northeast Ohio, 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Special Olympics, 
among others. We also added new organizations to our 
list: The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the 
Organization for Autism Research (OAR). 
The OAR branch in Arlington, Virginia, learned about our 
program and asked if we could photograph their team 
in the Rite Aid Marathon. We had already agreed to 
photograph the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s team in 
the marathon and both organizations were happy to have 
us at the marathon. On the weekend of May 15-16, we had 
six photographers at both the Saturday and Sunday events.
The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation is the 
worldwide leader in funding research to cure type 1 
diabetes, an autoimmune disease that strikes children and 
adults suddenly and lasts a lifetime. The Northern Ohio 
Chapter of JDRF contacted us in December asking if we 

would be able to photograph their fundraiser that would 
be held on April 16, 2011. They wondered if we could 
provide patron photos using a backdrop and lighting. Barb 
Pennington, Elisha Cerino, and Arlan Heiser jumped 
on this and put together a plan to get it done. It worked out 
well and the JDRF was pleased with our efforts.                  
We had an interesting event with the Special Olympics 
folks. They put together a fundraiser called “Over the 
Edge” that involved rappelling down the side of the 
DoubleTree Lakeside hotel. Individuals taking part in the 
event had to raise $1,000 or more to be able to rappel 
down from the 16th floor to the parking lot level. Arlan 
Heiser and I tackled this event. Of course, he stayed on 
the parking lot level and I had to take the roof. Fortunately, 
they harnessed me up so I couldn’t go over the edge! 
Here’s a photograph of one of the donators rappelling 
down. She doesn’t look afraid, does she?
Thank you to all of the Community Service Volunteers. 
Your work is the core of our Community Service Program.

OAR Runner                                              Fred Edwards Over the Edge                                                Jim Frazer
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Selection of Nature Competition Winners

Snake Tasting Frog                                                             Daniel Popow
Nature – Third Place

Sterling Pond 2                                                                    Tom Fleming
Nature – First Place

Full Competition results can be found on the CPS website,  
www.clevelandphoto.org. This includes every competition and  
gives photographers’ names, photo titles, and points earned.

Cattle Egret                        Harry Kaulfersch 
Nature – Third Place
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Essence of Arches                                                            Vasu Sidagam
Nature – Third Place

Alien                                                                                Neil Evans
Nature – Second Place

Selection of Nature Competition Winners
Continued

Butterfly                                            Taylor LaHoty 
Nature – Third Place
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Of Interest

REMINDER
Winter Classes 

Photoshop Digital Editing 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm    January 7 - February 4

Fundamentals 
Wednesdays 7:30 - 10pm     January 4 - March 21 

Now Added 
Mid-winter Fundamentals  

Saturdays 10am - 4pm     February 18 - March 24

“ Photography records 

the gamut of feelings 

written on the human 

face, the beauty of the 

earth and skies that 

man has inherited, 

and the wealth and 

confusion man has 

created.  It is a major 

force in explaining 

man to man.”
   

  Edward Steichen

e•f

“ You don’t take a 

photograph, you 

make it..”
 

Ansel Adams

Congratulations  
to the Winner
Marcia Polevoi

With much excitement and anticipation, 
the 125th Anniversary Patch contest 
opened in April and entries were 
eagerly awaited. Members were asked 
to design a patch that would be suitable 
for our 125th anniversary. The rules 
were announced to all. Committee 
Chair John MacKenzie kept rallying 
members to join in the competition. 
The winning patch will be used in our 
anniversary year not only as a patch to 
wear, but will have other uses during 
that time, as well. Thirty members 
submitted entries. Those entries were 
judged by an outside committee of 
three, who used a similar formula for 
judging as for club competitions. Sue 
Curtis’s design was the winner as she 

received a perfect 27 points for her 
entry! Her design was unveiled at the 
CPS Annual Banquet in May, where 
she received a standing ovation from 
the crowd. A larger poster of her design 
can be seen in the CPS clubroom. Sue 
also does the layout for the Darkroom 
Door and works as a graphic designer.
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Photos of the Year 2011-2012
The names of the people chosen for their “Photo of the Year” were announced 
at the Annual Banquet in May. Their photos will hang in the Gathering Room 
until next year’s banquet. They are as follows: 

Creative Category
Thru-the-Lens:  
Rick Wetterau, Clematis Seed Head
Thru-Processing:  
Sue Curtis, Cosmic City
 
Nature Category
Color: Karen Warkany, Beez Work
Black & White:  
Jim Frazer, Fungus and Friends

People Category
Color: Barb Pennington, Homeless
Black & White:  
Daniel LaHoty, The Agile One 

Pictorial Category
Color: Harry Kaulfersch,  
Painted Sisters
Black & White:  
Joanne Damian, American West

Projection Category 
(Pictorial)
Color:  
Debbie DiCarlo, Dew on Wildflower
Black & White:  
Rob Erick, Sign of Spring

Special Awards
William Meyer Award: Daniel Le 
Hoty, Grand Canyon South Ridge
Ruth Morrison Award:  
Rick Wetterau, Thistle Head
Charlie Cervenak Award: Kolman 
Rosenberg, Hale Farm Ladies
Henry Mayer Award:  
Jeffrey Gibson, Winter Mist  
on Cuyahoga
Charles Caseau Award: 
Joe Polevoi, Take Me to Your Leader
John Moddejonge Award: 
Dave Kibler, Duggers Creek

Year-end Award Winners photos shown on Gathering Room wall.                                                                       Joe Polevoi



14

Field Trips

From Nothing to Something
Steve Lusick

On Friday evening, in late April, a fair number of CPS photographers showed 
up for Bert Klein’s field trip at Burke Lake Front Airport to photograph. What???  
Well, that was the question on most of our minds when we arrived and started 
looking around: “What is there of interest to photograph?” There did not appear to 
be any points of attraction, no story to tell, no dynamic settings. Some folks even 
contemplated leaving... that is, until the sun began to set and the Cleveland police 
helicopter was brought onto the tarmac. Soon, we were allowed on the tarmac 
as well. All of a sudden the scene changed. With the airport lights, the Cleveland 
skyline as a back drop and planes with landing lights evident, CPS members 
began scrambling for good vantage points from which to shoot (without other 
photographers in the scene). So the evening shoot became a success.

After the field trip, a number of us met at the Flat Iron Cafe, where we had a 
chance to chat with CPS member Art Fantroy, a policeman/pilot of Cleveland’s 
Police Helicopter Unit.

Police Helicoptor                                            Steve Lusick
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Newcomer Visits Mansfield Reformatory
Doug Barker

Mansfield Reformatory -  Photos by Betsy Barker

Upon entering the grounds, the stone facade of 
the Ohio State Reformatory in Mansfield, Ohio, 
evoked memories of scenes from the 1994 movie, 
The Shawshank Redemption, and of the actors 
portraying the inmates. I looked forward with a 
sense of excitement to entering the reception 
area. This was my first “official” field trip as a 
member of the Cleveland Photographic Society.

Waivers signed, fees paid, and map in hand, I 
began my photographic odyssey through the ante 
rooms and reception area. There I encountered 
sensor dust on my very first images. Thanks to the 
helpful assistance of David Busch, I then retraced 
my steps to obtain dust free images. The interior 
of the prison and the world’s largest freestanding 
cell block clearly show the ravages of time 
and the lack of preservation maintenance. The 
Mansfield Reformatory Preservation Society has 
been making a concentrated effort to battle the 
deterioration since its formation in 1995.

My inexperience in shooting in low-light and 
deep shadows proved to be both a curse and a 
blessing. Using a tripod helped my patience, as 
did talking to other members who gave advice 
and suggestions. Most came from my wife Betsy, 
who put up with my frustrated grumblings at the 
beginning of the tour. Perhaps the most valuable 
information I obtained concerning composition 
and shooting in the cell block’s light conditions 
came from simply observing and listening to 
Nancy Balluck’s instructions to the model posing 
for her. 

There is a definite sense of 
foreboding as one meanders 
through the different sections of 
the prison. Combining this with 
a sense of imagination of what 
it would have been like as an 
inmate suggested some fantastic 
photo opportunities, especially 
those found in the solitary 
confinement section, the cell 
block stairwells and the workshop 
areas. I think that by the time I 
left the prison, I had learned a 
great deal of photo information 
that has allowed me to produce 
better images on subsequent field 
trips. The Mansfield Reformatory 
Field Trip was fun as well as 
educational!  

Field Trips
Continued
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Member News and Recognition

The Board of Trustees of InterAct 
Cleveland was pleased to announce 
that the Cleveland Photographic 
Society was named the 2011 recipient 
of the “Homeless Stand Down 
Organization of the Year Award.” 
The award was presented at InterAct 
Cleveland’s Annual Recognition 
Celebration on Sunday, May 22. It is 
a privilege to be recognized by such a 
great local organization. Again, thanks 
to all the volunteers for making this 
happen.

e•f
Janet and George Sipl had images 
on display at the Piccadilly Fine Art 
Gallery in Tremont. The show opened 
June 3rd and was on display through 
August.
Tremont has become a true artistic 
gem of the Cleveland area.

e•f
Sharon Doyle had three of her 
images selected for an art exhibit at 
Cleveland Hopkins Airport. The exhibit 
will run from August 1st through 
October 31st. Mawele Shamaila also 
had a photo accepted for this exhibit.

e•f
Mawele Shamaila took second place 
at the recent Cleveland Botanical 
Garden’s Orchid Mania show. His 
image was titled “Orchid Glows 
in the Dark.” Nearly 100 amateur 
photographers submitted close to 
300 shots. Shamaila won a one-year 
family membership with special photo 
privileges to Cleveland Botanical 
Garden, plus a $50 gift certificate for 
the Cleveland Botanical Garden store. 

Dahlia by Rick Wetterau 
Best of Show, Focus Photography Competition

Several CPS members were named 
winners in the sixth Focus photography 
competition held at the Solon 
Community Center. One hundred  
and nineteen amateur photographers 
from 40 different communities entered 
225 photographs to the contest. The 
best in show award ($300) went to 
Rick Wetterau for his photo titled 
“Dahlia”. Wayne Roth was awarded 
$100 for his entry in the People/
Portrait category. Darlene Beiter, 
Barb Pennington and George Sipl 
also took $50 awards for the KeyBank 
Choice awards.

e•f
Wayne Roth has photos currently 
on exhibit at two other locations, one 
at Solon City Hall and the other at 
The Plain Dealer building at 18th and 
Superior.

e•f
Steve Estvanic’s photo was displayed 
in the National Geographic online 
article about the ten most visited 
national parks – our own Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park. 

Maria Kaiser had a number of her 
prints as part of an exhibit of “4 
Printmakers: Beauty and Reason.” 
The exhibit, held at Humphrey Atrium 
Gallery at University Case Medical 
Center, ran from June 14 through Aug. 
31.

e•f
When Bill Rittman and Arlan 
Heiser heard that the Bicentennial 
Committee of Brecksville, Ohio. 
needed photographers to record the 
many bicentennial celebrations, both 
volunteered at once. Bill became the 
liaison between CPS photographers 
and the committee. Arlan has 
covered the Christmas Parade, 
the Bicentennial Ball and a history 
presentation at the library. 

e•f
Zachary and Sara Bright will have an 
exhibit of their photos in a gallery in 
Little Italy for the month of September. 
They also have ten prints that will be 
shown at Cleveland Hopkins Airport. 
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Our Mission: The mission of the Cleveland Photographic Society is to promote and 
advance the understanding, passion and joy of photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture taking, competition, critique and fellowship.

Club Information

The Cleveland Photographic Society

CPS has operated continuously since 
1887, making us one of the oldest camera 
clubs in North America. The organization 
currently has more than 400 members 
and is one of the few anywhere to have its 
own permanent clubroom. The objectives 
of the society are to promote and advance 
the understanding, passion and joy of 
photography by providing opportunities 
for education, skill development, picture 
taking, competition, critique, and 
fellowship. We meet almost every Friday 
evening and our meetings are always open 
to visitors and guests—we invite you to 
visit us! Our clubroom is located on the 
City of Broadview Heights campus. The 
clubroom opens at 7:30 p.m. Visit our 
website for directions, maps, and further 
information: www.clevelandphoto.org 

CPS Competitions
CPS holds 16 competitions each year as a part of 
our regular Friday evening meeting schedule. Only 
members can enter images for competition, but all are 
invited to attend. Competition categories are Nature, 
People, Creative and Pictorial (open category) and three 
competitions per category are held throughout the year. In 
addition, four Projection competitions are held, displaying 
projected digital images. The category for Projection 
competitions is Pictorial (open). 
In addition to formal competitions, several People’s Choice 
Nights are held throughout the year. These are informal, 
unjudged evenings devoted to specific themes, such as 
Architecture, Photojournalism, etc. Competition Rules and 
Results, as well as slide shows of winning images can be 
found on the Competition page of our website.

CPS Membership
Annual dues: Single member rate is $54.00; Couples 
are $81.00; Family (couple plus one or more children) 
is $117.00; Junior member (under 18) and Distance 
member categories (roughly over 100 miles) are $36.00. 
A downloadable application form and more details can be 
found on our website: www.clevelandphoto.org 
Join us and enjoy all the benefits of being a part of one 
of the most dynamic, active, and friendliest camera clubs 
in the US. Photographic education and fellowship are 
our primary tenets and a part of all we offer. No matter 
your skill level or photographic interest, you’ll find lots of 
activities that will enhance your skills—and you’ll have FUN 
along the way!

Club Calendar
The complete and updated Club Calendar can be obtained 
at www.clevelandphoto.org


