Cleveland Photographic
Society

How to Compete Effectively

Updated: September 29, 2011



NEW for 2011-12

** New Classifications in People
Competition:
*» Candid
*» Posed
» Studio

“* New Year-End Award for Peoples Choice
Photojournalism!



What We'll be Discussing

“*Selecting an Image
“*Categories and Classifications
*»Competition Frequency

“*Preparing Your Image
“*Rules — and Unwritten Rules
“*Mounting & Matting
“*Naming & Labeling
“*Sizing for Projection



What Else We'll be Discussing

¢ Competition Nights
*Process and Procedures
“+Judging
“*3Scoring
s*Accumulated Points
‘*Year-End Competition

% Your Questions



Selecting An Image



Competition Categories and
Classifications

<+ Creative
*Thru the Lens
+Filters
+Lenses - Kaleidoscope,
lensbaby, pinhole, etc.
+Technique - multiple
exposures, etc.



Competition Categories and
Classifications

+Creative
“*Thru Processing
+Significant Photoshop
+»Photoshop Creations

+»Substantial Mergers

+Obvious HDR (high dynamic
range)

> EtC.



Competition Categories and
Classifications

sNature

s Color and Black & White

<+ No ‘hand of man / evidence of man’
except scientific banding on wild
animals

% Domesticated flowers or animals are
permitted

< Naturally-occurring dark and black
backgrounds are permitted (including
those induced by flash)



Competition Categories and
Classifications

< Nature - continued

< Minimal Photoshop:

“Levels, Brightness/Contrast, slight
Hue/Saturation, slight
Dodging/Burning, Sharpening, etc.
are permitted

“*Heavy adjustments of any kind
(cloning, layer-masking, obvious
HDR) are prohibited

< Keep to the ‘Truth’ of the original
image




Competition Categories and
Classifications

+“People - NEW for 2011-12
“ People
“ People Parts

“ Evidence of People
(footprints, snow angels, etc.)

* No distinction between B & W
and Color



Competition Categories and
Classifications

+People (continued):
» Candid:
< Totally un-posed

< Subject unaware s/he is
being photographed



Competition Categories and
Classifications

+People (continued):
¢ Posed:

< Subject poses on their own
OR

< Subject takes ANY direction
from the photographer (even
‘look here’)



Competition Categories and
Classifications

+People (continued):
% 'Studio’:
<+ Photographer poses or
directs the subject AND

<+ Photographer creates or
substantially manipulates the
background



Competition Categories and
Classifications

+People (continued):
s 'Studio’ (continued):

< Background manipulation could
have occurred at time of shoot or
In post-processing

<+ Image does NOT need to be

created in a studio environment to
still fall into this category



Competition Categories and
Classifications

<+Pictorial
“* Open Category

% ALL images fit - even those
from other categories

s Color and Black & White



Competition Categories and
Classifications

+Projection
% Digital images projected
“* Open Category

% ALL images fit - even those
from other categories

s Color and Black & White



Preparing Your Image



Competition Frequency

<+ Held throughout each club
vear (June thru May)

< Print Competitions held 3
times per year

+Projection Competitions
held 4 times per year



Image Rules

< Limit of 2 images per competition
<+ Any combination

<+ Minimum size 8 x 10 (80 square
inches)

< Maximum size 11 x 17 (~187
square inches)

< “Standard” size=11 x 14



Image Rules

<+ If the image contains ANY
color, it must be entered in the
Color classification

< Single-toned images (e.q.
sepia) are considered Black
& White



“Unwritten” Image Rules

% Don’t enter the same
image in Color AND Black &
White - choose one

<+ Don’t ‘soak’ your winners

by entering a slightly
altered version again - EVER



Printing

¢ Commercial

% Self-Printed

s Glossy

¢ Matte or Luster finish



Mounting and Matting

% Mounting = Image attached
to a backing board

< Less expensive

< Picture more subject to
scratching during handling



Mounting and Matting

% Matting = Image attached from
behind to a mat board with a
cut-out

< Slightly more expensive
< Protects from scratching

<+ NOTE: Mats reduce visible image
size by % inch on both dimensions



Mounting and Matting

“ Mounting board to protect
back and present stiff image

% Mat board in front to protect
against scratching and present a
professional appearance

*This is the recommended
format




Mounting and Matting

** NO size restrictions on
mats, but retain proportions

¢ Mat color is important

 Competition matting uses
either white or black mats

% Judges WILL comment
unfavorably on colored mats



Naming

% Image names are not read
during the judging round

% Keep it simple and SHORT

¢ Nature Titles should be as
specific as possible - don’t
go for cute

“ Try NEVER to use ‘Untitled’



Naming for Nature

»» Good:
I stan”

¢ Better:
E “Mute Swan’

«* NEVER:
< "Pretty Birdy”



Naming for Nature

+ Flora and Fauna:
< Latin name NOT required

< Try to be as accurate as
possible

*(Trillium is better than ‘white
flower’)

<+ Get it right!
% (a Peony is not a Dahlia)



Labels

< Best choice:

< Download from web onto Avery
blank # 5164

< 2nd Best choice:
% Download from web to plain paper

< Last choice:
% Get label the night of competition



Labels

<+ Fill out completely:

“* Your name

< Image name - short, PLEASE
< Category (Nature, People, etc.)
% Classification (Color, B&W, etc.)
* Date



Cleveland Photographic Society Competition Entry Form

Date: Name:
Title:

B&W: Nature  Pictonal Special

Color: Nature:  Pictonal Spectal

Creative: Through the Lens  Through Processimg
People: Candid Posed Studio

Entry Number Score . Place




Labels

< Fill out horizontally within one
Category ONLY:

+There is no such thing as Color Nature
Thru the Lens

< Labels go in the UPPER LEFT
corner as you look at the back

<+ If you re-use a mounting board,
either cross off an old label or
place the new one on top of it



Final Thoughts on Presentation

<+ Be mindful of your image

< Never mount or mat your
image in a way that could
damage another print!

<+ Poorly mounted images CAN
AND WILL BE disqualified



Preparing for Projection
Competition

<+ Upload your images to the club
website

<+ Upload link and instructions will
be furnished by email to current
members and students only

<+ Upload any time after a previous
competition until 9:00 pm on the
Monday of the competition



Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing:
“ You do NOT need to size your

images if you don’t know how or
don’t want to

* BUT - sizing your own images
can reduce upload time and

ensure your image projects as
you want it to



Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing:
“ 1024 pixels wide by 768
pixels high fills the screen

“ Anything more than 72 dpi
resolution is wasted and
takes longer to upload



Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing:
“ Photoshop and Elements
can be used (Image > Resize)

% Many other editing
programs can also resize



Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing for PC users Only:
s XP Users:
% Google ‘Microsoft Picture Resizer’

 First item should be ‘Microsoft Windows
XP Power Toys and Add-Ins’

“Under ‘Power Toys’, click ‘Power Toys for
Windows XP’

“Near the middle of the page, choose
‘Power Toys’ and then ‘Image Resizer’

“*Download (very small file)



Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing for PC Users Only (continued):
¢ Windows Vista or 7 Users:

% Type http://imageresizer.codeplex.com/
into your web browser.

< Download and Run the application (small
file size)

% Note: a version for those using the 64-
bit operating system is also available; if
you don’t know your system type, it is
most likely the default (32-bit) version




Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing for PC Users Only

(continued):

% To Resize an image, highlight
it with one mouse click (no need
to open it)

< Right click once

“ Among the choices will be
‘Resize Pictures’



Preparing for Projection
Competition

< Sizing for PC Users Only
(continued):

% Choose ‘Large’ (1024x768)

% A reduced size copy of your
image will be added to the same
folder as the original with the
word (large) added to the title



Preview
Edit
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Set as Desktop Background
Open With
G horton 360
Shred {‘Wash with bleach)
2 Add to archive..,
B Add to "Terminal Tower 04 18 89 (119).rar"
B Compress and email...
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Send To

Cut
Copy
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Terminal Tower 04 1809
{1193,JPG

Resize Pictures

the current folder.

SElgct, a size:
" Small (Fits &5 640 x 480 screen)
™ Medium (fits & 800 x 600 screen)

‘ (L ie 5 1029 6B Sivaa)

" Handheld PC (fits a 240 % 320 screen)

Advanced =>

oK

\ou can create resized copigs of one or more selected pictures and store them in

Cancel

Note: Vista and 7 users will see more options.
‘Large’ is almost always still your best choice.

(NEVER choose ‘resize my original!)
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Terminal TOWe| pDate Picture TaR STZ109 6:55 PM
(119).3 Camera Model NIKON D70
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